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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 

TO TH 1 

READER. 

Occafioned by the Publication of the following 
Letters. 



q^RUE RELIGION is of fuch vciy 
great importance to the temporal 
and eternal happinefs of mankind^ that 
a ferious and modeft attempt to pro- 
mote a due regard to it, though not 
executed with all the ability that could 
be wilhed, may juftly claim fome de- 
gree of indulgence from the good,efpe- 
cially in this age of exceffive diffipation 
and pleafure j in which the unfulpeft- 
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ing Youth, for one friendly monitor to 
aflifl: him in prcferving the purity and 
peace of his confcience, and his juft 
hopes of immortal felicity, meets a 
ihoufand temptations to facrifice them 
all to the momentary gratifications of 
depraved appetite. In fuch circum- 
ftances, attempts of this nature cannot 
well be too abundantly multiplied, 
nor fuch falutary hints as are here 
given, be too often repeated. 

Reading is become a fafhionable 
amufement, and^ a taftc for it greatly 
prevalent amongft.perfons of fenfe and 
ingenuity. A thing undoubtedly right 
in itfelf, and what defcrves to be encou- 
raged, as one neceflary means of intel- 
leftual improvement : but it is of the 
utmoft confequence, that this tafte be 
properly direfted, and indulged with 
fomc caution, clpegially by thofe in 

the 
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the younger years of life, left inftcad of 
being the means of fuch improvement^ 
it fhould, on the contrary, prove the 
bane of their virtue and happinels. 
While therefore there arc fo many 
books of the vitiating kind ; or, to (ay 
the leaft^ that very niuch tend to 
weaken the evidences and motives of 
religion, inflame die love of pleafure^ 
and lead oflr the niind from the moft. 
interefting objefts of its attention : | 
fay, while this is the cafe, it will i^ot be 
fufEcient to declaim ip the warmeft 
manner againft this kind of books, qr 
even demonftrate their pernicious ten- 
dency; we muft endeavour to produce 
better, fuch as are calculated to en- 
lighten the underftanding, pleafe the 
affecflions, and infpire them with a juft 
reverence for religion* 

This is what is attempted in the 
A following 
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following Letters ; feveral of which 
Yrere addrcffed to a young Gentleman 
abroad, and others of them to fome of 
my young friends at home. 

I have preferred the original/(?r»i of 
Letters, thou gh altered and enlarged, 
as bed agreeing with that general and 
defultory manner in which the fubje(5ts 
are treated ; and, in which, perhaps, 
they are beft treated, when, not the ftu- 
dious, but the people of bufinefs, and 
thofe of the younger fort, (who have 
only their leifure hours for this pur- 
pofe) are fuppofed to be the principal 
readers. — "fhey are not only naturally 
inclined to chufe the books that pro* 
mife them amufement, rather than thofe 
which require a laboured attention! but 
alfo find, by experience, that fuch^kind 
of reading is generally beft adapted to* 
&eir time and capacity, and confe* 

quently 
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ijuently mod: likely to engage their 
attention^ and imprefs their minds. 

Though the ientimcnts here may 
not appear new and uncommon^ to per- 
fons very converfant with books; yet, 
perhaps fome of theni> by bring fet in 
a new light; may wear ib n^uch the form 
of novelty, a$ not to be intirely dcftitutc 
of the power of plcafing, eycn upon 
that principle. The fame thoughts 
too will fometimes reciir } and OQ won- 
der they fhould, in letters written with 
the fame general view, and the latter, 
at a time when the contents of the fbr?^ 
mer were forgotten : but, I truft, the 
different manner of exprefling thei% 
and the different connexions th^y are 
placed in, will be a fufficieqt apology 
with the candid, for letting them p^t 
in the publication. 

As the cluef and original defign of 
A a theici 
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thcTc epiftolary effays was, to cultivate 
in younger minds a ferious regard to 
fraSical relighn, I have purpofcly 
avoided all merely fpeculative points, 
fo often contefted with uncharitable 
violence anjongft profeflcd Chriftians. 
I have aMb, for the fame reafon, decli- 
ned ail formal controverfy with the 
Deift; arid the rather, as fometimcf^ 
fuch Qccafional hintsinfavourof Chrif. 
tianjty, as naturally arifc from almoft 
every yiew of it, find a nearer way t6 
the heart, and ftrike it with greater 
force, than long and laboured argu^ 
tnents. Thojjgh, by the wa^y, after all 
the fpeciqus flitw of rcafoning, with 
Y^hich the Deifts I^ayp attacked the dii 
vine revelation, havp they really inva^ 
lidated^ll the abiind^int eyidence, or in- 
deed any material part of it, which it^ 
^cerp and judicious fripncte h^e pro- 
'' ducc4 
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duced (6 repeatedly in its favouF, even 
their own fober confcicnces being 
judges ? Or, fuppofmgi as they would 
make us believe, they have demolifbed 
the Chriftian fyftem of religion, have 
they given iw a better? Or, indeed^ 
can they ?— That better becomes the 
paternal government, juftice, gopdneft, 
^nd the other perf<^dions of %hf Deity i 
Is better adapted to recover human 
nature from its dark, ccwupted, guiky 
ftatc ? That can more efFeftually diC» 
fipate our rcafonable and juft fears, che- 
rifti our hopes, fupport us under the 
ibrrowi of life, the terrors of death, 
and of the eternal world ? That can 
give us better or mote ufcful notions of 
God, or of ourfelves^ more clearlyftate 
the duties of morality and devotion, or 
afford us ftronger and more animating 
motives for the performance of them ? 
; A3 Or, 
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Or, in a word, that is better calculated 
to carry us above all undue influence 
from this world, and open to us more 
comfortable and glorious profpeds in 
pother ?— If not, to what purpofe 
do they endeavour to perfuadc us out 
df our regards to Chriftianity, unlefs to 
let mankind loofe from all the molt 
powerfiil obligations of religion and 
morality, and make the world ten thou* 
fold times more wicked and miferable 
than it is ? 

The reader of nicer tafte and critical 
judgment, (hould he happen to look 
over thcle papers, will find, perhaps, 
but little to approve, and much to cen- 
fure. Amongft other defefts, he will 
doubtlefs remark, what he would call a 
capitaloncj viz. that there is not that 
ufc and freedpm in the iHle, wjiich 
oyg^t to diilbguiih epiftolary writings 

from 
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irom almofl: all others. I grant it. 
But it ihould be con(kiered» that that 
kind of ftile is more peculiar to fami«r 
liar letters, where the fubjeft is mat* 
ter of mere amufement ; and that 
therefore fomc of our grcateft writers 
have departed from that manner^ when 
the fubjeft fccmed to require it. They 
have handled fome of the deep points 
of phiiofophy and theology in the epif- 
tolary way> and yet made uie of the 
fame ftile and form of expreflion, as 
they would have done had they written 
in any other way. The like may be 
obferved in other inftances, where the 
greatnefs of the fubjeft itfelf, or its im- 
portance to the reader^ will unavoida- 
bly give an air of 4re(s and foleoinity 
(o the ftile, very different fcom that 
negligence and lamiliaiity fo becoming 
in commoa ktten« This is the cafe 
A 4 with 
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»with me. The main fubjcfts of the 
•following letters are fcrious, and enter 
very deeply into our eternal intereft j 
my bufinefs therefore was, if pofllble, 
to engage the attention, and awaken 
the confcience, and not barely to amufc 
the imagination. This, I thought, I 
was more likelyto efFeft in the manner 
I have attempted, than in any other. 
However, if the end be but anfwered, 
and any (particularly j'^//^^) reader be 
led by this publication to fee a divine 
excellency in religion ; be infpired 
with a deeper reverence of God, and a 
more fervent love to his Redeemer ;— 
if already under the governing influ- 
ence of the facred principles of true 
piety and goodnefs, he become more 
• confirmed in them i-*if tottering on 
the brink of vice, he be preferved from 
^felling \ or, if fallen, awakened to a 

fenfe 
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ienfe of his conditiofl» and reclaimed ;-m 
the defefts obvious to the eye of nicer 
criticifm will give me littk concern. 
I write for the hearty and if> through 
the divine blcffing> that be but properly 
influenced with what I have written, I 
refolve not to be deeply afFeded with 
the cenfures of uncandid fevcrity; 
though I would by no means flight the 
jufl; antmadverfions of found judgment. 
The critic, who has candour to mo^ 
derate^^yf^XL as teaming and genius to 
direify his cenfures, ought to be eftcem- 
ed and venerated. He is not only th^ 
judge, but the frotelhr of the literary 
interefl: and pkafiires of the public, aiid 
of the honours and privileges of the 
feveral authors^ who pretend to inflrudfc 
or entertain iL. But it derogates ex* 
tremely from the true dignity of that 
chara<a«r, when thiy wha aflumc i^ 

ccnfurc 
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€€nfiireand applaud at random^ and 
withom confidering fairly all the 
circumftancea of the cafe before them^ 
neceflary to the forming of a right 
judgment 5 efpecialljr when they treat 
with fcornful fcverity, any writer not 
vain of his abilities I and who, with a 
tolerable capacity, appears to endea<* 
¥our fincerely at promoting the real 
intereft and happinefs of mankind. 
Cridcs offuchacaft are fo far from 
meriting rclpeft, that they are often 
more contemptible, than the authors 
Acy fo inconfiderately affed to defpife* 
Though I have given only a general 
view of religion, and endeavoured to 
exprefs myfelf in the mod inoffenfive 
manner ; yet, no doubt, there will be 
here and there fome particular paflages 
which. the iriolent in all party extremes 
mU be offended at* They fee every 
... . . thing 
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thing in the cleared lightj (as they 
imagine) and are at once very pq/!'- 
Hve^ and very mcbaritabU. To fuch 
I make no apology ; it would be to 
no purpofe if I did. I profefs myfelf 
a friend to Liberty of Consc iem ci» 
in the fiiUeft meaning of the words i 
and therefore efteem no man the lefs for 
his differing from me his religious c^i- 
nionsj provided he m$intsuns that diflfe« 
rence ^th candour and benevolence. 
But Bigotry b a chara&er» that> how* 
ever ipecioufly digniBed with pretences 
to holy zeal, mutt, to every liberal mind^ 
be peculiarly un-amiable^ and even 
contemptible. The true Chriftian 
himfelf, when (as is fomtimes the cafe) 
he happens to be dnfhired with 1^ 
looies juft fo much of his real worth 
and excellency^ and becomes an object 
of pity, though we cannot help lo^ 

viiy 
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ving htm for his finccrity and good 
meaning*. 

JBut^ after, aili it will, perhaps, be ob* 
jcfted, " Who amongft the young and 
** the ©ly, in thb ^ge of thoughtkfs- 
•f ncfs, diflipation, and vice, will givtf 
•^ themfelvcs the trouble of reading 
*' over even one of thefc Lcttersi which^ 
^\ in the very face of them, earry fome^ 
*! thing fo intircly the reverfc of their 

governing 

♦ Tlie cool, confSdcnite, obfcrvcr of hunian nature 
' ilrill find» amongft thode who profeft the moft libenl 
|>rinciples, and talk lauded of candour and charity^ 
lome that cannot bear with patiende any the leall op<» 
^ofition to their favorite opinions $ and who givtf 
tliemfelvf I at great airs of infaUibility, and difcover at 
much bitterneft of fpirit, as the bigots they are fo for^ 
ward to condemm fo fuch as thefe, I doifbt not, 
what I have hiMed on tht dddrinia of the ««oAement 
and mediadoB of On ax st, will be offeafive. Biit 
they would do well to confider they may he miftaken % 
«lid that what' appears abfurd and irrational tothenl^ 
mtoPoJilUy}^ « difoovcry of jniinit^ wifdom and good* 
ntft, of the higheft imporUnce to the interell of i 
kmdy and capable of a moft rational defences 
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governing temper, and fo likely to pro^^ 
** voke their fpleen and averfion ? '-^ 
And yet, I anfwer> where is thc/afb&' 
that would not wilh his gay /cm to give 
himfelf fuch kind of trouble ?*— I ao 
knowledge very few, indeed, of thofe 
who are toally immerfed in plcafurei 
and ha^e intirely loft all tafte for reli** 
gion, all feelings of confciencc, all reve^ 
rence for the Divine Majefly, and a 
future ftate, can bp fuppofed to look 
into fuch books. as d\is.— But, I truft, 
bad as the tinia5 are, there are A^ni^ry 
who are not funk ib low in i^oral cor* 
mption, aod who, chongh from theif 
age,, difpofition, ^|id fttu^on in lif<> 
f h«f y may be expofed t€i ftropg tcmpta> 
tions, and feel iei^e be^nmngs of this 
epidemic madn^fd, are not Intirely 
ayerfe to foberer 'entertainments, nor 
quite inca!pa|4€ of tafting tMl pteafurfr 

in 
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in the contemplation of religion and 
virtue. Amongft thefe I hope to find 
ibme readers. 

Ta conclude: Though thefe Letters 
are addrefled to the young more efpe- 
cialljr, it is to be hoped^ they will afford 
fome degree of pleafure and improve- 
ment to others. To feel, and live, un- 
der the influence of genuiuc and unaf- 
fected religion, is not only the glory of 
youtby but the bed Iblace and delight of 
age i affords the fureft confolations, and 
firmefl: fupports to the mind, under the 
various trials of life, and the profpefts 
of death, and an eternal world $ and is 
therefore, a matter of univerfal con* 
cemment, tbi one thing needful to all. 
In this, indeed, I iky no more than has 
been faid ten thoufand times over, and 
what is generally known and acknow- 

Icdgcdi but whati ncvmhdsfs, from 

the 
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Ac too Htdc attention generally paid to 
it, requires to be repeated, and, from its 
infinite importance, to be urged upon 
the confciences of mankind, as a means 
of awakening them to a juft regard to 
their real happinefs, which is fo con- 
nefted with true religion, that it is utter- 
ly unattainable without it. 

D.T. 

p. S, The notet in the following letters were add. 
ed upon the defign of publifhingthem, as necellary to 
illuftratc or juftify fome particular ptflages. 
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AOO&ltllO MOKI ItriClALLV TO 



YOUNG PERSONS 



LETTER I. 

Xo«««« ♦#♦# Efq. 

Upon his Son*s going abroad. 

YOU have, my dear fir, extremely 
obliged me, in gratifying my curio* 
fi(y and concern for your welfare, as in 
your lad, I wiCx you a fine day, and. 
goodfpirits.foryourexpeditiontoGravef- 
end, and that your parting on both fides 
may be with that chearfulnefs and fatis- 
fafiion, which fliould always accompany 
a confcioufnefs of doing for the bell, and 
ai) humble reliance on that providence, 
B whofc 
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whofe kind proteflion extends to the 
uttermoft parts. of the earth, as furely and* 
e(Fe3ually, as through the narrow limits 
of out little hothe. 



Icainotgo 



•• Where univerfal love not fmilcs around > 
'* Sufbdnitig all jon orhs, and all their fons^** 

fays the elegant Thomson, with great 
propriety of fentiment. A fenthneni that 
conveys a very pleafing idea of the divine 
provideilce, and encourages our bumble 
con6dence in it at all times, in every 
condition of life, and is peculiarly fuit-« 
able to your prefent fituation ol niin'd. 

We all join in our moft earneft prayers 
and wilhes for the young adventurer'sf 
profperous voyage, and hope in due tiine 
to receive a good accounY of his health, 
fuccefs in bufinefs, ^nd growii^g feputa- 
tion for univerfal goodnefs;J that he 
may be preferved not only from the dan- 
ger of the feas, of change of climitte, &c, 

but 
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but alfofrom thofe infinitely greater dan* 

gers, arifing from the bad example of the 

people he muft, unavoidably too often, 

converfe with. I do not mean the poor 

fiupid heathens, but the worle than hea<« 

thens, degenerate vicious Chriilians; who» 

with aH their advantages of better kxiow«.> 

ledge of the nature and reafons of their 

duty, fink infinitely below it ; and whofe 

horiid prophanenefs, intemperance^ in*- 

jttftice, faife notions of honour, and mal 

purfuit of worfe than brutal pleafures, 

render them the plagues oi fociety, the 

bane of the de^reft and moit important 

intereft of man^kind, 

Yott hare given him a genteel and vir- 
tuous education, and I hope he will be 
always ambitious oi a6ling worthy of it ; 
and particularly remember, that rea^ hap« 
pioefii, even in this life, is infeparabljr 
coii]ie£led.wi th the fear of G o D ; that the 
ticious:, fooner or later, muft be mifera- 
hk: ; that an inward revexefice of tha 
B 2 fuj^reoie 
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fupreme being, a willing fubmiffion to 
his indifputable authority, a fincere and 
fervent love of his amiable perfe£lioDs, a 
defire to pleafe him and enjoy his favour, 
and the careful cultivation of every mo* 
ral excellency, are not only compatible 
with the charafler of a gentleman, but 
cflentially neceflary to render it accora- 
plifiied. It is one of the grofleft of the 
errors fo common amongft the great vul^ 
gar^z^ Cowley calls them, toimagine, 
that Religion, theCHRisTiAN Reli* 
CtON, which is lo evidently adapted to 
reflore the hun^an nature to its true dig- 
nity and perfeftion, infpire us with , the 
mofl delightful and gloyous hopes, fup- 
port thofe hopes with the moft folid rea- 
fgns, and carry them through even^eter- 
nity itfelf — I fay it is the greateft of er- 
rors, and a contradi£lion to common 
fenfe, to imagine that a religion, which 
when underilood, appears fo well adapted 
to anfwer fueh high and important ends 

as 
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as ihcfc, (hould be a mere impoFitioa 
upon ihe credulity of mankind; defigned 
to amufe the weak and illiterate multi* 
*iude with imaginary hopes and fears, and 
na better than a f'ubje6l of ridicule to 
men of fenfe and fpirit, born to high-life, 
and educated with a taile for its gran* 
deur, and the knowledge of the world. 

It is eafy to perceive, upon the leaft 
cool refleftion, that Man is not defigned 
to exHl in this prefent ftate only : he feels 
himfelf born for imraortality, and juftly 
concludes^ that after a fliort probation 
here, he muft be fixed in a ftate of plea- 
fure, or of pain, to which he can affign 
no period ; and confequently, that with- 
out true religion, which, according to 
the Chriftian fcheme, includes in it re- 
pentance of fin, faith in Christ as a 
Redeemer, and the fteady praftice of 
rational piety and moral goodnefs ; that 
without this it is impoffible to be happy 
in th^t endlefs hereafter. • 

B 3 Thefc 
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TTicfc arc thoughts indeed, that fcU 
dom enter the heads, much lefs the hearts, 
of the generality of people in higher or 
lower lifei with a due degree of power ; 
and yet forac of the nioft ohvious, and 
fuch as naturally arife fiom our relation 
to our maker, and our infeparable con- 
nexion with a future flate ; and arc the 
almoit fpontaneous fuggeftions of a con- 
fcience enlightened by divine revelation* 

You, my dear fir, know the truth 
and iniportance of thefe things,, and, I 
wn fure* with, with the anxiety of a fa* 
thcrithat your fon may always feel their 
falutary influence* And I doubt not, but 
the prefent fituation you are in, greatly 
increafes this anxiety, and that you are 
ready to fear what may be the event of 
the meafures you are taking j but re» 
member, for your conlolation, you arc, 
according to the beft of your knowledge, 
in the way of your duty, have committed 
this {on, with many prayers, into the 

hands 
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hands of GoD^tbe allwife, the almighty, 
and moll gracious parent pf the univerfe; 
who delights in mercy, and has prorhifed 
an happy iiHje upon the whole, to all 
events committed to him in humble and 
pious confidence. May the tender emo- 
tions you muft feel in the parting em- 
brace, be attended with the fortitude and 
chearfulnefs that confidence tends to in* 
fpire ! With the mofi fincere and affedl^ 
iionate regards. 



I iam, &c. 
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L E T T E R II, 
Tp Mr. **** 
After nis Arrival in India. 

THE particular (hare, my dear fir» 
I have in the friendfliip ot your ex- 
cellent father^ your own opennefs and 
benevolence of heart, and the many other 
good qualities I fee you poflcCTed of, have 
interefted me greatly in your favour, and 
given me a fincere and warm concern for 
your happinefs in both worlds ; which, 
at prefent, I do not know how better to 
cxprefs, than by the contents of the fol- 
lowing letter. 

You have, through the indulgent pro- 
vidence of the Almighty^ efcaped the 
dangers of the feas, and arrived fafe and 
well at the place of your intended habita- 
tion, and, Itruft, are happy in a juft fenfe 
of that indulgence; and as you find your- 
felf in a country overfptead with hea- 

thenifti 
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thcnifli darknefs and fuperflltion, are 
fenfiblealfo of the infinite advantage of 
tbe Chriftian revelation ; by the means of 
which ^^« have attained to fuch know- 
ledge of the jiaiure and perfeftions of 
the true and eternal God, the majelly of 
his government) and the riches of his 
mercy, how lb worfhip him acceptably, 
and where to fix your hope oi eternal 
life and happinefs, as they muA be entire 
flrangers to. This I truft you Tcrioufly 
confider, as an inftance of the diflin- 
guifhing unmerited favour of the univer- 
fal parent to you ; and confequently a 
loud call upon your gratitude, and fuch 
as laysyoii under peculiar obligations to 
cultivate univerfal goodnefs, and fet an 
example of moral excellency, as much 
fuperior to the beft of theirs, as yotfr 
advantages evidently are. To animate 
you to this, my dear friend, is the prin- 
cipal defign of the prefent letter, which, 
if favourably received, as I doubt not it 

will, 
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will, may be followed with fevcrsJi others 
o( the fame nature and tendency. The 
fum and fubflance of this moral exc^U 
lency is conrprifed in two words, viz. 
Religion and Virtue. 

By Virtue here,Imeanthe conftant, 
faithful, difcharge of all the duties of 
felf-governmentandfocialtife, from fet- 
tled principles of moral reditude in the 
mind. The only true foundation and 
proper fupportot which, is Religion. 

By Religion, I mean a divine inter<- 
nal principle, uniting the foul to the 
fupreme excellence, the Uviog and true 
God ; his love (hed abroad in the hearty 
and (hewing itfelf, not in the feniklefs 
furious zeal of a party, the cant of enthu- 
fiafm, or the falfe (ears and mortifying 
auflerities of fuperftition; but in the 
true fear and love of God, and conftantiy 
.worfhipping him in fpirit and in truths 
according to thofe difcoveries of him- 
felf and his will^witb which heJspleafed 

to 
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lo favour us ; and which we Cbrif. 
tians'fiad in the facred records of the 

— In that divine book, we have a 
complete fyfiem of religion, fuchas is no 
where elfe to be founds Such a view of 
the Deity and his pcrfeSions, of our 
duty to hifl?, and the way of obtaining 
his favour^ as beft fuits with the depraved 
ftate of mankind, and is beft adapted to 
torm their minds to the love and pradice 
of true piety and virtue. For there we fee 
the Moll High in the full luflre of his mo- 
ral chara£ler, viz. declaring his rtghte. 
ous refentmetits againft fin, and recon* 
cUing the world to bimfeli by the medio 
ation and facrifice of Chriil his fon ; the 
true knowledge of which has a natural 
tendency and peculiar fitnefs to melt 
the heart, and infpirc it with divine hope 
and love, which are the fprings df all ge- 
nuine obedience. There the real beauty 
aad proper nature of virtue, and the 

awful 
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aWful and delightful (anftions with which 
the praftice of it is enforced, are juftly 
difplayed, and eH*e£luaIIy taught. Tim 
laws^ there written, are tranfcripts of the 
rectitude of the jdivinfe mind, and ap- 
pointed for ourobfervance by the divine 
authority. The threatnings there de* 
nounced again ft trarifgreffors, are the de- 
crees of infinite rectitude; and the pro* 
mifes of mercy there declared to the tru- 
ly penitent, are the pledges of infinite 
love. It is there we learn, indeed, a re* 
ligion worthy of God, and perfcflive of 
human purity and felicity. Let the Bi- 
ble, therefore, my dear friend, I intrcat 
you, be daily and attentively perufed ; 
efpecially the NewTeftament,with which 
youcanconverfe in the original language. 
Let it be alfo your daily prayer to the Al- 
mighty, that he would enable you to un- 
derfiand the important leflbns there given 
you, and feel the motives with which a 
]^ra£lical regard to them is urged, upon 

your 
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your confcience. Thus you may reafon- 
ably cxpcft to meet with the bleffing of 
providence to give fuccefs to all your 
juft endeavours, or effetlually fupport 
you under your difappointments; enable 
you to enjoy the pleafures of life with in- 
nocence and fatisfa6lion, and meet even 
death itfelf with the heart- chearing hope 
of an happy immortality. 

I am not infenfible, my friend, that 
the gaiety and vigour of your youthful 
fpirits, the propenfities oi fallen nature 
to prefent fenfiblegratifications.the glare 
oi wordly glory, and the example of too 
many about you, are all againft the con* 
du& I am recommending ; but the feri- 
pus reflexion of a few minutes will ferve 
to convince you, in theory at leaft, that 
it is juft and good. That whatever fatis- 
fafiion infidelity and vice may promife, 
tod fecm at firft to give, they muft mife- 
rably deceive their votaries at laft ; but, 
that the pleafures attendant on reli- 
gion 
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GION an<l viiiTUE are real, folid, grow* 
ingy^nd as lading as your exillence ; 
tbeyai'e fatisfying and eternal. Thcfe, 
therefore, have defcrvedly engaged the 
attention of the wiTeft and befi of men» 
in fome of the moft exalted ftationt 
of life, in all ages of the world, as 
every way becofniiig the charader, and 
confident with the buiinefs and the plea-- 
fiires' of the Geiitlenian,. as well as the 
Peafant. And* it is a peculiar fatistaflioit 
and delight to a mind capable of reliih* 
ifig moral excellencies, to fee a fenfible, 
good-natured, well educated youth, Hv- 
ing under the prevailing influence of ge- 
nuine una£Fe6led religion — fee him ia 
fpite of all the foft allurements of vice,, 
t)ie ridicule of the vicious, and the con* 
ugious, and too often fatal power of 
their exam^ple, bravely maintain an ha« 
bitual reverence of the great and ble£> 
fed GoDy juft feolimen^ of his owla dig* 

my 
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nity * as a i^tional and immortal' being, 
and a ftri£l regard to the pradice of eve- 
ry duty* — And with the confcioufnefif 
of all this, fee him hutnbly fenfibie of th# 
imperfeSions^ of his charader, and there- 
fore caftinghimfelf at the feet of Jesus 
for his pardon and acceptance with God. 
Tfau» he not only enjoys felicity in him- 
fdfy but gives it't'o others, by becoming 
a truly imitable example to ail his young^ 
acquaintance, and ad honour and delight 
to bis dearell relations. They rejoice in 
him while they live, and leave their moft- 
affeAionate bleiBngs with him when- they 
die ; be fills up their places in the World 
with growing reputation, and becomes,ia 

liis 



-«• Nor appeared 



I%1irtlu^ »cMng«l niin'd."- 



Paiad. Lost. 

If tbis elegant tliottght of Mz t tON's be juft, (urely 
fcMtt dignity miy be allowed to fylitu mn v-*he i» 
ftiil ittioBtf attd iiiitai6ntl« 
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bis tum,afincerc friend, a tender hufbanrf, 
a careful parent, and a common bene« 
£a£lor ; and after a life fpent in piety and 
happinefs, he dies, iull of honours, and 
full of years; and what is infinitely more, 
full of that divine confolation and joy, 
that the confcioufnefs of fuch a difpo- 
fition and condu6l, and the well-ground* 
cd hope of immortal blefTednefs, muft 
naturally give. 

And this is the figure, my friend^ I 
imagine, to myfelf, of you. God grant 
ix may be more than imagination, and 
that you may appear in thefe really 
amiable colours to the world, to your 
own heart, and even in his fight whq fees 
all things as they really are ! 

But on the other hand, what more 
(hocking and diftrefling fpeflacle in 
the world can there be, than a once 
hopeful youth, bleft with all the ncr 
ceiTary means of happinefs and ufe- 
fulnefsp breaking through the xefiraints 

of 
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pf 9. pious education, giving himfelf 
)^p to the dilates of ufifNTidled appe- 
tite ; and, in fpite of the admonitions of 
his friends, the rebukes of his confciencc, 
the awiul threatenings, and gracious pro* 
mifesof his BiBL£, rujhing headlong, 
with the giddy, unthinking many, into 
fafliionable wickednefs ; and after being 
the griet and fcandal of his family, 
the peft of fociety, during a fliort and 
wretched life, laden with difeafes, in* 
famy, and guilt, dying with execrations 
on the pafl, and horror of the future ! 

This is a fcene not merely painted but 
real, and not unfrequent in thefe (imes 
of growing infidelity and vice ; but which, 
1 hope, my dear iriend, you will wycx 
fee, but in others, and that with a juft 
mixture of compaflion, abhorrence, and 
dread, 

I only add, that you have our joint 

wifbes from our hearts, f6r your profpe- 

rity, and that we may live to fee you 

C again 
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again in yournative country, as amiable; 
and worthy of efteem, as competent riches, 
fincere piety, and univerfal goodnefs, 
can make you ! 



I am; &c« 



LET- 
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LETTER I^. 

To the fame. 

•OUR obliging letters, my dear 

fir, dated from -— ^ , arrived fafe, 

in due time, and gave all your friendi 
here a great deal of fatisfadion. I wilh 
that to me had been much longer, as it 
would have been fo much the more agree- 
able and entertaining. But fliort as it 
is, it has convinced me, tliat you are 
not only ready to hear, but have good 
fenfe to difcern the propriety of the ad- 
vice given ydu, and a difpofition to ap-» 
ply it to practice. I am particularly 
pleafed, likewife, with the difcovery of 
your fentiments in favour of thofe reli*' 
gious hints I gave you in my laft ; and 
from the encouragement you have given 
me, to write you another, yet longer 
letter, to animate and fupport you in 
your fo good refolutions* 

We 
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We, who havfe liveH fdmc tibie in he 
world, have too often feen, that even a 
virtuous difpdfitioh, fqpp'ortcd by ho 
fincerell refolutidus, h^sufot atw^s4>eea 
able to withfland the force 6f tebipUtiosb, 
but, in fame unguarded momem, has 
been unhappily prevailed upon to facrw 
Seethe foUd pleafures of confcious inno<« 
eencc. <Q the flattering dreams of de* 
Hght in oriminal indulgences. And 
though my better hopes of you forbid me 
to entertain any fugh unipleafing thought^ 
of your conduct, yet having particularly 
remarked thof^ pafsages in your lette^^^ 
Where you f^y, -^ ^' That good advice 
*• is feldom to be met with in that par^i 
** of the world where I am, but fcenei 
^^ of debauchery and wickednefs conti^r 
♦• nually before my eyes ;"-—I thought 
in my duty, as a friend, to fuggefl fome* 
thing in ray way, that might be-Hkely to 
preferve you from the pefnicious i^iflu* 
cnce of fuch example, and fecure your 

virtue. 
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l^irtiie, and the peace of mijcid dependent 
Upon it^ or^ a9 Mn TuoM30if elegantl/ 
iBxprefles it^ 

— " Save Ac fall 

*• Of vinaefhngglingon the brpk 6f vice*.** 

I knoMT yoiir fecial and beoevoleot 
temper will npt fujSier yoa to live with* 
piit fome particular intim^pies and con* 
ne£Uon«) ]mr would I wiQi you to dp fo^ 
Man is b^n for fpciety, and owes a great 
ileal of his bappinefs to it. But it is of 
very great cpnfequence^ that you maifS 
jchpice of the bed company^ poflible, tUd 
bed Ijnean with refpeft to jnorals; fuch 
as have» at lead, fome reverence for God 
and religion, for virtue and a future flate j 
ifome capacity for feeling the force of 
^noral excellency axid obligation* 

But as you muft fometime;s» doybtlefs, 

^expofed 4otbe o/^ca^onal cony er fa- 

tion, atleaft, of.fuchas arealmoft, if not 

^hoj^ther abandoned to vice and pror 

e 3 jphan^n^O, 

* ThomfoA** 5umincr» 
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phaiienefs, and are capable of felifliing 
fcarcely aiiy other pleafur^s than fuch as 
arife from the gratification of their d^^ 
prayed appetites ;— as this, I fay, muft be 
ioihetimes the cafe, you cannot be too 
inuch upon your guard againft the dan- 
ger. It is right, indeed, to be always 
ready to contribute to the fatisfa6lion of 
all about you, as far as poffible^ and to do 
kind and obliging things even to the 
tvorll ; but, at the fame time, take care 
that the benevolence of your nature does 
not prove a fnare to your virtue, by lay* 
ing you too open to the influence of a 
fort of people, that will hardly think of 
any other way of returning your kind* 
nefs, than by hurting your morals, under 
the appearance of friendfhip. In this fi- 
tuation, therefore, you will find it abfo- 
lutely n'eceffary, with an humble depen- 
dence on the Almighty, to exert your 
utmoil efibrts, and call in all the powers 
tof divine grace to your afliilance. And 

her« 
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iiere partioilarly, it will be ot the' 
% greateft confequence» not to fufier any 
fentiment, unbecoming your rational 
and immortal nature, your relation (o the 
great God, and your hope oi his friend* 
(hip., ever. to £nd the Icaft countenance 
or indulgence in your heart, much lefs 
to dwell there ; and to cultivate always 
fucji an habitual realizing fenfe of tlie 
prefence of GoD| his majefty, power« 
* mercy, and the facred obligations 
' you are under to pleafe him above all, 
jthat you may feel its influence upon 
every fuch emergency, feel yourfelfrc- 
reftrained by the confcioufnefsof his all- 
beholding eye, and fupported by a de-> 
pendence on his all-upholding hand. — • 
In a word, that you make it your con- 
cern, that the principles oi our- holy re- 
Jigion, may fo live in you^-fo mingle 
with all your thoughts, purpores,.and 
fprings of aSion, that you may find their 
divine ailiiiance alwavs ready at hand in 

the 
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the hour of temptation. — »• Yet, at ithft 
fame time, fee that your reiigioh fits ^>^^ 
fe£lly eafy apon you^ that is| ^ithoU^ 
any fanatical grimace^ and 'aSe<S^tion of 
fan£lity ; fo that though it Ifpp^ar in ybtf* 
countenance and behaviour at ^H^iini^ 
as indeed it ought to d<^, it miky appete* 
as the effefl of rational €o^vi£lioti atfd 
reditude of mind, under the influence ot 
divine truth, and not of the taier^ prejii-* 
dice of education, much lefsxyf fenfelefe 
cnthufiafm and fuperllition* 

A due attainment in thefe things will 
give you a vail advantage over thofe vi* 
cious intruders upon your better inclina^ 
tions ; will infpire you witha juil fenii 
of your real fuperiorityj give you digni^ 
ty even in their eyes, if they have anjr 
uiiderftanding, and enable you to look 
down upon them in a manner they muft 
feeh They may at fir(l« perhaps, b^^ 
tempting occafions, entreaties^ flatteries^ 
and every ah of wicked ]>erfuarioni en^ 

deavoor 
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dleavour to draw you into die fame fentK 
lnelits«iid coQrfe of life with tfaemfelves; 
but the temper and tconflufl above re«- 
commeflfded, will enable yon to excnfc 
ywtrfelf fo readily, and with fuch fpirk 
and addrcfs, as will, at once, difappoidC 
and fitence th6ni« And Uibugb tbefe re« 
pulfes fltoliid lead them morfe particularhf 
into k riew of your religious piiticiplea^ 
tad confequendy to attack tbem with aU 
At pow^s of 4)^ter and ridicule, in-oN 
•der, if poffit>tei to Inake you aOiamed of 
%hat is^» indeed, your trueft glory ; yet^ 
tevenhere, the confcioufnefs of that fu« 
-ptfrioi-ity of charafler, with which real 
^irtu^ and religion ufually favour their 
fincere votaries^ will naturally infpirt 
yoiir inind with fortitude ; give an \xn^ 
ttifturbed compofure and fteady ferenity 
to your ^countenance ; and enable y^Hi to 
.treaty 'even their moft Ipirited ridicule, 
>with that determined, though benevo^ 
lent, indignation and contempt, it de*> 

ferves : 



B« X E t T E R in. 

ferves ! and this; with their confcioilf'^ 
jiefs of their own littlenefs' and want of 
xonfequence, by this means thoroughly 
awakened, will To furprife and confouhd 
thciti j as foon to rid you of their impcr« 
tinence. 

It is faid, ** that the righteous is bold 
** as a lion." So he may, and ought to 
be. When, thereforej men of real vir- 
tue fall by the folicitations or ridiculeof 
the vicious, it is owing, very often, in* 
tirely to their want ot courage and refo*- 
lution; and this to the want of a jiift 
fenfe of the dignity and importance of 
their chara£lers. They fliould, there- 
fore, fa far as is con&ftent with an hum-*- 
ble fenfe of their obligations to the grace 
of God, and dependance upon it, cndea^ 
vour to confider more particularly atid 
attentively the real greatnefs and majeAy 
of virtue, and the real littlenefs and mean- 
nefsof vice; and cherifh that juft and 
laudable pride, if I may fo call it, fo ne- 

ccf&ry 



.LETTER m. •; 

ttelTary and ufeful in this conflifi* Thus 
the Apoflles often remind the Chriilians 
to whom they write, of their high cal- 
ling, and relation to the Eternal Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, as mo- 
tives to a worthy and becoming condufl^ 
^ But after all, the danger of frequenting 
vicious company is fo extremely great, 
that it requires much more prudence and 
circui1(ifpe£lion, refolution and Courage, 
than cbmmonly falls to the (hare of young 
perfons, even of the beft difpofitions and 
greateft abilities, improved by the mbft 
rational and pious education, to guard 
efFe£lually againll it • It is like breath* 
rng in a peftilential air, without know- 
ing it to be fuch ; where we draw in the 
moft fatal and deadly poifpn, under th« 
notion of neceflary refrelhment and de- 
light. Many a fober, and even religi- 
ouily inclined youth, who has given his 
real friends the moft pleafing hopes of 
fais making a figure in the world, as a 

n^an 
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man of bufiiieCs, virtue, piely^ Iw Cidiy 
difappointed thcfc b0p«« ; l^n loft t<? 
all ufefulnefs to others, bat tb^t pf b|>iag 
a tanrible example; and funk into uudr 
Ji^diiion, ail profpe£b of happiaefs to 
Kimfelf in refped of both worlds ^ al} 
merely through the perniciQUS iafl^uefice 
of bad company. 

It' is ih^isfdre certainly much more 
fafe, and, indeed, an indifpenfible duty 
owing toyourfdf, .my friend^ to keep 
entirely otit of the w^j of £uch temptar 
tion, if paflifble. However^ by no n^eaii^ 
in the world fliouid yoM be induced to 
enter into any particular conne6lions and 
intitilacy with fuch dangerous eiiemies 
to your desordl and n^ft important in** 
lereft* 

The pbus king of Krael breaks out 
into a kind of bene volent rapture iu the 
view of the good man^s felicity in thi^ 
«afer— ." Oh j^e happy, thrice happy 
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^ inan*»tbat waiketh tiU in the counfeL 
** of tbe'vagodlyt and fiandedi <not iiv. 
*» the wayof finneirS) nor -fittcth in the 
♦• feat of the fcornful, but his delight i^ 
•^ in the law of Jehovah." The obfer- 
vattop indeed is old, and with us very 
commonly repeated; and therefore too. 
little regarded; but nothing in the world 
pan be more elegant, juA, pertinent, or 
inove >vorthy of our ferious attention. 
And fo much of this mind was another 
princely w^tcr, of th^ great^flrfame ior 
bis univerfal knowledge, that he givesi^ 
by^wayNpf advioe, and4^1ivers it with m 
pioft rei|iarfcable vehemenpe 4i^d energy 
of eKpreffion : — ** JJnter not ^ntq the 
f* ^patboithe wicked^jjo notin tl^c w«iy 
" of evilmen,— *AvaiD |.t,-^pa^,nio,t 
f* BV|^T,-*-TURrN,WU)Sf J[4r,--and PASS 

^ AWAY.*' 

*For fp it is acknowledged Uie (acted on^inal 
HMV ;b^ jirtlly rendered^ 



80% LETTER liLf 

«* AWAY," And all this receives a vift* 
addition of force, when we coi^fider it as 
communicated to as. under the dire&ion' 
andfacred authority of the Spirit of God,' 
whofe diftates it is nioft certainly our' 
duty and intereft to follow, however dif- 
ferent they may happen to be from thofe 
which the vogue of the world, and the 
prevailing opinions and pra£llce of the 
many, would lead us to prefer before 
them. 

Singularity, indeed, is a frightful word 
to people who are always governed by 
mere popular tafle and fafhion. And let 
it be foto you, my friend, in things i|i- 
different, and that are not likely to hive 
any pernicious influence upon your piety 
and morals. But when the alternative 
is, that you muft either be fingular or 
fin againft God, Angularity is then ^ 
Tirtue, and even more than a mere vir- 
tu^, it is heroic excellency and glory ! 
It is to appear in a chara£ler that, how- 
ever 
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ever ignorant and . deluded mortals may 
affeS to defpife, thofe wife and bene- 
volent fpirits, that watch over the con« 
AuQ. of the good, always admire and ap- 
plaud, and the bleifed God himfelf gra- 
cioufly rewards with peculiar marks of 
bi^ fi^vour and bleflingt 



I am, &c. 
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To the fame. In Continuation. 

AS one principal means of fuppoii- 
ing the chara£leF and cendu^VreT 
commended in my laft, my dear young 
friend, give me le^ve to obferve the ab^ 
folute necefllty of fetting apart fome time 
every day for retirement from the world, 
felf refleftion, reading and conGdering 
of the holyfcriptures, thinking over the 
great concerns of your fpiritual and eter^ 
nal intereft, and for the worfliip of Al- 
mighty God, in adoration, thankfgivingt 
find prayer. 

This, I confefs, is a kind of advice 
that a libertine would he ^pt to fneer at, 
and fay, in his heart, at l^aft, that it 
favoured too much of monkery and the 
prieithood, to be reliflied by young gen- 
tlemen of fpirit, that had opportunity 
and tafte for the pleafures of the world 
in whi^h he lives j and would add^ per- 
haps, 
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haps, that it was mean, unneceflary, 
contemptible. But I am well afTured 
you are capable of more jufl and rational 
refleftion, and when you do refleft, will 
readily acknowledge the propriety of 
vhat I have faid. 

Some confinetheir idea of virtue to the 
duties we owe to ourfelves, andto fociety, 
in the concerns of this life and world, 
as if this were the whple duty of man. 
But our Bibles give us 9 far more per«» 
fcS idea of it. They tell us, it is not 
enough to be temperate, juft, merciful ; 
but that we muft alfo, walk humbly 
WITH OUR God. — Even heathens have 
taught the fame doSrine.* And, indeed, 
it is impoflible for a man feriopfly to 
icflefl without finding fomething within 
him approving it. We Iland in a pecu-r 
D liar 

* Pythagoras begins his golden vcrfes with 
ThfiM, &c. 

Thy facrcd homage firft to Gob be paid, &c. 
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liar relation to. God and another wprld* 
and reafon and confcience tell us, that 
there are peculiar duties and interefis 
arifing from that relation, which muft 
heoftheniofl ferious importance, and 
demand our conftant attention and care, 
however neglefied by the reft of man- 
kind. — 

•*<^Ii wc are bound, as all the world al« 
low, to reverence, love, and obey the 
fathers of our flefla, how much more t,be 
father of our fpirits ?-— Our obligations 
tp them are great, but arife from a fub- 
ordinate and fecondary relation ; our re- 
lation to him is original and fupreme ; 
and our obligations muft be fo too. And, 
indeed, alt our duties to fociety, arife 
properly from our relation to Him as th^ 
^ great Lord of all; and from that order, 
conneftion, and fitncfs of things, which 
he has conftituted, and are all beft and 
moft effe£lually difcharged, by an habi- 
tual heart-in^prefling fenfeof thofe obli- 
gations 
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^tions wc are under to Him. And if 
we mud indeed exift after death in ancK 
ther world, and our condition there be 
more happy or mifcrable than it is here, 
as is moft certainly the cafe, furely it 
muft be a matter of the utmoft Confc- 
quence, Co cultivate that temper and dif- 
pofition, which not only our Bibles. 
but even Rbasom and Conscience. 
aflure us, is indifpenfibly neceflary to 
our happinefs. But how is this to be 
done without time for ferious recol* 
ie£lion, or feme regular feafon$ of retire- 
mtnt from the buiinefs and amufements 
of the world P 

It is clear then, that a fleady, cona 
ftant. Warm attention to religious exer« 
cifcs, is every way becoming our rati* 
onal and immortal natures, and an ef- 
fential part of our duty. And if our 
obligations here are thus founded in 
reafon, confcience, and the word of 
God, certainly it is not in the power 

• I 
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of vicious diffipation and thoughtlelT- 
nefs, or the mod obilinate infidelity, 
however flupyfying for the prefent, 
to fet them afide, or even leflen their 
authority. 

Let us confine our thoughts, at pre* 
fent, more particularly, to the gre^t 
iduty of Prayer, as in fome fenfe com- 
prifing all the other duties of devotion ; 
for, where that is performed with pro- 
per fpirit and temper, the refl will not 
be omitted. And what is prayer, but 
an humble acknowledgment of our dc- 
pendance on the great and bleffed 
God, and devotion to his will? Or a 
religious expreffion of that regard, 
which is due from us, as reafonablo 
and dependent creatures, to the fu- 
preme majefty and goodnefs of our 
Creator ? A duty therefore highly rea- 
fonable in itfelf, and as highly bene* 
ficial to us. 

Prayer, as dircflcd and affifted by the 

Ught 
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light of the facred oracles, is a natural 
means of leading us into the know* 
ledge of the petfeftions, providence, 
and grace of God, the moft ufeful ac- 
quaintance with ourfclves, and with that 
world where we are to have our ever- 
lafting abode. ' The conftant praftice 
of it, tends to fix an habitual awe upon 
our paflions, and check their irregulari- 
ties, fpiritualize our afTeflions, and in- 
fpire us with the ambition of a charac- 
ter, and the hope of an happinefs, be* 
coming the high rank of intelligent and 
immortal beings, 

*'Pfay*r ardent opens hcav'n, lets down H ftream 

** Of glory on the confecrated hour 

•? Of man, in audience with the Deirv, 

** Who worlhips the great God,that inftant join* 

-* The firft inhcav'n, and fets his foot on hell."» 

By prayer we lay hold on. the Al- 
mighty ftrength, and make the Moft 
D4 High 

• Night Tho«gliU. 
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High' our refuge ; and thus poSeflcs that 
grace that tends to keep our miad^ in 
perfefl peace, amidft a thoufand tumul* 
tuous and diftrafling cares ; adminiflert 
confolation in the greatefi forrows ; anU 
mates us in the face of the greatefl difiB* 
cuhies ; guards us againft temptation ; 
Confirms all our good refolutions ; nou-* 
rifhcs the principles oi virtue ;. and fc* 
cures to us real felicity in time and eter* 
nity. Nor can there be any of the de« 
lights and joys of life fo abfolately in 
our power, as to render this kind of re- 
gard to the Deity unneceffary, however 
the heart intoxicated with vanity, maybe 
inclined to think fo ; becaufe we fiUl 
depend upon the divine pleafure for the 
continuance of our happinefs. He thai 
humbles the proudeft kings, and beggars 
the richeft nations, whenever he pleafes» 
though he may at prefent fet us out of the 
reach of all apparent danger, can, in t 
moment, change the fcene^ and plunge 

us 
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88 into th« depths of human wretch- 
edneft. 

.By prayer, we do not pretend to give 
any kind of information to the all-know- 
ing GoD| or make any alteration in his 
perfe£l 'and unchangeable mind, which 
indeed is impoflible.-— We confider it 
only as a natural and becoming manner of 
expreiTing our dependence upon him ; 
and as a rational and an appointed me- 
dium of deriving, from his beneficence, 
the grace and mercy we need. It means 
that we believe the reality and oeconomy 
of his providence, and that ih\this way 
we expeft to receive the •* bleffing from 
** the Lord, and righteoufnefs from the 
" God of our falvation," 

Nor can it furelybe juftly thought 
any meanfufs^ in the greateil and mofl: 
exalted creature on earth, to become an 
humble fupplicant at the throne oi that 
BEING, whofe glory is above the hea- 
vens, whofc majefty ftrikes the higheft 

angels 
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angels with the profoundeft awe, and iff 
whofe fight all the kingdoms of the worlds 
with all their riches, and power, and 
glory, are lefs then nothing and vanity I 
No, thcJrel is, there tan be nothing mean 
in fuch ackno\^ledgments i — nothing 
for a creature that calls .itfelf reafonable 
to hold in contempt: — nothing unbe- 
doming the abundance of the rich, the 
power of the* great, the gaiety of the 
young, who remember, what one would 
think it inipoflible ever to forget, that 
they live here as probationers foran here- 
after, infinitely halppy or miferable. - 

In a word, whoever believes a God, 
the moral governor of the world, and 
confiders thefe things ; confiders, the ex- 
cellencies and perfeftions of God, the 
nature of man, the utility and advantages 
of prayer, muft acknowledge it a moft 
reafonable fervice, and a neceffary meant 
of his true happinefs. 

And this duty is fo eflential a part of, 

what 
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what IS commonly called natural Reli- 
gion, fo plain a diflate of confcience, fo 
necefiary for the fupport of the human 
mindy when awakened to a juft fenfe of 
its condition, that not only Chriftians, 
Jews, Mahomet^n^y but Heathens alfo*, 
even the mod wicked and abandoned of 
mankind, who have not loft all fenfe of 
a Deity, when they find themfclves in 
extreme diftrefs, or under the apprehen- 
fions of immediate ruin, are led by a kind 
of moral inftin3 to feek the aids and con* 
folation of fome power above them, and 
to lay hold on his mercy by prayer, as 
their laft refort> their only remaining 
^afylum* Their common notion of an Al- 
mighty Being, the parent of the univerfe, 
and their fenfe of danger, prompt them 
to fuch acknowledgments of his provi- 
dence, 

* There are very pertinent tnd ftriking famplet 
in antiquity of the Heathen devotion* The one is 
Simplicius's Commentary on £pi6letuf, page 197* 
Tht vtbcr the Hyma •£ Cleantbus to Jupita r« 
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dencc, without any refle&ions on tlie 
more particular reafons and grounds of 
their duty. And what fuch unhappy 
creatures do thus occafionally, and from 
the mere impulfe of nature, we (bould 
do conftantly, from rational convi£lioni 
and fettled principles of religion. 

But however conftant, fincere» and 
fervent, you are in the exercife oi private 
devotion, my dear friend, let not that 
fatisfy you ; but, as you have opportu- 
nity, make confcience of paying the fame 
ferious attention to public. It is true, this 
branch of duty to the Moft High, is now 
growing too much out of ufe, and looked 
upon, by the unthinking, as a matter of 
very little confequence. — The infidel 
fneers at a regular and conftant regard 
to the public inftitutions of religion, as 
a fure indication of a weak, bigotted, fu-* 
perllitious mind ; and the lukewarm be- 
liever is glad to find an excuf e to indulge 
himfelf in the negleft of them : but 

furely 
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furely if there be a God, and any religi- 
ous homage or refpeSL at all due to him, 
•s certainly there is, reafon will tell ui 
it ought to be made a fecial coQcern.-— 
Our focial natures, wants, privileges, 
enjoyments, all call upon us to of^ 
fer up our united acknowledgements, 
prayers and praifes to Him as to our 
common Father, Benefa6lor, and Lord. 
•—This is one principal medium, by 
which the fpirit of private devotion is 
nouriflied and maintained in its true life 
and vigour*— 'And indeed, the very exift* 
cnce oi religion itfelf in our world, with 
which the happinefs of mankind, their 
focial and individual happinefs in both 
worlds, is fo particularly and infeparably 
€onne£led, depends very much upon the 
publk exercifes of its duties j — By this 
means the glorious dodrines, the holy 
precepts, the animating promifes, which 
lie at the foundation of all true piety and 

virtue, are brought to our remembrance, 

their 
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their excellency and importance dif« 
played, and a due regard to them urged 
upon our confciences ; and all under the 
advantage of a divinA appointment, and 
the affurance of the divine f refence and 
blefling if we will believe our Bibles^ 
Accordingly we are exhorted and com- 
manded, •• not to forfake the affembling 
." of ourjTelves together, but to Worfliip 
*• the Lord in the beauties of holinefs, 
" to call upon him and praife his name 
•' together." — Hence the truly wife, in 
all ages of the world, have admired and 
praflifed the duties of public worfliip, 
and with one voice have declared their 
abundant excellency and utility. And 
the more attentively and ferioufly you 
confider the fubjeft, in the light in which 
reafonand confcience, as well as the Bi-» 
BLE, fet it, the more clearly you m\\ fee 
the futility and danger of liftening to the 
voice of prejudice againft public religion^ 
kowever fupported by fpecious pre- 
tences 
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fences to better knowledge and tafl,c, or 
the authority of great names, and the 
pQwer of fafhionable example. 



I am, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 

To the fame. In Continuation. 

TiUT, my dear fir, that the pious 
•*^ intercourfe with the* Almighty Fa- 
ther, recommended in my laft, may be 
maintained confiftently with your condi- 
* lion, asasiNNER againft him, and yotir 
prayers be heard with acceptance, let all 
be done " in the name of the Lord 
" Jesus;" i, e. let all be accompanied 
with a deep fenfe of your unworthinefs, 
and an humble penitent truftin Christ, 
as opening a " new and living way '* to 
your hope " by his blood." I cannot 
here enter into a formal prooi of this 
doftrine ♦ ; but I fhould be wanting in 
friendfiiipto yourbeft intereft, for which 
I have profeffed fo much concern in 
the reft of thefe^ letters, if I did not re- 
commend it to your devout confideration 

and 

* See mere, Litter X* 
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and ftudy, as you will find rcprefented 
ID your Bible, efpccially the NewTef- 
tatpent. With a confcience purified 
by a vital faith in the atoning efficacy of 
the Redeemer's precious blood, and a 
fcnfe of the forgiving mercy of God that 
way maniiefted, you will find unutterable 
pleafure in a conllant courfe of devoti« 
onal exercifes ; draw nigh to the fuprcme 
Majefly, and contemplate his perfe£lions 
with the true fpirit of adoration ; love 
and confide in him, as your gracious Fa« 
ther ; and be enabled to maintain your 
Chri&ian chara£ler with folid fatisfa6lion 
to your own heart, andjuft dignity in the 
cyc«of tb© world. 

It is true, this way of coming unto 
GO0, and fixing your hope of acceptance 
with*him, is condemned by fome as un«. 
necelEiry and irrational ; apiece of mere 
puritanical abfurdity. And I readily 
confefs it is fo intirely out of the 
fphere of human reafon as not to be 

difco- 
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difcoverable by any excrcife of its powers 
that we know of, and therefore matter of 
pure^ fupernatural^ revelation ; yet 
when revealed, and as it is revealed in our 
Bibles, it appears fo neceflary to the ho- 
nour of the divine government; fo worthy 
ti infinite wifdom and goodnefs ; fo fuited 
to the condition of guilty depraved crea- 
tures, fuch as we all are ; that our reafon, 
upon an unprejudiced confideration and 
real underftanding of it, cannot but apn» 
prove and rejoice in it. The preiump- 
tuous pride of reafon, is, by this means in- 
deed, laid low in the duft, but all its hum^ 
ble ferious enquiries about the divine 
friendfhip, and all its moil enlarged defires 
after it, are abundantly fatisfied. — 'With- 
out z fupernaturaly or fpecial revela- 
tion, we have nothing to depend upon 
for our pardon and reftoration to the fe- 
vour of the Deity, but that general be- 
nignity or mercy we perceive in his works 

of creation and providences which) whe- 
ther 
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- ttier it mll^ or, indeed, confidently with 
his other perfet^ions, and the ends of hia 

• government, can^ be fo far exten4e4 to- 
words us, even fuppofingour fincer^ re* 
pentance, it is utterly impoflible, fro^i 
any principles of reafoning, difcoverable 
by us in the book of nature only, fairlj 
to conclude. Reafon itfelf will tell us, 
that our repentance, though ever fo fin* 
oere, and in o^her refpefis allowed to be 
ever fo proper a qualification for mercy, 
i$ not that perfed obedience which xye 
cfi^e to our Maker ; nor can do any thing 
towards repairing the dilhonour done to 
the divine government by our fins. Mere 
iTncertain guefles, attended with perple]^^ 
ing darknefs and deftrefling fears, i$ all 
that reafon, without farther afliflance can 
pofllibly afford in this important cafe. 
At her oracle it is in vain to expeft a' 
fatisfa£lory anfwerto that moft feriout 
and interefting enquiry, " What fhall I 
♦• do to be favcd ?" and the high'^r ad^ 
E vancci 
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yinces we make in the knowledgc^.'of* 
God, his perfe£lions and government, 
and of our own nature, its defilement 
and guilt ; the more numerous will be 
ojLir difficulties ;'the more uncertain oujp 
hopes ; and the more afilifling our feaxs« 
But when we look inta the book o( 
God, we find the cleareft, ilrongeft, a(* 
fuxances from himfelf of the placabilitjc- 
of his nature^ and that <* there is indee4' 
" forgivenefs with him for all fincerjely^ 
" penitent believers." There we fee him- 
fending his dearly beloved fon from. 
Iieaven, the faithful and true wi^iefs, to 
declare the glorious and delightful truth;, 
and atteft it in the moft fol^nn and affefi- . 
ing manner; even by his moil bitter and; 
painful death. And whatftill moreabun-* 
dantly adds to the lullre and evidence of 
this truth, and gives the fulleft fatisfa£lion^ 
to the awakened mind, funk down with 
the confcioufncfs of its guilt and un- 
^Yoxthinefs, is, the farther afliirance therQ« 

given 
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given, that diis interpofitian of the Soa 
of God is to be confidered as that of a 
MEDIATOR and Advocate, with re- 
fpeS to the Divine Juflice ; and that his 
pbedience, even to the death of the crofs, 
in iha^ charafier, is to be underfiood a« 
» true .^4 proper facriQce of atonement 
to th^t jufiicc for our fins ; a neceflar^r 
and cqnnpJclely fatisfa£lory acknowledge 
nent tQ the M^jcily of the Divine Go^ 
vernmtmt affronted by us, and the gract* 
-oufly appoinicd mediam qf leading us to 
iincere rapei^tanc^ and obedience, an4 
fen4erilig us acc^pt^hle to ^ juft and holy 
God. Hence we read.thatbe *^ puti. 
<* away fin by the facri^ce of hin^feU ; thait 
** we have redemption afid remifiioii of 
** fins^arejuftifiediUid h%ve accefs ta Qoc) 
*^ by his blood ;" ^nd tb^ ** ho gives tg^ 
pentaqce, and reconciles us to God." 

And indeed this gfes^t suid glorious 

do&rine of an atoning Mediator, 

make« a^ csqpital and leading ^ticle, in 

Ea the 
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the Bible account of the religion of 
fallen man, and runs througb-every part 
of that gracious revelation, (though with 
difTerent degrees of perfpicuity) from 
the firil promife made to our guilty 
.parents in Paradife, to the iait chapter 
of the facred canon. And, fo far as it has 
been difcerned, has always been the firft 
and laft refort of every truly penitent 
iinner's confcience, in the great affair of 
pardon and acceptance with God. 

Hence it is, that the name of Christ 
is fo peculiarly delightful to the true 
Chiiftian. He has feen and felt the evil 
of fin, and found deliverance from it 
ONLY HERE ; — HERE he refts his hope 
of forgivenefs and eternal life, as on a 
.fure foundation, the rock againft which 
the gates of hell (ball not prevail. Having 
gained this rock, he breathes new air, 
feels new life and enjoyments ; looks 
down on earth and alt her glories with 
,a' jult contempt, and pants for heaven^ 
and the immortal honours and felicities 

there. 
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^hcre. He reads his Bible with pecu- 
liar pleafure, becauf(p he finds it full of 
the power and grace of his Redeemer^ 
The hiftory of providence, the inftitu- 
tions of religion, the do£lrines and pro- 
raifes of eternal happinefs, as there ity 
corded, all refer to Jesus, as the be- 
ginning and end, the life and foul o^ 
the whole, the grand medium of all the 
difpenfations of grace and mercy to man* 
kind : " for no man Ivts feen God at 
'^ any time," but as the Son reveals 
him ; ililed therefore, <* the image of 
** the invifible Goo, the brightnefs of 
** glory." In the days of the patriarchs 
and prophets, under the Old Teftament, 
he was the *' angel of the divine pre** 
•* fence,'* through whom the name of 
God, his power, majefty, mercy, as the 
God oi grace and (alvation, were mani* 
fefted ; though many of the peculiar 
gloriei of bis perfon and office were 
ftill concealed andejr » v^il of compa^ 
E 3 native 
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fiienl, this veil is drawn afide, and be 
ftands forth in the full lafire ot his facred 
chara£ler, as the'* Saviour of men; OoD 
*< manifeft in their flefli ; having all the 
*' fullnefs of the Godhead dwelling ii^ 
•* him bodily. The mediator between 
^ God and man," whofe interpofition i» 
6f the! higheil confequence to our ihte« 
teft in the divine favonr. 

However the name of the Lord j£« 
tv$i therefore^ may be abufed by en* 
ihufiafti and hypodrites^ to ferve theii^ 
Irile purports i the vkious infidel blaf'>* 
{ihemoufly deride it j at the cold.dtfciple 
treat it with indifierence; the real Chrif* 
tian will think on it with the moft 
affeflionate gratitude* and rejoice i;i it 
as the only name given under heisiven for 
his falvation ; the name •f that moll ne« 
teflary, fincere^ und amiable friend, who 
has redeemed lum to God 1^ His btoP^«^ 

In a' wordi tbt facvcd difpiUy of ^ 

perfoo 
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«|»erfon of Christ; his unparallellcftl 
humiliation ; his moft perfeA obedience 
to thevrill of his Father ; his fervour 
in devotion ; his patience in fiiffering ; 
his contempt of worldly glory ; his ar«> 
ident love of mankind ; themsCnner and 
defign of his death ; the power of his ref-^ 
furre6lion ; the heights of his exalta* 
tion, and the dominion heexercifes ovet 
all creatures; his coming to diflblve the 
prefent frame of nature, and judge the 
world in righteoufnefs ; and the ihanifell 
tendency of the whole to rellore true ho* 
linefs and felicity to man: — ^Thcfc parti- 
cularli, and many others of the like na« 
tare, which we find in our BiBL£s,con- 
Gerhing this glorious perfonage confti-> 
tute a CHARACTER of fuch univerfal 
)>erfe£lion, grandeur, and importance, as 
Itiuft v^ry fenfibly firike every mind that 
hasanyjull fenfe of moral excellency^, 
lUfy Cade for true glory ; hot much more; 
fo V^eh it is'conlidered that with this 

£4 CHA- 
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bly With it ; yet that the fcripturc iddi 
of it, fuchas I have endeavoured to give, 
cannot be fairly obje3ed td as having 
any fuch tendency.— Here is nothitig 
required of you as a duty, but what i$ 
every way becoming your reafonabie and 
imiportal nature ; nothing forbidden, 
but what is indeed bafe and diChoixour^ 
able ; you are alarmed with no dangers^ 
but what are real, and, if not ptevented, 
will prove fatal ; the promifes made yoo 
are all faithful ; and the blefflngs the/ 
contain, fuch as cannot fail Df affording 
you endlefs felicity, if you fincerely 
believe them, and a& agreeably. 

And now, by way of conclulion to 
thefe two laft letters, I beg leave to aidd. 
That with a mind thus enlightened and 
fbpported by faith and prayer^ yctu will 
Aot only be able to withftand the moft 
lSc>rceabIe temptations to vice ; or if iit 
fome unguarded moment uahapfily^ 
aver^ome, -be reified 10 your ktogritf 
\ » and 
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ttnd peac^ df mind ; but alfa to exhibit 
to thpfe about you, a ihining example 
of the moft amiable virtue; the virtue of 
« Cncere Ghriftian ; fuch as^ however 
•the.falfe wit of the vicious may incline 
ihtm to ridicule, their fober confciences 
InBft always approve and v'enerate ; and 
which they will earneilly wiih they had 
imitated, when the vifionary enchantments 
of life are over^ and they are really awa- 
kened, by the near approach of death, and 
. its tremendous confequences ) and when 
. they will fiudi by fad experience^ the falfe 
pleafures oi vice, exchanged for the 
jreal pangs of remorfe ; their moft fpi^* 
» rlted contempt of the divine difpleafure^ 
for the moft heart-appalling fears of it ; 
and that immortality, which was origin 
nally defigned as their greateft bleflingi 
a£^ually turned into the heavieft curfe.-^ 
But, when the devout, the juft, the 
temperate, the benevolent believer^ will 
h^ ec&abled to refle6l upon a liie fpent in 

the 
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the fear of Goo. the love of Christ, 
and real ufefulnefs to men, with the 
higheft confolation ; and welcome with 
the fincereft joy» the approach of bis 
diflblution, as opening to him the glo- 
riousy the tranfporting profpefl of anend« 
tefs exiftence in " his prefence where 
•• there is fulnefs of joy, and at whofc 
*' right hand there are plcafures for 



I am, &c. 
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To the fame* 

Young men exhort f^ttffottwj to be fober-- 
mirtded. PaulioTitus. 

TT is poflible, my dear friend, at the 
very time this letter is put into your 
hands, you may be deeply engaged in 
fome of the gayer fcenes of life, and 
your fpirits all in a flow ot the moft 
delightful diflipation: if fo, and you 
Ihould happen to open it at fo unfeafon- 
able a junfture, you may be ftruck very 
difagreeably with even the fight of my 
jnotto, apd haAily conclude, that the 
contents muft needs be a perfef^ contrail 
to the pleafureis you are a£lually enjoy- 
ing ; and may, therefore, be rather in- 
clined to treat me with fome degree of 
refentroent, as an impertinent intruder 
into your company, than freely open 
your heart to the ferious and inflruflive 

enter- 
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entertainment I ihoi^d hece prefent yoxk 
with. 

But (hould tilts be the difpofition of 
your mind, at the firft view of things-; 
yet, when you come to retire, j^nd your 
cooler refle&ions take place, I am per* 
fuaded you will thinK mor^ confifieatty , 
with your beft interefi, and give me, at 
l^ft, a patient and fair hearing. If. 
therefore, you have run your eye down 
thus f»r, and are too iqucb engaged to 
proceed properly, ftop here» and put up 
the paper till the hour of retirement an4 
refleftion arrives ; but let it not be too 
long delayed. 

True RELIGION and VIRTUE, honj*. 
fverdifguAful to the falfe tafte that has 
always too generally prevailed amongft 
mankind, are raoft certainly the fcources 
ti{ innumerable delights, which, above 
all others, are adapted to the conftitutioa 
and condition of the human nature ; and 
capable of giving it the raoft Aibftantial, 

refined, 



I, E T T E R VL 6a 

refinQd,an4e)^aItedfatisf93iQn, ^yherer 
ever t^efe divine pfinciples are properly 
(Cultivated, and pofTefs the heart indeed^ 
they give a more pleafing relifh tq all 
the joys of profpprity, and difperfe the 
^arknefs which otherwife haiig^ over the 
(late of adyerfity^ Under their govern- . 
jnent we ipay be hai^y, npt only in ihp 
poifeflion of great richer and honpufSj. 
QT when encertaiqe4 with the fprightly 
wit pf fel^£l companions, the fplendor 
suid poHtenefs qi public aflemblies, or 
aoy other of the pleafing amufement^ of 
IJfje : but. happy top, (yea often ten 
tboufand times moTQ fo in reality) lyhei^ 
pandering alone in the fplitary retreat. 
Of ^hen furrounded \yith the greateft 
clangers, funk in the depths of temporal 
ij^iflion, and even in the nearefi and 
moft certain views pf death, and that 
awfuUribunal, where we mu|l bejudge^ 
for etefnity. 

I am no enemy to the cheerful enjoy* 

ment 
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mcnt of the prcfent life and world, at 
the ufe of the various mediums of ptea- 
fure indulgent providence puts into our 
power ; whether they appear in the fim- 
ple drefs of nature, or are improved and 
rendered ilill more exalted and elegant, 
by the refinement^ of art ; provided that 
enjoyment be regulated by r^afon and 
religion, the true fear of God, and the 
prevailing love and praftice of righteouf- 
nefs ; and fo, as not to impair that lively 
telifti we ihould always prefer ve for t^ie 
infinitely fuperior entertainments the gfa-* 
cious revelation of the gofpel enfurcis to 
its obedient believers. 1 therefore hear- 
tily join in the fentimei^ts pf the wife 
king of Ifrael, who underllood hun(;taa 
nature, and knew the world as well at 
any man in it, and confequently yicaf 
every way qualified to direfl our ta$e 
and conduft ; where he fays, *• Re- 
*• joice, O young man, in thy youth, 
" and let thy heart chear thee in the 

•• dayf 
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^ dayi of thy youth ij walk in the ways 
« of thine heart, and in the fight of 
** thine eye^ i but know thou, that for 
•* all thefe things God will bring thee 
•* into judgment/* Which is as much 
as if he had faid in our ftile and maimer^ 
•• You may, my young friend, freely 
" ufe the bounties of providence, and 
*' enjoy yourfelf in the world as long as 
" ^poiEble ; but be fure always take care» 
•* that neither the nature nor the mea* 
" fure of your enjoyment be inconfiftent 
^ with your relation and duty to the 
** Supreme Being, and your intereft in 
" another world. Let your freeft plea- 
•• fiires be always over-ruled by the die- 
•• tatcs of true piety, the fear and love ot 
** GoDf and the confcioufnefs of your 
*• own dignity, as a reafonable and im- 
** mortal beitig ; now in a ftate of pro« 
*' bation, anon in a flate of inconceivable 
" blifs or woe, according as you behave 
** properly or improperly here/' 

F W« 
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, We have no occafion to be fad^ in 
Order to be ferious. Unlefs we aflually 
enjoy the good things our heavenly Fa« 
ther beftows upon us, we ifaall not be 
Capable of anfwering the ends of his 
beneficence in bellowing them ; fuch as 
the animating our gratitude to him, im- 
proving our minds in true virtue, and 
extending our ufefulnefs to our fclloW 
creatures* The joylefs muft be thank-^ 
lefSy'CoId^ unbenevolent ; and often dif* 
contented, morofe, injurious ; but ilill, 
we ought never to loofe fight of the 
rules of temperance, and the folemn 
account we are to give to our benefactor 
at laft. We may livei yet not as thofe 
who forget that they have another world 
to live in, where our condition muft 
take, at lead, its general complexion, 
from the fentiments and afre6lions that 
governs us in this; but live as men, who 
know they are living for eternity ; and, 
which adds infinite weight to the argu-* 

ment^ 
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ndent, live as Christians, who proicls 
to belicve,they owe the enjoyment of the 
innocent delights even of this life, and 
the hope and expe3ation of what is 
infinitely better in the life to come, to 
the unparalleled fufferings of the Son of 
God. Live, therefore, not to ourfelves, 
in fenfuality and worldly luft, but to 
our Redeemer, in grateful obedience and 
love. 

It is extremely dangerous, and (hews 
a culpable degree of temerity, to purfue 
the phantom pleafure, to the utmoft 
limits of virtue ; when, therefore, any 
indulgence to which we are folicited^ 
appears in the leaft doubtful, it mud be 
wifeft and be ft to determine on the fide 
of lorbearance. The curious nicenefs 
of jefuitical cafuiftry, however it may 
Satisfy our confciences while blinded 
by corrupt prejudices, and the glare ot 
ialfe happinefs, will afibrd us a poor 
90itfolatiQn> when our eyes come to be 
F ft opened 
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opened indeed, by the near approaecll 
of death, and the light of the eternal 
\rorld. 

Pleafure and danger are not otfly clofeljr 
connefled, but often fo blended toge** 
thcr, 2wid the latter fo deeply concealed 
under the appear artcc of the former, as 
fo require more attention than ufaalljr 
falls to the fhare of unexperiettced youths 
without frequent admonitions, to difcern 
the difference, and form a right judgment 
of their duty and intereft; at leaft, witb 
that cleariiefs andprecifton that is necef- 
fary. You will do well therefore^ my 
friend, in this cafe, to hearken atten^ 
tively to the voice of more experienced 
reafon ; and that will tell yon, that 
when you find the warmth of your heart 
in favour of this world's delights grow- 
violent, and the pulfe of fenGble enjoy«^ 
ment beat high, it is more than time tfr 
be alarmed. There is a feafon forinno^ 
cent gaiety, and a feafon for ferionfnels > 

take 
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jtake care^ xhefirft be not held out too 
Jong, nor retxyrn too often ; or the lat- 
ter cut too Ihort^ and return too fel- 
iom^ A great deal, as to the re£litude of 
your fentiments and condu3, in every 
refped, depends upon your management 
here. Chearfulnefs of heart it is indeed 
our duty, if poffible, to maintain ; but 
- whea it degenerates into down-right le- 
<rity, it beeomes our fin. Serioufnefs is 
the oppofite to this levity, and a proper 
guard againll it. — That ferioufnefs, I 
mean, which arifes from religion, and is 
accompanied with its blciTed hopes ; an<} 
not that deje£led fadnefs and melan* 
(Choly which aiifes from bad temper, bo-p 
diIydifeafe,orafuperflitiousimagination, 
ivhich too often bears the name of feri* 
pufnefs, and pafles for fuch amongft th^ 
weaker fort of well-meaning people. 
This indeed may baniOi from the heart 
i»ll finful levity, but cfiablifties nothing 
l^ettpr in its flead, nothing but what is 
F3 as 
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as inconfiftent with the great dutrcs of 
contentment, hope, and joy in God, as 
even levity itfelf ; and which, being fa 
often indulged by the religious, has been 
the means of prejudicing many againft 
religion itfelf, ^nd led them to conceive 
it as the bane of all enjoyment. This 
gloominefs of foul, therefore, we (bould 
fet ourfelves to oppofe, with all our 
might, by often ^efletling upon its defor- 
mity, conflaptly checking its firft ap^ 
proaches, and diligently cultivating the 
contrary difpofition. And, to the fame 
end, fhould make a careful ufe of thofe 
fpiritual means which the blefledgofpel 
furniOies us with, as well as thofe natural 
ones, which rcafon and providence throw 
in our way ; the one to prefexve the pu- 
rity and peace of our confciences, and 
the other to maintain the exhilerattng 
vigour, and generous flow of the animal 
fpirits, on which the operations of the 
inind, and particularly the combinations 

and 
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and modes of its ideas, and confequently 
its fatisfa3ion and chearfulnefs, greatly 
depend. 

We are commanded, indeed, by the 
great author of our leligion, to ^ deny 
•♦ ourfelves, and take up ouir crofs. •• But 
thefe, and the like precepts, are b y no 
means defigned to prohibit the natural, 
regular, and temperate ufe, of fuch 
delights, as providence puts it into our 
power to enjoy ; but the unnatural, irre- 
gular, and intemperate only ; and to dif*- 
pofe us to refign thefe delights chearfuUy 
to the will of God, the intereft ot reli^ 
gion, and our better hopes, whenever he 
calls for fuch inAances of our obedience^ 
The duty of a Chriftian, in this cafe, doeft 
not lie In a voluntary humility, and fu-r 
, perftitious mortifications ; but in goveruT 
ing his appetites and reftraining them 
from allexcedes ; in cheriQiing the moft 
lively gratitude to his divine benefaflor, 
and improving the bleffings he enjoys, to 
F A hii 
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his glory and good of mankind. Not in 
creeping and fkulking into corners tQ 
hide himfelf from the notice of the 
world ; but in living in the feice of it, 
•with an exemplary fuperiority, to all un^ 
iue influence from it ; Hying ^nder the 
po^wer of redeeming love» and the hopQ 
of eternal life and glory^ 

But ilill it muft be acknowledged, 
where the meai^s and opportunities oi 
worldly pleafu^es are polfefled, teroptan 
lions to a criminal fplf- indulge nce»levity^ 
and difBpation of thought, are not want-* 
ing ; into thefe, therefore, we arc contri 
monly ii^ far greater dagger of falling^ 
than iiito the e^^creme of ierioufnefs,^ oi 
too deep concern about ff^ritvial things ; 
and are often too ready to look upon the 
juft 4<^gree qf itiam pleading for, if no| 
as a real deformity of mind, yet as aUor 
gether unncceffary, and confequently to 
he avoided rather than cultivated. Ab4 
yet, without ii« it i^ ixn|K)i&ble we ibouI4 

bo 
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be truly wife, or really happy ; t. e. be 
HJble to keep this world at its due diftance 
from our hearts, or manage the important 
iptereft we h^ve in another, with due at*- 
Ration and fuccefs* Here, therefore, 
many of thofe caj^ipitic?, to which we 
)are liable, are of eminent fervice ; they 
pll in our diflTipated ihoiights, over-awe 
the trifling powers of imagination, and 
fix the too volatile fpirits pf the mind (if 
Imay ufe fuchan exprcflion) and oblige 
lis to refleft, — Vanity, wjth all her en- 
chanting caftles, is driven away, as fea- 
thers before the wind. — Reafon refumcs 
her authority, and religion pours in her 
fuccours to fupport it.— rWe think clpfe- 
ly, deeply, juflly ; in one word, we are 
Jerious.-r-But though the affliftive dif- 
penfatipns of providence have their ufe, 
jjind are fometimps neccflary, to difpofe 
us to be truly ferious ; yet, bleffed be 
God, we have many other gentler means 
oi ity particularly the attentive confi- 

deration 
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deration of our mortality, and the repre-i 
fentations he has made of himfelf and his 
relation to us, of his .grace and mercy in 
Christ Jesus and of our future ftatc. 
But thefc muil be the fubje£ls of other' 
letters. In the mean time, 

I am, &r^ 
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LETTER VII. 

To the fame. In Continuation, 

NOW, my good fiiend, agreeably to 
what I hinted in the clofe of my 
laft, let lis fuppofe ourfclves taking an 
amufing walk in pur church-yard^ 
amongft the graves of our deceafed 
friends and neighbours.— |s it poffible to 
think here and not be ferious ? — Here, 
where \ve fee before our eyes the folemn 
ruins of human nature, the defolating ef- 
fefls of fin in our world, ^nd the fad to- 
kens of the divine difpleafure s^gainft it! 
Here, where the king of terrorsi fits in 
triumph with the fpoils of his tremendous 
power, and his viftories around him !* 
Here, where all is real, and expreffed 
with the utmoft clearnefs and propriety, 
rr-wherc truth is taught us by ii^difpu- 

table 

f Thron*d on the ruin of terreftl^l tjiin^i, 
lie iitSy and triumpbt on the dull of kings. 
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table IsL&Sf the filent language of which 
pierces the heart with an energy, fuperior 
far ta all the powers of rhetoric exerted 
ty the mo|t animated orator ! — Here^ in 
charaQers of various form and fize, but 
all equally ii^telligible, are written, •• The 
** fin of man — ^The righteoufnefs of God 
^* — ^The power of death— The worth oi 
^* time — The vanity of the world — ^The 
** neceffity of a SAVjouR/'-rr-Leffons 
thefe, of infinite importance ; and fucb 
^s, if attended to prpperly, wo^ild difppfp 
ps to think more fcrioufly and juft|y pf 
purfelves, and m^ke a more rational efti- 
pxate of human life, than we commonly 
do. To all which I may properly ad4 , 
lyhat our Bibles farther teach us (vi?;.) 
fhat though here is feemingly, yet not 
really, the end pf mankind ; they flill ex? 
ill, ftill live, think, feel, — IJere indeed is 
the full period of our time, and all our 
apparent coneftions with it ; but where 
time ends, eterkitv begins.— rThefe 

fceoes 
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fcencs of death naturally kad us to the 
contamplation of immortal exiftence 
which the dcathlefs fpirit has already tn^ 
tered upon, and in which the body itfelf 
ha\\ (hare; '' for this mortal muft put on 
** immortality^ and death be f wallowed 
•• up of life." 

Here, therefore, we ftand as it were 
between both worlds, the paft and the 
future.— *If we look back to the past^ 
We fee thefe carcafes, or their dufty re« 
fickf^ once afluated by vital intelligent 
powers ;-^juft fuch thinking, bufy crea« 
tures, as ourfelves ; and fome of thent, 
perhaps, like too many of us, without 
any heart imprefling thought of what 
Iheynoware; folicitoufly engaged, with 
all the gnft of longing expe£tation and 
hope« in the purfuit of falfe and delufive 
hi^plnefs.— ^Death comes in fome un-* 
looked for hour, and condgns over theijr- 
bodies to the powers oi corruption, and 
fends their immortal fpirits to God, the 

judge 
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judge of all.— ^If wc look forward to the? 
f UTURE, wc fee, on the other hand, thtf 
dreadful (late of defolation and defpair^ 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched.* Mifcry to which wc caif 
£x no period. 



* Some riiay be ready to objed to' thefe defcripti^ 
•ns of terror, as puritanical and unneceflfary, tending 
<o give religion a ibocking appearance, &c.— But cer« 
faiilly. Goo is juft as 'Well as merciful : and has taught 
us, both by his word and providence, to confider fio 
«a offenfive to him, and the the puni(hment of it at . 
elfential to his moral government;— To fear evil is 
natural, and a part of our confticution ; and as that 
punilhment is the great^Il of all evils, it is moft of all 
the obje£l of fear. — Goo himfelf often addreflfes pur . 
fears, as one means of awakening our concern to avoid 
that evil. Mere (laviHi fear, indeed, U not true re- 
ligion, ye!: it is often the means of leading our attend 
tion to it. And, therefore, fays the apoftle, ** know- 
ing the terrors of the Lo r 0, wc perfuadc nieri," Thrf 
goodnefs of Goo, indeed, it is that properly leaidsu^ 
to effeftual and faving repentance; but that we m>f 
be awakened to a due notice of that goodnefs, we art 
C9ld» that God ** will render tribulation and wrath 

t* 
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'* A difmal fituation wafte and wild^ 
A dungeon horrible on all fides roand— - 
Regions of forrow, doleful (hades, where peace 
And reft can never dwell ! hope, never comes. 
That eomes to all ; but torture without end» 
Where all lifedies^ death lives, and nature 

breeds 
Fenrerfe^all DX)nftrouff, all prodigious things. 

Abominable 

** to evety finally impenitent finneh^*— — That thi* 
punidiment (hall reach beyond this life, is alfo evi- 
4^t from the wOrd 6f Go6, which declares a judg- 
ncnt to come; when God will « render to every 
** man, according to the deeds done in the body, 
*( good or evil; and that the wicked (hall go to what 
** that world calls, everlafting puni(hment with the 
M devil and his angels; outer darknefs, where there 
** (hall be weeping, and wailing, and gnalhing of 
«« teeth." And that we (hould *' fear Goo, becauft 
*< he can not only kill the body, but caft both foul 
** and body into Hell ;" t. e. not only put an end to 
our prefent life, but puni(h us after it. It is fuper- 
ftidout. and foolilh to fear where no fear is ; but it 
argues a falfe delicacy, and a mere affedation of wif* 
dom, not to fear where there is fuch folid and juft 
reafons for it, ia the rery nature pf things^ and th« 
fftd, of Go9. 
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Abominable, tmutterable. andwotfe 
Than fables yet have feign*d, or fearcon* 
cciv'd*. 

On tbe other hand, the bright and 
blifsful ftate, where the Almighty has 
fixed his eternal throne, and where he 
difplays, in light ineSFable, all the know* 
able excellencies of his nature, the ma- 
jefly of his government, and the riches 
of his grace s and thereby felicitates my- 
riads of glorious creatures transiormed 
into his likenefs, and filled with its fuU 

DCfs. 

*^ There rich variety of joy 
Continual feafts the mind ; 

Pleafures which fill, but never cloyi 
Immortal and refin'd. 

No cloud thofe blifsful regions know^ 
For ever bright and fair ; 

For fin, the fource of mortal woe. 
Can never enter there. 

• MUton'8 TmdiU UiL 

There 
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There no alternate night is kqpwn. 
Nor fun's meridian ray ; 

But glory, from the facred throne 
Spreads ever lafting day*. 

To one or the other of thefe, awfully 
different abodes, we have reafon to be- 
lieve, every fpirit, that once inhabited 
the feveral refpe^ive fydemsof duft here 
rcpofited, is now gone !— And thus, my 
friend, it muft foon be with you and me. 
—•Our bodies be thus reduced to this low 
ftate of inglorious wretchednefs ; and 
our fpirits (hine in this heaven, or fmk 
into the darknefs of that hell! So^ nearly 
and deeply interefted are we in thefe 
fcenes of mortality and their confequen- 
ces ! How ferious ! How alarming the 
confideration ! 

You will, perhaps, be ready to fay. 

Very true, — ** But thefe are particulars 

G *• fo 

♦POMDS by THS0004IA. 
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•^ fo familiar to otir obfepvatkm, and fo 
", trite by being the perpetual fubjcSs 
" of hajrangues with the moraiiflB and 
•• divines of every age* that one is even 
*• weary in attending to them.— They 
*• loofeall their power of IhftruQion, and 
" make no iropreffion Upon the heart." 
I allow this is too much the cafe$ but are 
they really the lefe important for this ^^ 
Though all men die» and all men talk 
of it, is our cojicern in it the lefs worthy 
of our attention ? Or will a death in our 
ifins be a jot the lefs terrible and painful 
for our not thinking of it before ? Surely 
not. Let us therefore^ notwithftanding 
all the ialfe maxijns, the bufinefs and 
pleafures of the world ; and while health 
and reafon, and the means of grace» are 
continued to us^ let us endeavour fo to 
•• number our days, that we may, indeed, 
** apply our liiearts to wifdom ;*' the 
wiPiom, not of this world, any farther 
than what r^latQ^tQ our dul}» in it, but 

of 
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Al that whicK m u> covie^ where our 
.moft interefting affairs lie. — ^The Wif- 
4iom, thereCorr, which confifteth in the 
right knowledge of Goo, hii pert'c£lions 
and goTernment ;•— -the digmt^ and de- 
:pravity of our natures, and the way of 
fOur falvation by Christ ; and this at- 
tended wiih fincere repentance^ felf-de^ 
nial, a juft contempt for all merely fen- 
fual enjoyraentSy fubmiffiooi to the laws 
«nd providence of God, and hope in his 
mercy. Wifdom not only in theory, but 
alfo in practice, which only, indeed, is 
worthy of the name* For knowledge 
alone, however clear and comprehen- 
.live, even in refpcft of religion itfclf, if 
lK>t accompanied with a fuitable pra£lice, 
.is» in facl, the greateil folly ; as it rcn«. 
4ersour condii£l the more inexcufable, 
fiets the evil of it ia a ftronger Ught, and 
compels us to refle£l upon it with the 
more ps^inful fenCbiiky. And yet, in 
this merely fpeculative,. ttni^fluencing 
G 2 knowledge 



knowledge, Mirt are extremely apt to reft, 
Jtis «ven diftreffingto fee men, who 
Slake a great Ihew of pious zeal about 
the doflrines of Chriilianity ; who ftand 
tiponthe moft pan£Ulious ftrifinefs of 
interpretation! where the Bible gives 
^hegreateft latitude; andwhojudge^ even 
-with the moft uncandid feverity, about 
the right of their fellow Chriftians, to 
an intereft in the common Saviour, and 
the privileges of bis houfe« — I fay, it 'is 
cvendiftreffing to fee, how deilitute thcfe 
men often are of a real influential belief 
of the gofpel, and a pra£lical regard to its 
moft effential and diftinguifhing duties ; 
and particularly to that charity, benevo- 
lence, and contempt of this world, it fo 
ilrongly recommends both by precept 
and example. And how many others 
are there amongft the common fort of 
profeffing Chriftiari^ who read the hif-* 
tory and doSrines of Christ, his inw 
carnation^ fufierings^ and death for iin^i 
'\ ' ncrs; 
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irers ; hear them opened to their under- 
fiandingSy and applied to their confcienf^ 
ces, with all poflible faithfulnefs and 
energy in the facred miniftr)' ; and who 
even acknowledge ihefe thinors to be of 
the utmoHconfequence to their happinefs 
in another world ; and yet, after all, pay 
no praQijcal regard to thsm, but live aii4 
die as if they had no more concern in 
ihem than the beafts that perilh ! They 
jnay, and many of thenar do, carry the 
name of ChriQian to the remoteil parts 
q{ the earth ; but, ^t the fame time, car-* 
Xy with them fuch a train of enormous 
vices, as Ihock eyea the mod fav^ge hea« 
thens. 

And this amazing ncgleft of vital 
Chrifiianity, is, I fear, a growing evil ; 
the rich are too much intoxicated with 
the grandeur and pleafures pt the world ; 
thofe in the middle flations of lif^, too 
much involved in the bufinefs of it } and 
ihe very poor, <too much py^r-run with. 
G ^ i4ienels 
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idlenefs and ignor«nc-c, to attend* to %rvf 
ihing that requires fo much iaward re* 
tircmcnt, and fcrious rcfleftio©, as tht 
uffsin of religioa mod certainly do, ' 
Biut however commoit ^4 ptevaiHng 
iTiis fpiritnaJ ftupidity may be, it is not 
mt all the lefs irrational; wicked, dan-i» 
geroasv— However great or niany they 
*re, who dare to laiaghat the fear oi God^ 
flighi the meir^gesoi his n)eccy« and trifle 
with an c\'er!afting world, they cannqt 
alter the nattirc of things ; cannot con* 
fine their o^n ej^ciftence within the nar«* 
row limits of time, or difTolve the eternal 
obligations o^f religion and yirtue ; can* 
not annihilate their o^vq g"i^^ r^^erCp 
ihcJMdgmcnt of God, or qoench the 
flames of ever^burning ruin. — X^rc is a 
REALITY in ihefe things, which the ima^ 
ginatiqns of men could i^t g^ve, nor can 
ihey poffiMy take away. — Rcafon,, fcrip* 
fMfe, confcience, affure us, with irrefifti-* 
jble c^tiiimy^ tha( ^f(^ do ^odecd live her^ 
i for 
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an eternity of hajfipinefiy or Aifery in- 
ceivably great. How vain the at-* 
pt to invalidate fuch evidence ( How 
lib to oppofe the force ttf truths that 
I and will, after all, prevail ! But 
^ my de^ir fir, 1 leave you, for the pre- 
i to your own refleiiions, intending ta 
110 the fubjoi^ in my next, which fha^ 
follow. 



I am, &c« 



G4 LET* 
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LETTER VIII. 

To the fane. In Continuation. 

BEfides what has been already hinted, 
— ^Thc difcoverics the great and 
bleiTed Goo has been pleafed to make oi 
himfelf and his relation to us, in his holy' 
WORD, with which our confciencps, if 
not to the lad degree blinded and ftupi- 
fied, will always take part, have a mod 
natural and powerful tendency to fill 
your mind, my friend, with a variety of 
fentiments the mod grand, important, 
and delightful that can be conceived; 
and confequently,at once^difppfe you to 
aferious pheerfulnefs of heart, aad guard 
you agaif)ft the infatuating dangerous in- 
fluence of falfe pleafure. — In that divine 
book, we are taught to think of God, as 
the greateft and beft of beings; pof- 
feffed of every awful and amiable perfec 
tion ; as always prefent with us, obfer- 
ving in a manner peculiar to himfelf, no^ 

only 
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toly our outward anions, but the inmolt 
thoughts of our hearts ; all the princi* 
pies and motives upon which we a£k, and 
the ends at which we aim ; — for, as an 
elegant .writer eypreffetb it. 

His glance like lightning hokf all npture throu^^ 

}and this, not as an unconcerned fpedator, 
hut as a father, ^hle and ready to aflift 
US in all our difficulties, and comfort us 
in all our diAreffes^-r-and, as a judge, felf 
authorized and determined to fix our 
chara£lers and our portion for eternity, 
upon the principles of our moral truths 
equity, and goodnefs. 

Now it is^ I think, utterly impoflible, 
to confider purfelvib^ in this fituatipn, 
ithus furrounded with the Deity', thus 
** living^ moving, and having pur bein|r 
^ in him; thus feeing him vho is invi* 
*• fiblc, fetting him always before us;'^ 
^d| at the fame tiipe> confider his cha- 

ra£ler 

f p^i & V X %*% Day of Judgment* 
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rafler as our Father and Judge, without 
feeling our hearts infpired with fome de-« 
gree of humble confidence and hope, re^ 
verence and awe ; or, in other wordsj 
without that cheerfulnefs and fohriety I 
am pleading for. But ilill more parti<r 
cularly, in the Bible, the Eternal Fa- 
ther points us to Jefus Chrifl his fon, and 
addrefles us in language to this efiefi ;--» 
•* Behold, what manner of love I have 
** beilowed upon you, in appointing my 
^' dear fon, ip whom I am well pleafed, 
*' to be my falvatipn to the ends of the 
•• earth, the light and the Iffe of men!— r 
" See him not only becoming incs^rnate^ 
*' a man of forrows, and acquainted with 
^* grief ; but even dying upon a crofs^ 
*^ healing tl\^ fins pf many, and making 
** an ey^lafting atonement for thcmj--- 
^ Him I have ra^ifi^ from the dead, and 
*' fet at my own right-hand, a PrinC6 
** a^d a Saviour, to give repentance 
" 1^ j^cmiffioj;! of fins ; fo that whofo- 

. ^* ever 
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*^ ever' %it>cBgA yon, believes in him^ 
^ wit^ a pf^nitent sind obedient hearty 
1^ (hall tio^ periih, but hare everladiiig 
f* lite 5 — but fae that believeth not, bilt 
t* :flights this teftimony of my goQdtiefe 
" or jab^linately pppofes, or flothfulljr 
^ iiegle£ls, the faving merf y thus ten- 
f* Jlercd him, IhaH not fee life, bi|t die 
f* in his fifts, and fuffer the pains of evcr- 
-f? laftit^gddftniftion fr^m my prefcnce.^ 
r— And can any thing in the world be 
tnore or better adapted to awaken otir 
fears^ et^courage repentance, infpife ^is 
with hope, and engage qur gratfeful af- 
fe6i40iis, and oqr whole he^jrts to God*; 
or make us truly refiotis., than fuch de'- 
^iaratioits as tljcfc?— -As finners, we are 
^ondemn^sd ulready*, \he •• wrath of 
1* God abidcth on us,'* as the Btutt 
aiTures u$ i awful affarance!) But thrqmgh 
the divine goodnefs, aq<!| the interpofi* 
lioa of Jefu]^ jt Is qot wrat|^ to the ut« 

termoft 

^ John ill. s8> 36. 
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tcrmoft ;-^wc arc yet in a ftate of re- 
prieve and trial, have the ^eans of deli- 
verance in our hands, and a thoufand 
motives to urge us to the diligent ufe of 
them, and particularly many gracious 
promifes and. affurances of fuccefs,— 
X.ife and death, mercy and judgment, 
heaven and bell, call upon us to flee 
from the impending ruin, and lay hold 
upon the hope fet before us ; and, fure*» 
ly, fuch monitors as thelje cannot be 
heard witb indigerence» by creatures 
in fuch circumftances as ye are| If they 
can, wc n^uit be lender the moft mon- 
ilrous and Ihocking infatuatioi> ! — How:- 
jever large the promifes, however weighs 
ty th<: arguments, therefore,, on the fid^s 
of finful plfiaCurie maybe, andhowftrong* 
ly foeyer jthey may ftrike the lower pow- 
ers, of our nature, or the corruption of 
.the higher; y<5t, when compare^ vith 
the plea^ oi a never-dying cpiifcience, 
. |» Almighty God, a^d a moft graci- 
. . . ous 
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#tts Redeemer, the^ are lighter than 
:thc fmalleft atom of duft, thrown into 
jihe balance againft the whole material 
^nrorid. 

The man, therefore, that thinks like 
a man, made fenfible of his real condi- 
tion and danger, his true intereft and 
happinefs, muft and will, readily em- 
l)race the gofpel revelation, and rejoice 
in it, as a fcheme evcfry way glorious to 
the divine perfeftions, and every way 
neceflary and faliitary to the human na- 
ture. — Religion, the religion of Jesus, 
where all is magnificent, amiable, and 
iaterefting to the higheft degree, will be 
his perpetual and delightful fludy. In'* 
fiead of devoting himfelf, his time, his 
thoughts, intirely to the concerns of this 
life, or wafting them in unfatisfying and 
trifling pleafures, as he fees the bulk oi 
mankind do ; he will endeavour to roufe 
the powers of his foul, and get them im* 
, ^jrelTed with a fenfe of the excellency and 

imporunfefe 
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liflij^of tance of the promxfes and iiiffiit> 
itioosof CHRist; cdi»i€r& daily witb 
ibis BiBL£,hts conrciefice,.hts.G»O0> mai 
the invifible world ; and be particuhuriy 
careful to indttlgc ymfelfin no pteafiires 
incoafiften t with the regard due to thcfe 
great things — tit none, but what, if death 
Aould, as it moft certainl^f mzyi overtake 
him in die raidft of thenii he majr have 
no rational grouad for coafo&on and 

kar« 

. This perhaps, you will fay^ is mof^ 
then SERIOUS) it is severe*. — But I 
truft» when you recoafider it^ it will 
appear no more than what highly b6* 
comes our condition, as probationers for 

eternity 

* Is joy the dsu^tcr of fcverity ? 
It U— Yet far my doftrine from fcvetc* 

It It Taid of Grotius, who was fo juftly famed for 
hU great leamiog^ and wifdom, that being a(ked tfy 
a friend, bow he mi(^ lead bia life U> the grcatift 
jldvanUge, replied^'Be stjixovs* 
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fttriity^ and bound to the fear of GffD^ 
DJot only by tbe lies of bts indiffuiable 
mthoricy, but .aUb o£: bi& ccdtecmiirg 
nercy ; and fuchi indeed, a^ is necc Siirf 
for tbe snaintainbg tUm juA tianqpiUiiy 
^ mind^ in which a great deal of tbt 
trne^ felicity^ even <>£ t)(i$ life^. coaMeth, 
?pr» by this meana» we arc ftiU free ta 
)4tffue every innocent* jreafonabte, and 
;iianly ' delight, widuiat expoling^ oux^ 
Idlvds to any of iboie foreboding fears; 
Md-beart^finldng refleAms, which aU 
trajs^ more or lefs, mull attend an isdnl* 
gcncie in licentious ajui guilty pieafures, 
: And if, vriththis rational temperance^ 
fieadily perfifted ini, we are ei^ied to 
maintain fervent piety and benevolence; 
(ireferve the fenfibility of ouv confci* 
cneeSy and a capacity of re! ifliing, with 
tital pleafure^ the excellencies oi genuine 
ireligion, and the las(?e of Goi> ; we have 
freatreafon to hope^ that a foKd chear« 

fulnefe 
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fulnefs of heart will be preferved td b% 
througl^ all the viciflitudes of this wortd^ 
whether profperous oradverfe ; and thai 
in our laft moments the light of the di« 
Yine countenance will be, lifted up upon 
tis^ illuminate even the fliadow of deaths 
and fpread an inviting glory over the 
awful ^Iph of eternity ; fo that we may 
not only think of ^ur difibiution without 
fear, but even meet it with earnefi, 
though patient, defire^ in the delightful 
afiurance of an everlafting deliverance 
from all (in and mifery, and the full 
poflefSon of the moft perfe£l felicityg 
promifed us by the God that cannot 
deceive ; a felicity unappalled by enjoy« 
ment, unwafled by duration. 

In a temper thus formed, in thoughts 
thus exercifed, in the belief and con- 
templation of fuch great, intereiling, and 
glorious truths, there is fomething that 
naturally tends to furnifii our minds with 
the moft proper materials for agreeable 

and 
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.apd delightful feIf-reiIe£Uon ; to animate 
us tatbe difcbarge uf every duty, and 
produce in us that virtue and happinefs, 
. I mean by ferious cheeFfuinrfs. To,ep- 
tertherefore into the fpirit of thefe things, 
to feel their, divine ppwer, apd govexning 
influence upon our hearts, (hould be ofir 
. great concern, and vixU be fo» if >ye think 
juftly*. 

Eut to this end we Ihould not only 
.read and refleft, but make it alfo our 
' particular and folemn bufinefs at the 
:' throne of grace, to implore that atRHznct 
. of the divine Spirit, which the corruption 
. and imbecility of our ru^ures have ren- 
dered fo greatly and indifpenfibly necef- 
fary, and which our heavenly Father has 
H intimated 

♦ Thtw « great Philoropbcr. of thC: Heathen World; 

^ Neque enim iu gcner^ti a natura fumoi, ut ad ludum 

et joe am fafti cffc videamur : fed ad feveritatein 

potius, ut ail qux^am ftudU graviora atqui ma - 

Cxc.Ofp. t.. I. a^. 
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* intimated his readinefs to beftow upoH 
all that fincerely and conftantly -feek 
h: an intiniation indeed, highly en- 
couraging ; but becaufe liable to be tri- 
fled with and abufed, through inatten- 
tion, and intemperate love of this world, 
is alfo ot a very fcrious nature. Accord? 
ingly the apofile h^s exprefled our 4uti« 
ful regard to it, in language more than 
barely ferious, where he fays,— ^*^ Work 
•• out your own falvation with fear and 
" trembling ; for it is God that workcth 
**' in you to will and to do of his good 

• •• pleafure. And having received a king- 
" dom that can never be moved, let us 
*• have grace, whereby we may ferve 
•' God acceptably, with reverence and 
" godly fear ; for our God is a ^on- 
•» fuming fire r 

To conclude, let us endeavour to keep 
a conflant eye upon the grand period of 
all, when thofe mighty orbs, that now 
inpafMre pu^ the various portions of our 

time 
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time by their amazing revolutions, fhall 
number our days and years no longer ;-«^ 
when the heavens themfelves Ihall paiSi 
away as a fcroll, and the earth and all 
things therein be burnt up y — when the 
Christ that once died upon a crofs, in 
our worlds (hall be revealed from heaven 
in flaming fire, attended with ten thou- 
fands of his faints, the voice of the arch- 
angel» and the trump of GoD;«~and 
when he fhall fummoh all the nations of 
the world, the living changed, and the 
dead reftored to immortal life, by the 
word ot his power, before his awful tri* 
bunal, there to try and judge their cha- 
raflers, and fix their portion for eternity ; 
finifli theftupendous plan of providence, 
as it concerns our world, and gather all 
the events of its various revolutions into 
one grand point ; where infinite wifdom, 
power, righteoufnefs, and goodnefs, will 
appearin the full blaze of divine glory ; 
the glory of the moft complete and joy* 
H 2 ful 



tfol (alvatbn, to all tbe true friends df 
^0^,'iitid'the moft tFemendous ruin to 
^U his ><einemies ! 

'** Gr^«t day, Tor wliich all other days wcfc 

iRade| 
Tor whidi' earth rofe'frcto Gh aos, tnan from 

carth-fcr-^ 
Great day of dxsad, decliion^ and defpair ! 
At thought of thee, each fublanary wilh 
Lets go its eager grafpi and drops the worldf 
And catches at each reed of hope in heav'n^ 
At thought of thee !— And art tliou abfent 

then? 
Lor e n zo ! 'No. 'lis here-r-it is begun— 
Already is begun the grand aflize 
In thee , in all ; 'deputed confciente fcalte 
'^Thedr^kd tribunal and forcfWis'obr doom ; 
ForeftsBf; *flnd by foreftaUing proves it 

V^KpconfcicBce-fent^faer fentence-wil} fup 

port; 
. Ap^ pop ^s^^/ afTert the Gpp jn nan." 
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With thefe ftriking beautiful lines of 
Dr. Young in his NightThoughts, 
as fuitable to what I was faying, and 
inuch worthy of your notice, I take my 
teave* 



And am, &q^ 
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L E T T E R IX. 
To Mr. J»»* F»«». 

MAN Cometh up and is cut down Hke 
a Jlowtr ! How elegant and 

ftriking the image ! How ferious and 
alarming the truth ! Our young friend, 
EuSEBiuSy my dear fir» is now with us 
no more ;— a violent diforder of the con- 
fumptive kind carried him off in a few 
weeks. But he died as he lived, a fin- 
cere believer ; one who felt the power oi 
the gofpel in his heart, confiraining him 
willingly to an holy life, and affording 
him the moil folid confolations in the 
departing hour. He had no violent tranf- 
poru ; but clear, ferious views of a re- 
conciled God, and an Almighty Re- 
deemer, and confequently the moft ra- 
tional aiTurance^ of everlafling bleffed- 
mefs ; fuch as afforded bis mind the moft 

placid. 
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placid, and yet fenGble delight, and 
pierced all his friends with the moft af- 
feSing C9nvi£lions of the divine power 
of real Chriftianity,the do£lrine of falva- 
tion through Christ crucified. 

A little monument is ere£led for him, 
and this the infcription : 

Here 

Lies interred, what was mortal 

Of the truly pious and benevolent 

Mr. S. E. 

Late of this town. 

His amiable fpirit 

Left thefe remains 

Sept, 17, 1760, 

In the 26th year of his age. 

In the chearful expe£lation 

Of a refurre£lion 

To an happy 

Immortality. 

The ftile of the monument is Simplex 
MundUiisy ii I may fo apply the words 

H4 of 



of your favourite Horace; and thit 
of the infcription defignect to correfpond' 
with it, as moft agreeable to the modeff 
turn of our friend's mind. Here is no 
fwelling eulogium to impofe upon pofte-. 
rity, and flatter the ftranger into an opi- 
nion of virtue that never exiited in the^ 
fubjeft. The memory of This youth, 
indeed, requires none of 

The chiJfdsJUnicr Kelp to FAME,* 

which is generally the moft laboured, 
Vhere there is the leaft merit. The ideas 
of his virtues ar6 engraven deep in a thou- 
fand hearts, and will live, at leaft, by 
tradition, as long as virtue has a foul in 
this neighbourhood to efpoufe her caufe» 
or point out her diftinguiftcd votjaries. 

A profufton ot praife is fo common up- 
on thefe occafions, and poured out fo in- 
difcriminately on the deferving and the 
undcferying, that no credit is to be given 
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to ^liy of them, where olhrtr evidence is 
Wanting, Too matiy, who have lived 
i^vca infailious for their vices, amd died 
without the leaft figns of repentance, 
have had their fepulchres decorated, not 
Only whh hieroglyphic enfigns of honour, 
but alfo with the more commonly intelli^ 
gible memorials of eminent virtue ; and 
fheir falfe tombs have declared them 
to be when dead, what they neither were, 
Aor wiflied to be, when living. 

Untruth at all times is abominable, bui. 
uttered in thefe cii:cum{lances, by the 
mouth ol the grive, and in the face o£ 
the eternal world, it is ten thoufand 
times more fo. — -This is to employ the 
awfully filent tongues of the dead, to 
propagate the moil folemn lies, and coun'^ 
tenance the living in their bypocrify and 
wickednefs ;'-^to teach men, with aa 
impious hardnefs of hearty to trifle with 
what ought to be treated with the moi| 
jeligious reverence. 
, Yet 
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Yet even this praSice, bad as it isi 
ferves to (hew us» how connatural R£LI« 
GioN and VIRTUE are to mankind, and 
how deeply their laws are written in their 
hearu, corrupt as they are. For thus they 
implicitly, though ondefignedly, decIarCy 
that their confciences approve, what 
their lives condemn (viz.) that in h&f 
virtue is more honourable than vice, and 
icligioa than prophanenefs ; that what 
they jejefi with fcom, and as the difgrace 
pf their chambers in this world, they 
would be thought, when gone to the 
next, to have efteemed as their glory. 

But how furprifing is it, that men, who 
(eem fo anxious to poflefs the efleem of 
pofterity, as to bear falfe witnefs, even 
in the very grave, for the fake of it, 
fliould, when living, pay no regard to 
that righteoufnefs by which that eftima- 
tion might have been much more cer- 
tainly fecured to them ? Or that they 

Vfhm 
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yiho feem to be concerned to efcapd the 
cenfures of man, which can only affe£l 
iheir memory here, (hould expofe them- 
felves fo wilfully to the condemnation 
pf Almighty God, which muft give the 
moft exquiflte pain to their confciences 
hereafter ? But, 

. To return to our friend ; He was your 
intimate acquaintance from his ear Heft 
youth ; you was almofta daily witnefs ot 
the purity, integrity, genuine humility, 
and real greatnefs of his mind. — -How 
jerious and uua(Fe£led, and yet how warm 
^nd lively his piety I — What a deep fenfe 
of the omniprefence ol the Deity; 
what a reverence of his majefty, what 
^chearful ideas of his goodnefs, and whaf 
Aropg feelings of his obligations to re- 
deeming grace, he always carried about 
with him ! — With what care and circum- 
fpe£lion he guarded againfl every thing 
lie thought offcnfive to the bleffe^ God! 
, . . ", —What 
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— What rcSitude of intention, juflice^ 
4iffufive benevolence, arid purity of man- 
ners, appeared through his whole life I 
And yet how eafy this fingular and ex« 
aited piety arid fe verity of morals fat 
updh him ! With what almoft divine ad- 
tlr^fs hfeinfinuated, and maintained, a fenft 
of tti^ aifniablenefs of his dhara£):er in the 
hearts feven of the vicious, infpirtd them 
with a risverence for virtue, and almoft 
perfuaded them to praflife it ! — 

How unhappy for us and the worlds 
that we fee this living, flrikingi example 
of real goodriefs no more amongfl^us4 
No— That excellent fpirit that once ac- 
tuated the lifelefs cafcafe new depofited 
in the filent tomb, converfes with us nd 
longer by thofe fenfible mediums, which 
Jately gave us fuch uncommon pleafure^ 
and added fo many r^al joys to the focisd 
life.^But though this is our very great 
affli6lion, it is his much greater felieity} 
for without Calling in the aids of that 

charity 
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charity which covers a multitude of fins, 
mre may afluredly coirclude he is gone to 
the ** innumerable company of angels, 
f^ and the fpiriu of juft men made per- 
*^ fetl," where tie enjoys the pleafuyes of 
the moil pure and exalted frieadihip; 
^nd the light of that countenance that 
^rfifufes beatitude pail utterance though 
^fae worlds of immortality. 



The wintry blall of death. 



Kills not the buds of virtue ; no, th^y fpread 
Beneath the heavenly beam of brighter funs. 
Through endlefs ages into higher powers. 

Thomson, 

You will, I truil, never forget how 
fic loved you, and how fplicitous he wa» 
tp lead you into the path of life ! Hovr 
many, and how profitable the hours we 
have fpent in his company ! But thefe 
enjoyments are now no more ;^*' Yet, 
ff tt}uugb dead he foeaketh/'-^'Methinks 
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I hear him now from the dark rcpfitory 
of his lifelefs remains, adjuring us, by 
all the folemn terrors of the grave/ the 
awful glories oi the invifible world, and 
his high felicity in it ; the endearing me- 
mory of our- pad friendfiiip, the frailty of 
the prefcnt life, the hafty approaches of 
death, the juftice and mercy of God, the 
love of Christ, our fears, our hopes, 
and» in a word, by every thing facred, 
ferious, interefting in both worlds ; ad- 
juring us, I fay, that we make a juft ufc 
of thefe difpenfations of providence; 
confider our latter end, and prepare to 
renew our acquaintance and friendfhip 
in the world of fpirits. 

Let it not fuffice then, my dear fir, 
that we drop the friendly tear, and in- 
dulge the plaintive figh over his grave, 
or even preferve the memory of what he 
was in our hearts ; — let us do what is 
infinitely more worthy of our friendfiiip, 
more pleafing to his, perhaps, now ob* 
fervant fpirit ; — let us imitate his 
VIRTUES 1 I am» &c. 
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LETTER X. 
To the fame. In Continuation. 

THOUGH you have fo often heard 
th(5 found of thefe ferious words, 
PEATH and ETERNITY; yct in the full 
vigour of youth, fluflied with uninter- 
rupted health, and amufed with the vari- 
oiis fcenes of bufinefs and pleafure, it is 
poflible you may have heard them as 
founds at a vait and unknown diftance 
only, and, therefore, not fo as to engage 
your ferious attention, or make any deep 
and lafting impreflions upon your heart. — 
This is the cafe of the generality ; too 
much fo even of the truly good. 

Suffer me then, my dear young friend, 
to take the advantage of thofe impreflions 
which the tidings in my laft muft have 
made upon your mind, to lead you into 
a ferious contemplation of that great and^ 
intereflrng truth, which the divine provi* 
dence now fo folemnly reminds you of 
(vi?.J »— that YOU alfo are mortal. — 

Id» 
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I do not mean to fill your be^rt witlk 
chagrin and melancholy, but tp lead yoa 
into fuch kind of refleftions, as natural- 

' ly tend to regulate and enlarge its enjoy-* 
tnents, and make you really happy 'io. 
•time and eternity top. 

The fcience of dying, as Seneca in 
mWe8. calls it^, however inconfiftent with 
the purfuii and poffefTion of falfe plea- 
fure, is abfolutely neccffary to the true; 
and accordingly has engaged the atten- 
tion and ftudy of the wifeft and heft of 

• men in all ages* It is a fcience of vaft 
extent, and with the addition of the 
word WELL, comprifiss the whole of true 
phifofophy, the proper wifdom of mail. 
What Seneca knew but little of, but 
the true Chriflian, who enjoys that gof- 
pel which has brought life and immorta* 
lity tp light, fully undcrftands. May 
you, my friend, underfland it alfo !— 

To 

, .* Vivco4i atqiKB |noricDdi fcicptia. 

S»v, debrev. ^t. 
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To that end it is necelTary to exercifc 
your thoughts attentively and frequently 
upon it. — Remember then it is writtei^ 
in the book of the eternal decrees, the 
records of heaven, nor fear to h^ve it writ- 
ten in your heart — YOU must die.-— 

But what is it to die ? — It is to fuffer 
the execution of that fentence which the 
great God has paffed upon all men, be* 
icaufe they are linners ; a fenti^nce de- 
figned as a {landing memorial of the rec- 
titude anddignity of his government, and 
the juftice and greatncfsof his indigna* 
tion againft the fin of man. It is at 
once to be cut off by an irrefiftible hand, 
frorp all the dearefl and moft intereflinj 
connections of this life, and plungcJ in- 
to thai horrid darknefs, which no mor- 
tal eye hath ever penetrated, and which 
is the eternal grave of all mortal glory.— 
The body, that appears now a divinely 
curious and animated fyflem of fleih and 
blood, the medium of ten thoufand de- 
I lights 
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Hghft and pteafufcs, the objeft of our 
moft afFe3k)nate attention and tender 
care, becomes a- mere fenfelefs carcafe, 
a fpeftaclcof offenceand horror ; is con-, 
figned to- the gloomy rcpofitories of the 
dead, there to diffolve into duft, of fur-* 
nifti a vile repafl for the offspring of cor- 
ruption. — The foal, ftill poffeffed of hi 
powers of confcioufnefs, fitiifhes its ftate 
of trial, and enter* upon that of retri- 
bution ; exifts in a ntw and unknown 
world, in a new and furprifing manner^ 
happy or miferable, paft aH fltterancCr * 
aH conception. 

To die, therefore, muft be a very fc-f 
rious thing indeed ! So ferious, that thoii- 
fands, who think therafelves extremely 
wife, dare not fo much as think of it 
in earneft. The very mention of the 
word Death in their hearing, and 
the moft diftant remindings of their 
concern in it, fill them with diftrefs 

and 
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and terror*. Some alarming apprehcn- 
fions of it, however^ will, at limes, prefs 
in upon their hearts, in fpite of all 
their efforts to the contrary, againit 
which they have no remedy, but ftu- 
pidity and diflipation ; the noife and 
buftle of the world ; a perpetual round 
of bufinefs or amufement at be{l» and too 
often of vice and wickednefs. Juft as if 
1 2 their 



♦ Aye, but to die, and go we know not where ; 
To lie in cold obflrufbion^ and to rot ; 
This fenfiblc warm motion, to become 
A kneaded clod ; and the delighted fpirit 
To bath in fiery floods, or to reiide 
In thrilling regions of thick ribbed ice ; 
To be imprifon'd in the viewlefs winds 
Or blown with refllefs violence about 
The pendent worlds ; or to be worfe than word 
Of thofe, that lawlefs and uncertain thought 
Imagines howling.^ 'Tis too horrible ! 
The wearied and moll loaded worldly liff, 
That pain, age, penury, iraprifonment, 
Can lay on nature, is a paradife 
To what we fear of death. 
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their not thinking of death, would be 
an effeflual fecurity againft its power ; 
or, that its inevitable and- tremendous 
confequences, the jurft judgment of GoD, 
and everlafting perdition, were, indeed, 
the inventions of prieft-craft and fupcrlli- 
tion ; inftead of the eternal piirpofes and 
unalterable appointments of infinite wif- 
dom ; or, that they could be baffled and 
borne down by ignorant confidence, and 
the va^ J dreams of fclf-delufion. — Whal 
• folly and madnefs is this ! — A man with 
the aflaflTin's dagger at his brcaft, may 
ftiut his eyes, and perfuade himfelf there 
is no danger, becaufe he does not fee it, 
with far lefs degree of weaknefs and in- 
fatuation, than thofe unhappy creatures 
difcover in their conduft ; for Ii is pofli- 
ble, that even then the murderer may re* 
Jem, or be otherwife providentially pre- 
vented from executing his horrid pur- 
pofe, but in their cafe, poffib'ility of ef- 
cape is not fo miach as^fuppofable ! 

And 
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• And if they cannot bear fo much as to 
think of death without terror, how will 
ihey be able to meet it indeed! — U in 
their fenfes, and the due exercife of their 
reafon and confcience, what crouds ot 
terrifying ideas, muft, in that cafe, pour 
in lipon their minds, and harrow up their 
yery fouls ! 

You fee then, my friend, the abfo- 
iute neceffity of fome more effeftual 
means oi fortifying out minds againli an 
.•event fo every way inevitable, and fo 
awfully interefting in its confequences ; 
fuch as are confiftent with a clear, jiift, 
rational view of the whole. — Mer6 con- 
ceit and bravado, an ignorant thought- 
Jeffncfs, or bluftering contempt ofdenth, 
will not, can not, avail any thing at all, 
towards fecuring us from th^ evil of it. 

'Tis not the ftoic leflbn got by lote. 

The pomp of words and pedant differtation, 

1 hat can fupport us in the hour of terror. 

I ^ Books 
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Books have taught cowards to talk nobly o{ it. 
But when the trial comes they dart and ftand 
aghaft. 

Anon- 

If wc would live above the fear of 
death indeed, and meet it with a forti- 
tude that has its foundation in the rea- 
fon and nature of things, or the divine 
conftitution, it muft be by living under 
the power of true religion. That is^ 
by receiving and conforming to the 
dictates of the Bible; laying hold of 
the mercy of God in his Son ; an4 
putting our truft in him with a peni- 
tent and obedient faith. The contem- 
plation of the greatnefs and infinitude of 
the gracious goodnefsand compaflions of 
our heavenly Father to his creatures, as 
they Hand difpjs^yed in the gofpel fchemc 
of religion, hath a moft natural and 
powerful tendency to excite in us a 
comfoi table hope, foftcn the ftern vifage 
of dc4ih, and illuminate tlie dark gulph 
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<yf eternity.— The doftrine of Christ 
crucified, is defigncd and adapted to 
fpeak divine peace to the penitent fin- 
ner's heart, and enfure him, upon the 
mofl folid, rational, and indubitable prin- 
ciples, of pardon and acceptance with 
God. It is called, ther^fofe, the " word 
** of reconciliation, glad tidings of great 
** joy.'*— And whenever it k fet home 
\vith power upon the conCcience., not 
only gives us more exalted and enlarged 
ideas of the divine mercy, but removes 
the very foundation of thofe guilty fears 
that naturally pofTefs our minds in aferi- 
ous view of the awful Majeily and irrc- 
fiftible power of an offended Gox) ; and 
at the fame time infpires us with the Jove 
ot God and holineis, and produc^ss that 
temper and difpofition of mind, that r^a- 
fon tells us is neceffary to qualify us foj: 
the enjoyment of the heavenly felicity. 

Great ilrefs, therefore, in the Br- 

3L£, is laid upon ajuil regard to the 

I 4 Lord 
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Lord Jesus Christ, .his fuficrings, 
death, and intcrceflion ; and upon look^ 
ing for mercy through him. For ho 
himfelf fays, " Unlefs wc cat his flefli, 
" and drink his blood/' L e. confider and 
receive him as a facrifice for our fim,^ 
" we have no life in us ; and that no 
" man can come unto the Father, but by 
** him." And the Apoftles of Jfisus fay 
— that it is " Through his blood that 
*' we have redemption, even the remiffi- 
** on of fins ; — boldnefs to enter into 
•* the divine prefence; and are juftified 
•* from all things — That he bore our fins 
•• in his own body ; was delivered for our 
** offences, and takes away our fins by 
" the facrifice of himfeUV — Modes of 
expreffion plainly intimating, that the 
obedience and death of Christ is to be 
confidered, as having, by the divine ap^ 
pointment and conllitution, a particular 
t'So.Qi in refpefl to the juflice of God, 
and the o^conomy. of his government ; 
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and is, at tho Icaft, 21 medium through 
which God fliews his mercy to as, and 
wc are to cxpeft a faving inierell in it : 
or, that the divine father has a peculiar 
regard to the mediation of his Son, in all 
his difpenfations of grace to finful men^ 
and particularly looks upon *' his death 
•* upon the crofs," as a proper facrifice 
of expiation, offered to the honour of 
his reftoral wifdom and righteoufnefs, 
and a neccfTary expedient to make, way 
for his mercy to operate in our favour in 
confiftency with thefe perfeftions. The 
reafon is plain ; we are confidered, " As 
•• ftill under the law, requiring- peileti 
«' obedience'* ^under it, as a rule of life, 
though not as a medium of our title to 
cverlafting happinefs.) In the eye of this 
law, we mull, after our befl. obedience 
and fincereft repentance, appear really 
guilty (as every man's own heart will tell 
him, more or lefs)and confe(jilently con- 
^emncd to fufFer what the law threatens 

in 
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in that cafe; and therefore, in ourfek'ci, 
intircly without hope. But here, to our 
unfpcakable confolation, the blcffed gof- 
pel comes in to our relief, and points us 
to a moft glorious and all fufficient re- 
medy; points us to Jefus, as " redeem* 
•* ing us from the curfe of the law, by 
'• being made a curfe for us;" for which 
there would have been no occafion, if 
we had not been under the law, or could 
have pleaded innocence ; and which 
ftrongly evinces, that the blood of 
ChrIjST, by which we arc fo redeem- 
ed, muft have a peculiar refpecl to the 
law and juftice of th« offended Deity. 
At the footftool, therefore, of this 
great Redeemer's throne, not only the 
finhil publican, but the n^oft righteous 
pharifee muft feek the pardoning mercy 
of God, and truft there for deliverance 
from their guilt and its dreadful confc-^ 
quences, the •' power of the grave." 
But let it be always remembered, with 

the 
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the utmoil attention, that unlefs this fo 
fuiuble, moft reviving, and delightful 
difcovery pi the way of our acceptance 
yrith GoD, has its due degree of moral 
influence upon our minds ; — unlefs it 
^lelt our hjsarts with penitent concern for 
our fins, infpire us with the unfeigned 
love of God and holinefs, and be, in 
deed, " the incorruptible feed," as the 
apoflle calls it*, the feminal principle of 
1^ new and divine life in us, it will not, 
can not, in the leaft avail us in the hour 
of death, and before that tribunal, where 
we are to be judge 1 for eternity. For this 
moral change, which our Lord calls be- 
ing BORN AGAIN, and which fprings 
from the powerful application of the 
gofpel, the doftrinc of Christ crucified, 
to our hearts, by the divine fpirit, is as 
neceflary to our enjoyment of eternal life, 
as the death ot Christ itfelf, though in 
^ different refpeft.— ^The future world of 
iflimortal bleffednefs^ muft be very diffe- 

rent 

^ } Pet. : 9Q* 
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rent from this, and its employments and 
pi^afures infinitely refined and fpiritual, 
pur-e and holy ; and without a difpofitioa 
and taftc correfpondent to them, cannot 
pofTibly be enjoyed ; — to produce and 
cultivate this difpofition, is one principal 
defign of the gofpel revelation and its 
grace ; and the a6lual pofTeffion of it 
fliould be the grand concern and care of 
our lives. — To take occafion, therefore, 
from our confidence in the atonement of 
Christ, to indnlg<5 ourfelves in any 
kind or degree of immorality, is to turn 
it to an account the intire reverfe of that 
ior which it was intended by the divine 
wifdom ; is a moQ. prefumptuous and 
Iharaeful abufe of the goodnefs of God; 
and a dreadful impofiiion upon our own 
fouls. Faith, however orthodox and af- 
fured, if without woiks is dead, and of 
no more ufe in the bufinefs of religion 
and filvarion, than no faith at all. — The 
tilth to which tbp promifes of forgive- 

nefs 
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flef^ and eternal life are annexed, is a 
vital operative principle, which, as the 
apoftleexpreflcth it, " worJtcth by love," 
.—^Babies us to exercifc a juft govern-^ 
•ment over ourfelves, warms our hearts 
.with {^Sionate devotion to God, and 
tiniverfal benevolence towards man. 

Nothing but a^confcioufnefs of fuch a 

i)elieving regard to the divine mercy, 

and fuch a4>re of it, can juflly fupport 

^s in the' real views -^f death and an eter- 

<nal world ; but this will do it indeed, 

:rationally a^d efifcflually. — He that has 

fofejt the power of the gofpel reveJatioa 

as to lead bim to fincere repentance and 

newnefs of Iife« and yet does not truft in 

thefe good things, but refers bimfelf to 

the great Mediator, for his pardon 

and accepunce with a juft God, he has 

ihe facred word of truth to alfure himi 

.that ** though he die, he (hall not pe- 

** riih,'* and ftriftlyjfpeaking, fiiall never 

4ie.— Death may feparate his foul £f«m 

his 



126 LETTERS, 

his body, but neither from his Gori.-* 
Abfent Irom the body, thedeathlefs fpirit 
fhall be prefent with the Lord, and 
his very flefli reft in hope of a glorious 
refurreftipn to immortality. He has 
therefore nothing to fear from the king 
of terrors, but when, or ,whcrever, and 
under whatever form, he meets him, 
may welcome him as '^a friend ; — the 
kind angel fent by. his heavenly Father, 
to deliver him from a world of darknefs^ 
fm» and pain, and introduce him into 
that of eternal light, purity, and joy ; 
there to behold the face of uncreated ex- 
cellence» transformed into his likenefs^ 
bleft with his friendfliip, joining with 
myriads of happy immortals^ in that di- 
vine fong, fo expreffive of the triumphs 
and glories of redeeming grace,—* ** O 
*• death where is thy fling ! O grave 
** where is thy vitlory ! Dpath is fwal- 
•' lowed up of lifer* 
Such is the hope tf the truly righto^ 

9US 
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ous, and fuch often his pforpe£ls and 
tranfports in death ! Such, my dear 
friend, may you and I feel in that moll 
ferious and awful hour ! Such we have 
reafon to expeft we (hall feel, if we livt 
now to our confciences and our Go£>« 



Xam &a. 
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To ♦ * * *. 

IThifik, my dear fir, you know xaf 
neighbour **♦**♦, he is com- 
flienced preacher; and wonderfully £eal« 
ous he is in his way. Soon after you 
left us yefterday, and juft as our friend 

and I were got into earneft dif* 

courfe upon the ufe and importance of 
reafon in religion, he came to pay me a 
t^ifit. 1 was, at firft, forry for his well 
meant compliment, a9 it happened at a 
time I was fo agreeably engaged; but 
when I reflefted upon the character and 
fentiments of my vifitant, and confider- 
ed he was a ferious religious man, the 
warmth of whofc affeflions had very 
much opprefled and confounded his rea- 
fon, but that poflibly he might be con- 
vinced of his miftakes by what we were 
difcourfing of, I was really pleafed. Ac- 
•ordingly, I told him our fubjeft, and 
. r : .: hinted 
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Irinted at fome of the arguments we had 
been confidering in favour of our opi- 
nion. He fmiled with an air of felf fatif* 
fafiion, and told us, he thought, we 
were very much in the wrong, and our 
notions extremely dangerous to the in* 
tereft of religion : — ^That for his part, he 
looked upon reafon and the Bible as 
diametrically oppofite : — ^That if a man 
would be a Chriftian indeed, he muft 
not reafon but believe, and become a 
fool, that he may know Christ, and be 
made wife to falvation : — ^That while 
men adhere fo much to reafon, they will 
never enter iftto the true and genuine 
fpirit of Chriftianity, &c. &c. — We re- 
plied, and he rejoined, and fo on ; but 
at laft we found ourfelves, on both fides, 
juft where we were before. We had dif- 
puted, though eagerly, yet without any 
unfriendly and provoking warmth, and 
parted with mutual expreffions of efteem 
and pity for each other* 

K The 
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The man has mafiy good qualities, atul 
means well ; and I qould nolt belp feel- 
ing a very fenfible; /concern for him^ af- 
ter he w^ gone, which wbea I \yas ^ 
loae, led me to refled more particular* 
ly upon the fubje£); we had ^en caqvaf- 
ing. Some of the chief of (hefe reflect 
tions I here Tend you, my. dear iriend, 
and the raxher, as I imagine that yoi^r part 
of the country abounds wi^h a fort of 
people, who, however rightly they mean, 
feem to pay too great a regard to me* 
chanical iinpulfes, and unaccountable 
feelings, and too little to rational con- 
vi£lion in the concerns of religion ; and 
confequentiy, that your tender mind, 
though fo well eftabliflied, may be ex- 
pofed to fome trials and difficulties, by 
the plaufible zeal of thofe people. 

The go fpel of Christ is undoubted* 
ly moft admirably calculated to penetrate 
the heart, and is defigned to do fo ; and 
when it does, it becomes the power ^ 

Gob 
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doiy td falvdlidn ,<— ih<^ f<^niindf pf in^ 
ciplfe b^a n^w arfi divlrifc llfdj— attdl 
it is iApdffibfc t<y find Jt fucfa to but- 
felt^s, and liavc oil^ ttlndi brofttgKt M- 
itt its ^oVermn^ infhxtHicii iirithoiit 
fortievcr jr *ftiflgi!iiffilabi<i ffiiifituil fceU 
ings Vithifi.^^H ire ekiliibt t'i* itlfcri^ 
fible t6i th!6 btoevolence o^ k fri^tid ih 
the common concerns 6f ihH Rfe, but 
every etptt^bh of his kind i^^s^d f6i- us» 
every tok^ii of his love; ihA tire tot 
i}\$r htff pitiefs, excites in \fs forme plea- 
fihg idei of hrs charaflfer, fofn^ fenti- 
ftiftnt cyf gratitude and ieft^em ; — fureljr 
^e flhtdlt fed infinitely inor^, f^6m the 
uh^xatn^led benevolence of the gr^af eft 
and befl of friends ; whitH hfe bas dis- 
played ih fuch a variety of the moft im- 
portatit inftances, and partrcuhrly his 
•* dying lipdnt a crofs," that he rtiigli; 
*• redetifift us to Gon Vy his blood."— 
If we hav6 any juft id^a of ^hat it k 
to be fin^'irs againrf the MdA fiigft, 
Ks and 
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and the treinendous cDnfequences oi 
falling into Jbi$ hands as fucb, the very 
hope of deliverance in the way pointed 
out inr the gofpel through Christ, muft 
a>vaken in us a variety of warm af- 
feflions, particularly the mod earned 
jdefireand hope of the favour of God; 
and the inoft pleafing love of his infi- 
nite excellencies. . 

But,; on the other hand, there may 
be fenfationS) which though, to a fuper- 
£cial obferver, they may appear to bear 
fome refemblance to the above, really 
.arifc from very different caufes, and are 
of a very different nature and tendency ; 
fenfations purely mechanical, or at beft 
owing to fuperilitious credulity, and the 
force of a warm imagination led by falfe 
lights. And it is remaikable thatthere* 
ligious charader formed upon thefe prin- 
ciples, is always crude, awkward, dif" 
gufliul, and feldom of any long continu- 
ance, at lead in the fame form, unlets 

when 
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when fupperted by conftitutional oblli- 
nacy. 

We muft, therefore, if we would be 
Chriilians indeed, learn to diilinguith 
here, and fee that our religious impref- 
lions are rational, i. e. fuch as are deri* 
ved from the evidence of evangelical 
truth fbining'into the underAanding ; 
for no farther than we take our under- 
ftandings with us, can our religious 
principles carry us with fafety. It is 
true, in order to the forming of our 
minds to the love and praflice of ge- 
Buine Chriftianity, fotnethxng infinitely 
fuperiorto mere light and conviftion, 
or the efforts of our ovfn reafon, is ablp* 
lutely neceffary ; even a power derived 
from him, who is the fountain of all life, 
and eminently fo of that of grace; ** ioi 
^ in him it has pleafed the Father 
«* that all fulnefs (hould dwell/' for 
the important purpofes of our falvatlon; 
but even that power operates upon our 
K 3 reafon. 



rcafoo, and always ia pfff^ pqnfif- 
tency with it*. That is, the blefled pop 
hfmfelf, 19 I^if ^ifpenfatioDS of grac^ to 
ipaQ, confi^cr^ ^ni tr^iiU him 9f 4 riM? 
^na) Bpipg, cap^bl^ qf »ioral gpv^r% 
xnent, aqd aflpally i)ndef jt. liex^c^J^-r 
sy^ Christ i^ llil<4) *' th$t L^qi^t of 
*• the world," 9n4U (^idt** to oppn our 

♦ Sipce the pYCBarip^ of thcfe papers, for the prefs, 
I have met with a'paflage in the pioas Mr. HikViT'f 
Letters, muc^ to my purpofe ; which) at it may havi 
weight with fonip of my ^cad^rs, wbqfe itntiiqfiit^ 
may lean too much to tl^oCe I a^i oppofio^, I yriW hcrf 
tranfcribe. 

** I declare, 1 look upon my religion to be reafonin 
*• its hijgheil refinement. My rcafbn fays, pme M 
** things,-rr9diai% nothing xyitboi^t f;^ti^a^ry prapfk 
•» and when sjny thlnQ m rcjjf^l^cf VX 99^ f ^Wf ^\ 
**as.^ pyg^U.T;-! c^npot but ^hinV likewifei that 
^ every part of our religion (though abfolutely undif- 
*' toverablc by reafon) is, when difcovfered and under* 
" ftobd, pctfieAIy rational, as it «oaipottf- wkk 4he 

and 
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^ ty9%^ ihine into our hean^, giveois the 
** light of the knowle^lge of GoD, anJ 
** turn us from darkncfs to light/* and 
thir like ; all which clearly implies, that 
our reafon is particularly concerned in^ 

the affairs of religion. — However 

weak apd impaired, it does not follow 
t^at it -muft not be ufed in humble de- 
pendence on the gracious afliftance pro- 
Hiifed us, A fyftem pf religion incon- 
fiftent with r.eafon, is not the fyftem of 
the Bible, nor any way adapted to the 
human nature. The p^flions, indeed; 
K ^ inuA 

^ and rcdrcis human mifery; Wbaievcr it formed 
^< with fiich ai tendeocy, to this my re«fon re^bdily fubr 
<< fcribes,and pronounces worthy pf »11 acpept^ifc^J' 
HiRViy's Let. VoJ. ii, Let, lao, 
Br. OwiirrtKbhas (aid as much in his Treatife of 
lUaderA^ndiag tJie> Word 9i Goq* page lo. ThoCq 
who woidd probihit us th)» ufe of (eafqa in religiooi 
would deal w.ith us as the PhiJidinei did with 
Sanpfon, iirft put Out our eyes, and then make ua 
grind at their maU. Whatever we kiuvM", wc> luiaw it 
i|^ and by the ufe of our awn reafon. 
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mufl have their fhare here (for we are 
lentimenul ai well ai rational Beings) 
Imt it IS only in proportion to the hold 
that divine truth has of the underftand- 
ing, and the fubjefiionrof the paiEons to 
that influence, that we can ever a£l regu- 
larly and confiftently in religion ; fix up-? 
on right obje£ls of faith and worihip ; 
and bring forth the folid fruits of evan* 
gelical righteoufnefs. — ^The mpft vio* 
lent zeal for theological opinions, and 
the moft rapturous fervours of devotion, 
without a rational conyi£liQi) in the 
mind to fupport them, defcrve not the 
name of religion ; and are very f^r from 
that ** reafonable fervice," as the apoflle 
ftiles it, which the btefled God requires 
of us. 

It muf^b^ fillowed, indeed, that the 
reafoning faculties of many of the com« 
mon people, not only of the illiterate, 
but ofthofc who have been driven through 
a courle of education without a literary 

genius. 
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genius, are extremely low and limited; 
and that were it not for fome religious 
oddity, as I may call it, or fome party 
abfurdity under a religious appearance, 
Arongly imprcfled upon their imagina- 
tions (which, with them, is generally 
the ruling power) they would have no 
religion at alK Were you to laugh, or 
^o reafon them out of thefe conceits, un« 
lefs, at the fame time, you could reafon 
tfiem into fome ferious truths of equal 
influence and authority over them, you 
would deprive them of the chief fupport 
of their moral character and condud; 
and expofe them- in a very dangerous de- 
gree to the attacks of the prophane and 
vicious. It is better for them, and for 
fociety, to let them alone in their mif- 
takes, than attempt with fuch hazard to 
Tt&ify them. 

It is alfo poflible, that even facred 
truth itfelf, in fome conftitutions, may 
pperate more fenfibly upon the imagi- 
nation. 
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Iiatur4lly give the^ir r€Ugio9 ao «tr and 
appearance: ^f al^funlity, to people of 
more rational difcernment, even tkougk 
ii may be seal and fincere 19 the 
inain. They rcafon weakly, but thof 
(eel ftrongly ; feel what leads tkAm K> 
the pra£lice of a lower and lefs f€wfc& 
kind of piety and virtue. And, therefope, 
though too much of their own weakoefs^ 
and many miilakes and contradictions^ 
i;pix with their religion, a3 they are right 
ij^pon the whole, they juftly claim our 
raoft tender allowancesaad charity.^ But 
oy^n mapy of tbefe aUb, we had bettec 
l^ave to theoif^lves^ ajid the good provi^ 
^nce oF God^ thaa attempt ta veafba 
them out o£ their errors, and: inftrufi 
^hem better ; uxxle& from famfi particuf 
lar circumftances, we ar^ pi:et'^ fure of 
(iKcefs, It eeqiui^es^agreatdeal of pru- 
4««ce ^ nAi$i^ VQ d^^l; with, people u9m 
4^ d^ep,pr^^dice$) d^vA oi a natura% 

enthufiaftic 
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enthuQaftic tempejament, foas at cmce 
to preferve their a«al for religion, and 
cure them qf their i^bfurdities. One prin- 
cipal thing here, } think, is to endeavour 
to reiftify th^ir notions ?^boi}t; {\\e ufe i(nd 
importance- of reafon ift religion ; jind,. 
il p^flible, convince thf m, th^t there i% 
a real ^iifer^np^ bet\\(€e(^ reafon a« fucl^ 
aR4 ibo C<4ff MRtipii gf r^^fon, and thaj 
they put t^e latter fqf i}\^ former. iVn4 
jjet if this i^ ^(x^ 4wc v^itb cjiut^qn, it is 
wuch hm you dr^w upon ypurfelf fomc 
rpproachtul epithet, and b^ eftceped ^q 
better thap 2^T\ he^^Uc ^^ the reward of 
your pl^ri^ia^^ cqmp^Sjpn ; a^id fft them 
but thp farther (foip, thp^ hQ|)e pf r^^qv^fy 
toiu(l^r f^miqjeptt. 
. T^ere arq, i^.^^t^i^ fevsr^l texts c)f 
^fWtiire, yfhich ppop^e of t,hi$ ^wU9.4l 

^^^m v^^y f^^4 pf qyqtipg i^ fwjB9H 

of tluwr opipiftq? Ji^d pifa^i(?es,— (vq\\ 
a| " po^b.^^ cJh9;^ri^b^.f9,9Uftti^iBgi 

•• By 
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** By the fooliflinefs of preaching faves 
*^ them that believe !^-hides thofe things 
•^ from the wife and prudent, which he 
*^ reveals unco babes ; — if any would 
** be vifc, let him become a fool. Sec." 
•^Which make nothing at all to their 
purpofe, becaufe they do not fo much as 
fuppofe real folly to be preferable to real 
wifdom; or that ignorance and weaknefs 
of mind, do, in themfelves, really quali* 
fy a man for grace and fal vation. What 
they teach us is, — that men, by their 
own reafon^ without a divine revelation 
and grace, cannot attain to the know- 
ledge of the way of fal vation, nor effec* 
tually apply its doftrines ; — ^That the 
great God bellows his grace without 
refpe6lof perfons, and their natural qusH 
Iifications; and adapts the difpenfations 
of it to the light and feeling common to 
all men, and not to the opinions and 
prejudices of human philofophy, or the 
idoltzers of weak and depraved reafon :-<• 

That 
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That the pride of falfe vriiBom, and it» 
vain conceits of felf-fuificiency, fet a 
man farther out of the way of evangeli-- 
cal and favihg knowledge, than the plaio* 
common fenfeof the bulk of mankind; 
*-^That the more lenfible we are of thir 
real weaknefs of the moft exalted and 
improved human reafon, and the Becef<i 
fity of divine illumination, the more 
likely it is that we fliould become more 
truly wife. For God " rcfifteth the 
*• proud, and givcth grace to the hum« 
•< blc." — That however abfurd and 
foolifli the method of faving mankind^ 
by Christ crucified, might appear to 
minds intoxicated with pretended philo* 
fophy, it was evident from a due confi- 
deration oi the fcheme itfclf, as well as 
Irom its glori6us efi*e£ts, that it was in* 
deed an appointment of infinite wifdom 
andgoodnefs. 

But though we ought to rejoice in the 
croft of Christ, as the life and foul of 

all 
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all our retfgito and lidpe ; yet td brit^^ 
into our. nottani tad difcourfes abein it^ 
my entbufiiftk abfuhllties and ikonfenfi;^ 
oftl bonc^its if oui- own Weak heads, atid 
pf eiuine to call tfatra by the £acred isanie^ 
^.iht wiCdom add ptykrer of G5o« is no 
l^ettei! thanblal^heiBj^ . B^H h^re I nluft 



And am, yotirs, &c. 



tit. 
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^ To th« fam«*. lit Cpmitiuatioii. ; 

t3 EASON is the gift of God.' and 
^-^"^ beftowed upon us for the moft im^ 
portant purpofes,. amongft which reli* 
gion furelj may ju.fily claim the firfl and 
chief place. To renounce reafon here 
then,' wy dear fir, mufl be to oypofc 
the primary intealion of providence 
in,,b,cilQwing it, and affront the divine 
gpodncfs, — It is to quench the light of 
heaveUi deface the natural image of 
God in U5, lay ourfeWes open to the 
power of fuperftkion, enthuliafm,. and 
ail forts of diabolical delufions and im*- 
piety; and provoke our gracious Father 
to ^ye us up to thefe moft formidable 
evils, as a juft judgment upon us. Even 
confcience itfdUF, without this beam of 
celedial light to direfl it, would be no^ 
thing more than a Uind iuftin£k» and 

prove 



144 L E TT E:R XII- 



y 



prove a very uncertain, and even dange- 
rous guide in our inquiries about duty 
and happinefs. Yea, the vety wotd oi 
God, which is given us as a '* lamp to 
•• our leet," could not be of the h^ 
fcrvice to us, without the eye of reafon to 
receive it. That word, indeed, is confciT* 
iredl)r a fupematural revelation of divine 
truths of the higheft importance and ex« 
cellency ; fuch as it was utterly impoffi* 
Ble our reafon fiiould ever haVe difcovei*- 
cd; — The grand and leading point in that 
revelation (viz.)" GoD in Christ re* 
•'• conciling the world to himfelf; or, 
" Christ crucified as a propitiation fof 
** ourfins.thepowerofGoD tofalvation;'' 
is not a fuggeftion of the human mind, of 
ilifcovercd by the force of it, but what 
fprings intirely from ^he benevolence of 
the divine nature, or the infinitely gra- 
cious and incomprehenfible loVe of 
God, and taught by him ;-^and yet 
9ot at all the lefs agreeable to reafon 

when 
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when difcovered, and rightly underflood, 
beeaufe it is the eSeO. of the higheft rea- 
font evctt that of tlie D £ rir V ; and there* 
fere the proper ^hjt^ of a rational crea^ 
t8re*li tegard^ and indeed' of no other's. 
h it by the help of this Ii|^iit that we dir* 
€em the traces of fupefnatqrpl trqth,. or 
divine revelation in any fet of do3rine9^» 
cyrfyflem oi religion, propofed to us as 
fiich«Thatis, it is laid before i|6 with thii 
evidence of its divinity ; reafon coniid^rs 
this evidence, and, as it appears, judges 
and pronounces it divine. Tims the pro^ 
pbet Isaiah*, when endeavouring to re* 
daim the peoplp pf Ur^tl from idolatry, 
expo^lates with them particularly on 
tbefoUyan4abfqfditypf their condu£l4 
^d calls up^B them, to Qiew themfelves 
'tneny.s'. e« as the context leads us to un<» 
derftand it, rational creatures, capable 
of diCcerning the traces of real, wifdom 
JU and 

♦ I ft. xlvi. 8. Clmp. xliv. 19, 



and divinity ih the religion he was plea(d* 
ing for» and o£ weaknefs and delufion, in 
the other. But fet afide the nui^l 
^ower^ and there is nothing left to4hew 
u8 the difference in fuch a cafe ; nothing 
fo tell us why we might notai well wor- 
(hip a flock or a flone, ai the Li viilG 
God. 

Even the moft miraculous atteftations 
toany fyflem of religion, can have no 
real force until we are aflured they are 
miraculous, which is a point reafon muft 
determine; 1 fay reaion* for however 
gractouily enlightened (as indeed it rauft 
he to receivd divine truths, favingfy) it is 
reafon ftill.— One confiderable brahch 
of evidence, in this cafe, is, the accoih^ 
plifliment of prophcfy, but wefeldom 
find the prophetic defcriptions . and th^ 
eventual fa3s fo anfwer to each other, 
as to leave no room at all for the exer* 
cife of the mind, in order to perceive and 
• point out the agreement.— ^Even the 

grand 
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grand prophefies of al]» viz. thofc reU- 
tive to the Mcfliah, thoug}) they mark 
out ^ bis perfon, charader, birtb» lite, 
fuSerings, death, &c. with a fufficient 
clearnefs and precifion ; yet not fo as to 
fupercede the neceflity of. employing 
our reafon; in order to perceive the 
conformity of the events to the predic- 
tions. 

The D£iTY, perhaps, if he pleafed. 
might fet before us every thing he re* 
j^uire^ us to believe, or receive tor truth, 
in fo llrong and peculiar a light, as 
Ihould leave no room, at lead, no occa- 
fion, for the exertion o/ our rational 
faculties, by way of argumentative dc» 
duQion, but compel our aiTent, as to 
felf*evident propofitions; yet, (ince it 
is certain he has not done fo in fa£l, but 
the contrary, it is plain he expe£ls us to 
make ufe of our jeafon^ in our religious 
La dif. 

* Even they who afFe£l to dcfpir^ reafon in tlie 
irifairt of rtUgion, pretend to give reafonOvhythey do 

i9. 
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difquifitions, as n medium of Ki» own 
appointing % though alwa]r»remenibering 
to look up to htm, a» the Father of aii 
lights, ior hi) gracious illummationy 
without which we fliall know nothing to 
the purpofe. 

And as we receive true religton-m the 
exercilfe of this power, by the fame me« 
dium we ought to endeavour to propa- 
gate it ; that is, endeavour, in the firft 
place, to convince reafon of the truth, 
juftnefs, and importance, of its dofb-inel 
and duties ; and then addrefs ourfel ves to 
the afFe£lions, and engage them in its 
fervice. Thu^ we find the infpired apof- 
tie, '^ reafoning out of the fcripturcs, 
^ and perfuading men, to be reconciled 

" to 

(b, that 11 to reafon us out of our reafon; the abfurdity 
of which one would think muft ftrike them even at 
firft fight; but indeed, they themfelves generally 
aHow of the ufe of it, where they are not too dofely 
pinched with it, A£t$ xvii. g« Cha^ xviii. 2y. Chap. 
xi^v. t^. t Cbr» «» u« 
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•*io God." Andhhui our Lord Sim;* 
felf appeals to the underftandings and 
reafon of bh auditpn for the validity of 
tbofe fcriptures he alledged,^and the mi-i 
miracles he wrdu^ht iii fupport of hil 
pretenfioQS to the charatler of the Mef* 
fiah*. 

I grant that this light, and indeed 
not lefs that of the gofpel, maybe abufed 
through the we'ilknefs and corruption of 
our natures, and therefore may impofe 
upon, and miflead the judgment and 
affefiions, and this even in the great 
affairs of religion. Which ihews the ne« 
ceflity of a divine revelation and grace ; 
and that great care and diligence fliould 
be ufed in the exercife of our rational 
powers with all the affifiances providence 
affords ; but not that we Ihould lay them 
xntirely afide.— Though under pretence 
of reafon, fome may, 4nd do reje6l th^ 
L 3 moft 
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xnoilvital and inYerefting truths of Chrif^ 
tianity in principle arid practice, yet 
this will not jufttfy our giving op the 
ufe of it, as inconfiAent with a duo re« 
gard to thofe truths ! for at this rate 
yre may give up our Bible too, fihcethat 
has been abufed in as flagrant a manner. 
1 fay, therefore, we ought to* make ufe oi 
our own under{lan4ing» tbouj^h in an 
humble dependence on the divine affif-« 
tance. And if we do fo, and can be 
content to learn of God, what he alone 
^an tea^h us ; are willing to wait with 
patience the removal of difficulties; and 
do not m^ke too much hafte to our con- 
Viufions ;— ^if we keep always in view 
the firll principles, the plain indubitable 
Uuths of religion, .and do not confound 
our minds by involving them in inqui^ 
ties too deep for their prcfent flrcngth 
and capacity %-^'\i we take this method, 
sind accompany it with conftant prayer 
to il:e grea^ founuinpfall reafon, we 
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fhay depend upon it, we (hall not be left 
to fall into any material or ruinous mif* 
takes. — ^The wifdom and goodneCs of 
our heavenly Father, will be our fecurity 
againflh to dreadful a calamity. 

But ftill, perhaps, you .will afk, *' sire 
" there not fome, who affeft to diftin* 
*• guilh themfelves, as the greateft cham- 
♦• pions for the purity ot religion, who 
«< are continually exclaiming with the ut- 
V moft violence againft reafon, as na*- 

, *• turally deftruftiye of its vital power 
^ and genuine orthodoxy ; with w!K>m 
** reafon is but another name for hcrefy; 
•* and whoarefurc to anathemlzc, with 
** peculiar bitternefs, all that dare to ail 
*• fert its authority?" 
'. I cbnfcfs this is the cafe too much, 
and that there is fuch a thing as a *' zeal 
**for Goo, not according to knowledge.*' 
But the thing is, they do ;i6t diftinguifh 
betwen reafon itfelf, as fuch, and rea- 
fon corrupted by lin. The jQncere* inS 

. '•' L4 honeft 
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hoD^ft amongft them (one would cluri^ 
uhly hope) really mean the Utter ON i<« 
though, for Want of better attention or 
judgment^ they feem to include the for* 
tneir. They forget, that were noc mail 
a rational Being, he cOuld not poffibly 
be the ftibjefi of religion aUd moral go« 
Vernment at all ; could have no idea of 
Dk I TYi or of any obedience due to him 1 
nor have any feeling of the fanAions and 
motives that eilfbrce it.-«-Take away 
reafon, atld you fink mail into fome# 
thing lefs than brutes and religioa into 
mere folly and fUperAitiom 

The brutes difcovef fomc lower de«' 
greesqf reafon ; they have imagination! ' 
memoiy, invention, confcioufnefs ; and| * 
in feme inilances, appear capable of de^- 
ducing confequcnc'es from given premi* ' 
fes.— What diftinguiflies Man from them 
is, the vafl extent and fuperiority of hif ' 
reaConing powers^ and particularly hii 

his 



bis perSefiions, moral tnitb, and obiiga* 
tion; and enjoying the divine felicity 
thence refulting; of all which the brutes 
appear tUtterljr incapable* 

It is true, there are *^ heights and 
** depths in the love of Christ/' and 
many other particulars in our Bibl£S» 
(4nd fo there are in nature: that infinitely ' 
furpafs the power of our reafon fully ta 
cpjpprebendy yet all fo perfedly agree- 
able to itfethat the more we are enlight- 
ened into them, the more we approve 
riiels. le is to the corruption and dci- 
pra vlty o( the rational power, not to the 
thing itfelf^ that any of the truths of di«> 
V^ie revelatioA are oppofed ; for, not to « 
deftfpy the reafon of man,or fet itafide 
ts inttrely ufeJefs in religion, but to 
refiore it to ks proper ufe and dignity. 
is the deTign of all the divine difpenfa^- 
l^ns M ottr favour^ 

£y addceffing the paffioni oftly* v^ ' 
ti«y al^rm jmi^itA* V^ vfCftk vipon " 

their 
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their corrupt prejudices and fuperftition ; 
awaken faire fears, excite falfe hopes, 
and lead them into a kind of entbufiailic 
counterfeit piety. And there now iii 
and always hath been, a fet of men in 
the world, who, by this means have done 
furprifing things ; made the deepeft im- 
preOions on the minds of the weak and 
credulous, and led thent into the belief 
ot the moft monilrous and even blafphe^ 
mous opinions, and to the pra£tice of all 
forts of iniquity.— All the idolatry of the 
Heathen world, and worfe idolatry of 
the Chriftian, has been introduced and 
fupported under the facred name of reli- 
gion ; but not by juft reafonings, but 
artful addrefTes to the corrupt paffions 
and prejudices of mankind, and working 
upon their fuperftitious fears. '' ' 'V 
. Xhere is a confcience in all men, ahd 
fome fenfe of guilt and dread bf the dif- 
pleafure \)f the invifible power ; and 
wicked'and crafty men, knbw how to taKS 
/.>. advantage 



. advantage of this principle and difpofition 
to carry dn their felfifh defigns ; and un- 
der the pretence of better light aftd pur^ 
truth, have introduced into the church, 
and the world, the mod damnable here- 
lies and moral impurities. Witnefs Si- 
mon Magus, and his followers, in the 
earlieft days of Chriftianity, and innu* 
ixierable others in every age. 

I do not write thefe things, my friend, 
becaufe I am' under any apprehenfions 
of your really leaningt > the fide of abfiir- 
dityanddelufion in religion ; but to con- 
firm land ftrengthen your mind, in its 
juft attachment to rational piety, and 
encourage your modeil endeavours to 
eftabliOi your wavering, or reclaim your 
mifled acquaintance. I would not, for the 
world, be the means of leading you into 
a vain conceit of the fufficiency of human 
reafon, without revelation and the grace 
[of God, •• to find the way of lifej" or 
.of leflening your fenfe of the infinite 

obligations 
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obligations you are under to the hhSti 
Aedeemer» the light and life of an othefr 
nvife dark and perifliipg world.-^And, 
therefore, while we plead for the ufc ot 
rcafon in religion, let us guard againft 
abufing it, by a prefumptuous confidence 
in iu power, in contempt of the divine 
goodnefs. There is nothing more com- 
mon than to run out of one extreme into 
another;— one trampling reafon into the 
dirt, another exalting it to a D^iTY. 
And it is too often obfervable^ that when 
a man once comes to lay aGde all ferious 
regard to divine revelation and grace, and 
^efolves to depend intirely upon his rea» 
{on in his religious difquifitions, be is ve^ 
ry foon loft, andjuftly leftto wanderabout 
in the dreary regions of univerfal fcep?i 
ticifm*, where the mind wearied out with 

inquiries^ 

* This IS generally the eife with the vtoleiit oppofen 
of divine revelation fmcethe brighter difcoverics of 
<hc gofpcl* Under the former difpea&ttons, the eoe. 

* mics 
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inquiries, can find no fingle principle to 
reft upon a moment ; but is hurried from 
one uncertainty to another, until at laft 
it pltmges into the bottomlefs gulph of 
downright Atheifm, wb^re reafon, con* 
fcienee, and every thing that can diftin'^ 

guiffi 

9»H of tevelitiofi generally fell mt« the monftrotm 
ib(ttrditi£« of downright idolatry^ and worfhipped^ 
•9 their Goo, the worki of their own hands. An alv 
furdity (b tnooftrous, that one would think no rational 
Being coutd polfibly be guilty ofit, were not the fa^ 
uadeiiiabk t efpceially if wo conitder it was the cafe 
not only of the low, illiterste, unthinking mob, but 
even of the greatell men, princes, and philofophers. 
For which I cannot think any better reafon can be aflign« 
ed, than that it was the juft judgment of Goo upoa 
them*, for the guilt of, wilfully, or wantonly, rejecting . 
the gracious and neccflary ligh^ of divine revelation, . 
which he had given them, ah<f fetting up their own 
depraved reafon as an all-fuflicient guide in the con- 
cetns of religion. , And what terminated in idolatry 
then, terminates in Atheifm now ; which ukes away 
cvea the very means of recovery. 

• Sec Ifaih xliv, 12—19, 
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guifh roan from bfute, is irrecoverably 
]oIl; where ** confufion lies confounded^ 
" hope never comes," but^the moft dif- 
mal impenetrable darknefs, horror, and 
dcfpair reign uncontrouled. As, tbere<r 
fore, we would efcape fuch deep perdi* 
tion, let us think humbly of our reafon, 
ufe it with a becoming caution, thankful- 
ly embrace the light of the divine Avord, 
and form our religious fentiments and cba* 
Ta£ler upon the plan there laid down ; our 
piety, then^ will be manly and rational ; 
yet lively, fervent, chearful ; ornamental 
10 ourfelves, and beneficial to focictyi 
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>' • LETTER XIII. 
To ♦»#♦. 

Auecdotes of Homoriu$» bis Conver- 
Aon, and Addrcfs to bis Companions, 

Pdirciis deonim cultor & infrtquens,' 
Inianientis dum /apienti2e 
CbnTuItus crro: Niinc retrorTuni 
Vela dare, atqae iterare carfus 
Cogor reledlos. ■■■ > ■ ■■* 

Hon. Carm. Lib. !• Cd. 34. 
♦ •' ■ ■ • • ' . 

IT is your happineb, my dear young 
friend, that you hsive retreated (b ear-» 
ly from the ** paths of the dellroycr,* 
and felt the force, of evangelical trutl^ 
upon your heart, leadipg. you into thofe 
of eternal life and falvation. Several of 
your former companions, fome of whom 
you are ftill obliged occafionally to aflb<« 
^iate with, are yetwretched flaves to theii; 
vices. 1 Inow you Cacerely pity themf^ 
\ • * . and 
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and ardently wi(b tb^y.were (havers with 
you in the grace of God, and the truly 
divine pleafuresyoaby that means enjoy, 
Perhaps the addrefs of Ho N o R I u s, here- 
with enclofed, if put mt6 fome of their 
hands,' at a proper feafbil, might have a 
good influence upon their minds* How* 
ever, your partiality for the writer^will 
I dare fay, render it 4n agreeable enter-^ 
tainroent to you ; and as it may ferve to 
confirm you in your right fentiments and 
pra£ticey I fend it without any farther 
apology ; only as a proper introdu£lion, 
it will be neeeflary to obferve, that 
HoNORius was the only fon of a gen- 
tleman of con&derable fortune in ■ -* 
His father and mother were both of them 
perfons of real worth, and poifefled that 
fpirit of fervent and rational piety, that 
is too feldom to be found, even amongfl 
the tcttly good. They took a great deal 
of pains to inftil iato the mind of their 
fon^ the principles of pure and geiraiiiii 

religioa 
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religion, and to imprefs his confcicncc 
with a fcnfe of their importance tvcn 
from the eailieft dawnof intellc6h 

HoNORius had naturally a good un- 
derllanding, and an ingenuous o^ennefs 
of hean, fo that he very readily received 
thefe parental infiruftions, though, as 
his fpirits were very lively and volatile, 
he was always in danger of forgetting 
them, and too muchdifpofed to embrace 
every temptation that flattejred him with 
the profpeft of gratifying the lower al- 
fe£lions of his nature. However, he dif- 
covered no remarkably vicious inclina- 
tion, while under the immediate care of 
his parents, or at the grammar-fchool 5 
where he had the happinefs of a mafier, 
who attended to the religion and morals, 
as well as ciaflicaLaccompliihments of the 
youth under his care, in a degree beyond 
what is too generally praftifcd. 

At about feyenteen, Honorius wa^ 

Csof 10 ih^ ^nlyerfity. Hut there, not- 

M with^IlanJing 
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withftanding the good difcipllnc of the 
college he was placed in, and the at* 
tention of his worthy tutor and other 
friends, he fell into bad company, foon 
imbibed their libertine notions of life^ 
and followed their example, feemingly, 
with as much fpirit, and infenfibility to 
the reproaches of confcience» as any of 
them* His father could but hear of too 
inany infiances of his profligacyi though 
not of all; and this^ not without great 
forrow of heart, and the mofl earneft 
endeavours to reclaim him» but to no 
purpofe* 

He flayed theufual time at the uni* 
verfity ; and from thence went and lived 
upon an eflate left him by an uncle» 
which though not large, was fufficieot 
to fupport him in too great a degree of 
libertine gentility. 

The divine goodnefs, howcvcr^didnot 
forfake him ; for, by means with which 
his addrefs will particularly acquaint 

you 
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you, and which, therefore, I (hall not 
here anticipate, he was fo impjreffed with 
the impropriety and wickednefs of his 
paft life, and with the reafoniblcnefs 
and excellency of religion, that froni 
that time he became a new man, and 
U now a (hining ornament to the Chrif- 
eian name. 

After fopae time, as his mind became 
pretty well fettled in this happy courfc 
of life, refle&ing upon the truly mifer* 
able condition of his former companions 
in wickednefs, he refolved to make, at 
leaft, one attempt to reclaim them. He 
knew feveral of them were men of fenfe, 
and had enjoyed a religious education in 
their early youth* He coniidered, they 
were reafonable and immortal Beings, 
and, as fuch, capable of the knowledge 
and enjoyment of the fupreme gopd, the 
friendQiip of the great and Bleffed God;. 
and yetaSually proftituting their po.werg 
fi body ani mind to tb^ moll inglorious 
M 2 and 
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"ind pernicious purpofes ; rendering thera- 
fcives the difgrace of the human nature in 
this world ; and drawing down upon their 
guiky heads, the difpleafure of the Al- 
mighty in the next. — Thefe confidera- 
tions awakened in his bread all the pe- 
culiar tendernefs of a truly Chriflian 
friendfhip, for fuch, indeed, his former 
regard for them was now become. He 
determined therefore to attend one of 
their weekly noSurna! affcmblies ; and 
there, before their paffions were inflamed 
by their ufual difcourfe and drinking, to 
addrefs them with a plain ferious account 
ei himfelf, and the reafons of his with- 
drawing from them, together with fome 
fuitable remonftrances naturally arifing 
from the fubjeft. And he fell into this 
mcafure the more readily, as he prefumed 
his former intereft in their efteem, which 
was not fmall, woirid be one confider- 
able means of inducing them to hear 
him patienily ; andthe goodnefs of hiir 

• defign, 
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sfign, and the natural unafie£led plain- 
3ff and fcrioufnefs with which he 
lought he could fpeak, would, as he hc^ 
»^i prevent their ridicule ; if not, he 
as prepared to bear it. ^ . 



I am, &c« 
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ADDRESS OF HONORIUS, 

To a SocLtj ofLihcrthttSfto •which he himjetf 
wnce hclottgetL 

YOU have often heard mc with plea* 
fure, my friends, when I ufed t© 
harangue you upon the fubje£l of our 
wild exploits, and have too often felt the 
force of what I faid,-*have been roufed 
from your occafional indolence, and ani« 
mated to midnight debaucheries and riots 
by only a dozen or two of fentences, ut- 
tered with the genuine fpirit, and in the 
laconic ilile of the fraternity. 

I am now going to addrefs you in ano- 
ther manner, and upon a fubje£l as oppo« 
flte to thofel once entertained you with, 
as light to darknefs. — You think me fe- 
rious,— I am really: fo;— but do not 
imagine I am turned fanatic, and going 

t^ 
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to infult your underiiandings, or provoke 
your fpieen, with the rant of entbunafm, 
IprofefsrayfcIfaSiNCERECHRiSTlAN, 
— and confcious of the dignity of that 
chara3er, (hall endeavour to ** fpeak the 
" words of fobernefs and truth." 

You may, perhaps, of late have enter- 
tained foine unfavourable fentiments of 
Bie, and think me over-run with abfur- 
dity and melancholy. But I aflure you, 
I ha\'C not loll one grain of my fpirit and 
chearfulnefs ; am no flave to fuperftition, 
no bigot to theological opinions, but in 
every thing juft the fame man I was ; 
except, that now my appetites and paf- 
fions are brought into a due fubordina- 
tion to my fuperior faculties, and all to 
the authority of the greateft arid beft of 
Beings. — My defircs are now direfted 
to more worthy objefls ; my employ- 
ments are more rational ; and my plca- 
fures more folid and refined. And, I 
prefumc, genjilemen, upon jny f^oriner 
M 4 intcrcft 
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intcreft in your eftccm, the benevolence 
of tny defign in this addrefs^ and your . 
known candour and good nature, to hope 
Vou will indulge me the liberty I am 
taking, and hear me patiently, and with* 
out interruption, till I have done. 

Religion is my fubjetl. Ifhallnot, 
however, trouble you with a detail of 
the evidences of the divine original of 
Chriftianity. I knoW you are not fo 
loft to common fenfe, and the moral 
feelings natural to the human heart, or 
fo intoxicated with the conceits of falfe 
philofophy, as to deny the real divinity 
of a fyflem of religion that fo fully ap^ 
proves itfelf to every man's fober con- 
fcience. Your fin is not infidelity,— i 
you fcorn fo poor and cowardly a f^bter- 
fugein favour of your vices, fo common 
amongft many of our half-witted workers 
of iniquity. Nor is wickednefs itfelf, as • 
fuch, your object ; but the fpirit and he- • 
roifm,as you afieft to call it, with which 

you 
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you commit it, and the gratification, of 
your fenfual and licentious appetites.— 
Thcfe are your enjoyments, and the mo- 
tives to moft of your mad adventures* 
Mifchievous effefts will fometimcfc fol- 
low, but they are not your ruling de- 
(ign, — Spirits like yours are feldom ac- 
tuated by pure malevolence, and there- 
fore you are generally very ready to make 
fatisfaSion for your trefpaffes. The only 
irreparable injuries of confcquence you 
are guilty of towards others, are done to 
thofe unhappy women whofe innocence 
you too often facrifice to your wanton-. 
«ef$ and love of intrigue; and whom you 
expofe to habitual vice, difeafe, and in- 
famy in this world, and to everlafting 
perdition in the next. — ^Thefe are inju- 
ries indeed of the deepeil die, and every 
vray out of your power to repair. — Here 
you fink even below yourfelves ; and act 
a part everyway unworthy even the name 
of gentlemea. But otherwife, I confefs 

wit 6 
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wkb pleafurc, yoa have always difcoTcrcd 
amidfl your mott vicious indulgences, 
a great deal of that gencrofit j and good« 
ncfs of hearty that does honour to the 
human nature ; and, I know very well, 
of ten feel within yourfelvcs a real venera* 
tion tor virtue, though yon fo frequently 
violate her facred laws. — We often ufcd 
indeed, to attack the clergy of all deoo- 
minations, and draw from their chacac- 
ters a world of (what I now call wicked) 
entertainment: but we generally fingled 
out fuch as really deferved our fatyr. — 
The malicious bigot, — the fly canting 
hypocrite,— the drunkard, — the impure,- 
— the niggardly oppreiTor, — wretches 
that wear the drefs, and eat the bread of 
the church, while they are undermining 
the very foundations of her intereft and 
honour; — whofe folemn pretences, arcS a 
mere Luriefque upon religion and virtue; 
and who, by the virulent and contagious 
poifon of ik6ir example, do infinitely 

more 
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itiorcf mifchief to fociety than an equal 
number of the vileft libertines amongft the 
laity. Though when we ferioufly confider 
this, and to what peculiarlytleep and dread- 
ful perdition, their fo enormous guilt muft 
expofe them, we muft acknowledge their 
charaders afford us matter of the moft 
ferious grief and indignation, rather than 
ridicule. 

You will plead, perhaps, in favour of 
your vices, ** that Aey are not fo great 
** in reality as in appearance.— That 
^ much may be laid to the charge of the 
" vigour and gaiety of your animal fpi* 
•* rits, which in fpite of the urgent admo- 
•' nitions, of better reafon and confciencc, 
** do in a manner irrefiftibly impel you to 
^ offend/'— But, my friends^ after all the 
txcufes that can be made, your own hearts 
will tell you, that you are utterly inexcu* 
fable, and that there is a reality in your 
<irimes, (hocking, not only to the more fc* 
dous and virtuous part of mankind, but 
• even 
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even to yourfclvcf, very often* in 
the hour of cool reflc6lion. It mud 
be allowed* indeed* that the cold 
pleas of reafon* and even the wanner re* 
monflrances of confcience* too often 
prove inefieclual agaioft the violence of 
depraved appetke* enflamed by the pro- 
fpefls of immediate gratifieatibn. — But 
why is it fo ? Has not infinite gpodnefs 
put into your hands the proper means of 
enforcing thofe pleas and remonflrances* 
and of rellraining the violence of corrup- 
ted nature, and promifed his affiftknce 
and blefiing in the diligent ufe ot them? 
r— You muft acknowledge he has ; but 
at the fame time acknowledge alfo* that 
inflead of thus afing thofe means* you 
have wilfully neglefted and abufed them* 
ai^ld have often made a ferious regard to 
them the fubjefi of your jeft and ridi- 
cule, A circumilance that muft dread- 
fully aggravate your guilt. For, what is 
this* but to trifle with the eternal. GoPt 

and 
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dnd wantonly repOlfe the hand of his pa- 
ternal grace, flretched out to fave yon 
from the moft horrid perdition ! Nor will 
the gaiety and vigour of thofe animal fpi- 
rits that now give you fo much pleafure 
at the expence of your virtue, laft for 
ever. Sicknefs may foon impair them, 
or the cold hand of death ft ill fooner ul- 
tei.ly extinguifh them, and put an ever- 
laft^ing end to all the hope o£ happinefi^ 
from them ; but reafon amd ponfciencc 
are immortal principles, and therefore, 
though ever fo ftrongly refilled and 
borne down by the culpable violence of 
fenfual appetite, or amufed by the bufy 
fcenes of falfe pleafure tiow, they will 
certainly return upon you, in another 
world at leaft, and that with irrefiflible 
and moft tormenting power. — Death is 
the life of confcience ; and then, ftripped 
of the body and all its fcnfations, 
you will be all confcience, and con- 
fcience 
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fciencc itfcif all light, all fceliiig, all 
horror ! 

Be intreatcd then, my Iriends, to think 
ferioufly of thefc things, before it be too 
late. Think of that •* temperance and 
** rightcoufncfs" you have departed from, 
and of that tremendous judgment which 
will fo SURELY come. And if you feel 
your hearts ilruck with the refle£lion, O 
do not, with the Romao libertine in the 
like cafe, put off your repentance to a 
more convenient feafon,in future, though 
but to-morrow ; but hear now the voice 
of God, and live. The morrow may 
never come to you, or if it does, will find 
you the more hardened in fin, and farther 
irom repentance, by fuch prefumptuous 
4elay. 

You feem furprized, gentlemen, as if 
at a lofs to account for the ftrange lan- 
guage and fentiments with which I am 
addreffingyou, I will tell you fincereljr 
all that is materiaHn my cafe. — Hear me 

with 
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with attention and candour, and when I 
have done, if you fee any jull caufc 
to cenfure me, you have my full leave to 
do it in your own way, 

I was obliged/ fome time ago, to fpcnd 

a few weeks ai Lord L *s, agenilc- 

man, you will all acknowledge, of great 
fenfeand fpirit; no dupe to credulity or 
fuperllition ; rationally, not fanatically 
good. — And no wonder; for he reads, 
underftands, and lives by the Bible. 
His reafon is illuminated by the divine 
light that fhlnes there ; his heart feels the 
power of the facred and interefting truths 
there recorded ; and he a6ls habitually 
under their influence. He has fuch no- 
tions of the Supreme Being; (^ his great- 
nefs and majefly, as produce in his con* 
fcience a fettled awe and reverence of his 
invifible prefence. — Such ideas of hii^ 
goodnefs, as warm his affeftions with 
the moft lively gratitude, and infpire him 
with the moft delightful and animating 

hopeft 
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no opportunity. I had, indeed, a variety ' 
'bfamufemeats, but they wire fuch as 
did not lead me out of myfelt, diffipate 
thought, and drown refleflion, intirely. 
I was Jifpofed therefore ilillto conGder; 
and this difpofitioti was greatly promo- 
ted, by our confiant attendance on the 
public worfliip of God every Sunday. 
The minifter of the pariih, was a ferious, 
fenfible, good man ; no enthufiail ; yet 
he appeared to have felt the power of di- 
vine truth, and therefore fpoke as one 
earncftly concerned to have his hearers 
feel it alfo. His manner was natural and 
unafi'eded; his reafoningjuft and'ftrong; 
9nd the whole of his preaching extreme- 
ly weU adapted to promote the intereft of 
religion and virtue ; and his converfa*^ 
tidn fuch as became the /dignity of his 
profeffion as a minifter of God. 

He, one day in particular, infifted oh 
th^tclaufe iti the apoftle's fermon to the 
Athenians—'^ but now he comit^andoth 

•'aU 
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" all men every where to repent," He, 
explained the nature of repentance, and 
demonftrated the ncceffity of it, from the 
genius of the Chriftian difpenfation, as 
opening to our view, the moft afionifli- 
ing goodnefs and mercy of Goo on the 
one hand, and his moft awful puricy and 
juftice on the other ; as they appear in 
the humiliation, fuSeriogs, and d^ath q£ 
his Son forour (ins, and the appointment 
of all mankind to aftate of inconceivable 
happinefs or mifery in another world. 
Thefe iaterefting points, on which tb^S 
apoftle^s argument turns, be fet in £9 
flrongcTnd clear a light, and preiTed with 
fuch earncftnefs and vigour upon the con* 
fcience, that I felt the conviftion at my 
very heart; and could not butac knowledge 
a power more than that of man 4ti:com^ 
panied what I ^heard. My fins were fet 
in order before my eyes; and with the 
moft ferious remorfe and overwhelming 
fliame, I filently acki^wJcdged, to my 
N j^ offended 
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offended Gop, my aggravated guilt, and 
ther.ighteoufneft of. that indignation at 
AvWcb my foul trembled. And yet from 
tH6 glorious views the difeourfe led me 
into of the great nefs of the divine mercy, 
"artd the infinite fulnefs of that atonement 
for fin, which the Redeemer has made by 
the facrifice of himfelf^ I could not but 
entertain hme very fenfible and encou- 
raging hopes ; and particularly from the 
obfervations the preacher made upon the 
apoftle's reprefentation of the divine con-* 
dtefcenfion in bis epillle to the Corinthi- 
ans, •' where he fays,—" That God is 
*< in Christ, reconciling the World to 
** himfelf, and now even befeeches his 
*\ ^rilty creatures to be reconciled to 
*^'^itn/'^To think of fuch a Being fo 
^£fend^. BESEECHING his guilty crea« 
tlices tO'be retoncilect* and, to enforce is 
|tIe.9».pointtng to hi« dearly beloved Son, 
^Bering and dying up^n a crofs for them 
A-rbaw ^inazijig, .awful, encouraging i» 
tihia i'.'^hat reafon.io fear fuch a God 1 
What reafon to hope in fuch mcrcv ! 

' My 
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• My mind thus filled with '^atboufan^. 
thoughts of myfelf, of Gon, o f anot.ier 
world, quite new to me, I went homft. 
with his lordfhip, remarking upon what 
we had heard ; for indeed it was almoff 
impoffible to do otherwife 5 and took th« 
firft opportunity of retiring to my apart^ 
ment, in order to confider thefe things 
more particularly. I did confider, and 
finding a Bible in the clofct adjoiniiig*, 
I looked attentively over the fcv«ral paf- 
fage$ I could recollect from the dtfcourfg, 
and fome others of the fame tendency;; 
all which ferved to deepen my fenfc of 
the excellency and importance of the 
truths I had received ; and, though ;jI 
had been long a fad ftranger to prayer, 
couM not help putting up fomie eatn*(^ 
petitions to the univerfal parent, to di- 
re£l my inquiries, ftrengthen my refolu- 
tions, and difpofe.my mind to embrace 
and obey.all his will; I agaiA retarded 
fa my rcftcflioos with renewed tencern, 

and 
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and was even aftonifhed to dunk, that I 
could call myfelf a rational and immortal 
Being ; a-kin to the moft high and glori* 
€us fountain of all exigence; and yet 
Jive continually in the groffeft inattention 
to my own dignity, and z€t a part, in 
many inftances, worfc than brutiih ; that 
J could even believe a future ftate of re- 
tribution, know myfelf a guilty creature,, 
and yet be fo ftupid, as to fpend whok 
years of an uncertain life, the only fpace 
given me for repentance and falvationi 
not merely in amufements and follies in- 
finitely below my nature, but what is ftill 
worfe, in oflFending, by flagrant vices, the 
greateftand bed of Beings; and thereby 
cxpofing myfelf to the tremendous effe&s 
of his juft difpleafure.— ^Thc confcious- 
. nefs of luch notorious abufe of my intd- 
ledual powers, and the in&ntte gooditefs 
of GoDy manifefted in fuch a way a& that 
defcribed in the Bible, filled my mind 
with^difJareffing fliMic, ^cm^rfc a*d fear j 

undeif 
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vndcr the prdlure of which I could find 
Ao cfFedual relief or confolation, but in 
the very mercy I had To repeatedly And 
bafely forfeited } and this only asit^p- 
peared through that xliviocly appointed 
medium, the facrifice jind interceffion of 
the bleffed Redccmer.-r-H^Ri I could 
perceive a juft aiid rational foundation 
for comfort and only here } becaitife 
here onlt I could fee ,thc awful majcfty 
of the divine government maintained in 
its full glory, while the gmlty penitent 
was forgiven, atid admitted to the pQf<* 
feiEon of eternal life. Here therefore I 
was refolved to fix the anchor of my im« 
mortal hope ; and h£R.e I firft tafted the 
olivine bleffing of peace with God. 

Nor was any part of this, I aflurc you, 
the eflfeft of (pleen or vapours, or me* 
lancholic fancy ^ for I never enjoyed bet- 
ter . health, or the freer exercife of •my 
natttral fpirits, than at this time. But I 
found, that the truths whidi now took 
N 3 poffeffion 
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poflTeffioa of my mind, exa£^Iy anfwcred to 
its moral feelings ; and that they were 
fupported by the bigheft and moft indif • 
piitable authorities in the world, everi 
the plain declarations of the Bible, and 
niy own confcience. Hence I was, in* 
deed, greatly affefted, but it was nd 
more than what naturally arofe from the 
bccafion. I felt no unacountably vio«» 
tent agitations or difturbances of my paf<i 
fions, though all furprifingly awa](ened 
into a kind of nei^ life. — AH was r«gUf 
lar, fereneiy awful, and ferions ; fuch 
as became the dignity and importance of 
the affair ; the turning oi a finful crea- 
ture to bis God ; the exertion of the di^ 
vine power in the falvation of an immor- 
ul. My grief and fear, on the account 
ef my aggravated guilt, was very great ; 
yet fuch as my enlightened and cooled 
reafon approved and pronounced juft. I 
had encouraging hopes, in the views of 
the divine mercy. ; but they were fuch as 
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triy judgment, as welt as my aflFediohs, 
could rejoice in. My knowledge was 
how greatly enlarged, and what 1 knew, 
made far deeper impreffions upon my 
heart ; though, as to the main princples 
of it, much the fame a$ what I, and in- 
dcied you, my friends, have many a time 
confefled, — viz.—'* That there is a Gob 
•' the moral governor of the world, — that 
•* we are guilty creatures, and as fucTi 
^* expofed to his difpleafure, — that therfe 
"is a future ftatc of retribution, — that 
-•• we muft repent in order 10 be happy/' 
•• — Thefe are laws, pf religion and 
'" virtue, that he has written in our heartis, 
and to thefe I may add many others 
which we find written in our Bibles, 
equally clear and rational, and of the 
higbeil importance to our happinefi ; 
the facred authority of which we cannot 
isiut believe, and fometimes even feel too, 
in fpite of all our gaiety and inattention. 
The difference is, I fee thefe things now, 

partif:ularl/ 
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particularly my guilt and pollution, zni 
the divine jufticc and mercy, in an almbft 
infinitely flrongcr, and more affe£ling 
light ; I believe them, becaufe they have 
got hold of my confcience as well as my 
reafon, and live there, I truft, in their 
.governing power and influence.— And 
there may they ever live ! 

Thefe fentiments naturally led me into 
,a manner of behaviour, correfpondent 
.to them. — I was chearful, — I had reafon 
to be fo; and indeed infinitely more 
reafon now than ever. — For, though I 
could not but refle£^ upon my paft life 
with painful concern, and felt many an 
alarming apprehenfipn about my condi- 
tion, at times ; yet the aifured belief I 
bad of the goodnefs of that Being I had 
offended, and the ample provifion made 
for the falvation of finful creatures in the 
gofpel, diffufed fuch pleafing hope and 
confolation through my heart continu- 
^ly, as I had never known before. And 

the 
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the more I read, and confidered tbe 6n 
9L£ account of the great Rcdeeincf, an4 
the glorious aifurances he has given us of 
the divine mercy, the more that hope 
and con folation abounded. . I could novir 
enter into the fpirit of many of thofe paft 
fages in the facred books relative to his 
perfon and chara&er, with which I was 
intircly unacquainted before, and fawin*-. 
numerable entertaining beauties in the^, 
*^The name of Je%vs, lightly as I once 
thought of it, was now celeftial mufic ta 
my ear, and joy unfpeakable to my h^fart ! 
I could feel thofe flrong lines of Dr. 
Young addrcffed to hira.» 

-"TKou, myall! 



•* My thenic \ my infpifation I and my crown t 
*'My foul's ambition! {fteafore^ we;dth! my 

world ! 
''-My Kght in daric<kefi ? and % life in death f 
** My bbdj thro" time 1 blifs thro' ctctiiity f 
^^ Eternity too ihort to fpeafik tky pnufe ! 
^<Oc fatfaom thf pioiboiid of lo^ to flium !" 

Excttfe 
* Night Th«^ghti| No. 4 
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Excufe my warmth, gentlemen ; it is' 
impoflible to fee things in the light I 
now do — rto fee the Son of God even 
flying, in peculiar mi fery upon a crofs, to 
fave me from the awlul confequence^ of 
my fins, and open, the way of eternal 
life to my otherwife periihing foul, 
without fuch fenfations of efleem and 
gratitude, and fuch endeavours to exprefs 
the^, as muft appear fomewhat extra- 
ordinary, to thofe who. have not the fame 
apprehenfions. 

In thefe happy circumfiances, how->* 
ever, I could not but appear more feri* 
oui and thoughtful than ufual, to tlie 
very great and agreeable furprife of my 
truly honourable friend. For, though 
he expecled from my liberal education 
and preteiifions to the chara£ler of a 
^ gentleman^, that I (hould behave with 
fome decorum in his houfe ; yet he did 
not expe£l to find that decorum carried 
' (o. far^ and; fi( Co eafy and natural vtpoti 
X.;: 1 me; 
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m)e ; much lefs that I fiiould, as I often 
did, enter into his fehtiments and man-' 
ner of life, with a warmth of heart that 
(hewed it was not the effeft of mere 
complaifance) but of fome bexter prin* 
ciple. 

And now, my dear friends, I appeal 
to your own hearts, whether there is any 
thing in all this, that can juftly expofe 
me to your ferious cenfure, or your ridi- 
culie ? Whether the fentiments I have 
adopted, and the way of life I am in, 
and rcfolve (by the divine affiftance) to 
continue in to the end be not much 
more becoming the rank we hold in the. 
fyftem of exiftence ; our near relation to 
the Deity, and our intereft in another, 
world ; than the fentiments and conduft 
I before embraced and followed with 
youP^Ifany one of you will attempt' 
to demonftrate to me, that I am wrong jj 
or under any fanatical, pitiable., ridicu- 
lous influencjj ; I prOmife you 1. will hear 

him 
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him with candour, cooly confider what 
he {ays, and follow convi£lion ; — or if 
you can flicw me, that my former life of 
excefs and riot, and fenfual indulgence 
is more becoming my rational nature, 
more confiftent with the hope of an hap- ; 
py immortality, or more cpadueiveto 
my real felicity upon the whole, as a ra- 
tional and immortal Being ; I will this 
moment return to it, and beg the favour 
of a re-admifEon into your fraternity. 
You are all filent — Yes, your own 
hearts tell you I am right, and that I am 
reftored to my reafon, to myfelf, to my 
true intereft and happinefs. No longer 
a miferable flave to foolifb impetuous vi- 
cious paflions, but in pofleflion of my 
nobler powers, animated with the folid 
and moft delightful hope of eternal life 
and glory, in the prefence andfriendChip- 
of the greateft and belt of Beings. I am . 
now, I trn(i, a Chriftian indeed, and re- 
joice in that channEUr as my bigheft ho« 

oour 
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nour ; my conflant with and care is to 
aft worthy of it; and though ftill expofed 
to many temptations and dangers, my 
dependence for viftory over them all is 
in HIS power and mercy, who gloried in 
being the Saviour of men. In a word,! 
confider myfelf now as ^* redeemed unto 
"God by the blood of his Son," and 
therefore under every obligation of grati- 
tude and intereft to devote myfelf to his 
will, and govern myfelf by the rules and 
direftions he his given me; imitating 
his moral perfe£lions, doingjullice, loving 
mercy, diffufinghappinefs every where, 
within my little fphere of influence. 

And here, my friends, fuflFer me to 
expoftulate with you a few minutes, now 
while your paflions are cool, and reafon 
and confcience have room to exert their 
power and authority. — Remember you 
are men, not brutes, nor devils ; not ut- 
terly incapable of the knowledge of your 
Maker, or the enjoyment af bis friend- 

(hip 
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ftip af ihoft \ nor Ihut up in everlafting 
defpairas theje. This is at once; your 
glory, and your mercy;— think then as 
men ; aft as fuch, i. t. aft up to the 
dignity of your rational and immor^ 
tal natiiie and hopes.-— The pleafures 
you find, or rather think you find, in 
the wicked gratification of your head* 
flrong paflions, what are they ? Mean, 
groveling, pernicious ; — at heft but mere 
(hadows ; imaginary, momentary uncer» 
tainties, that can only amufe for the 
prefent, but not bear the leaft fober re^ 
flexion without pain ; and muft foon 
leave you, with a weight of mifery upon 
your hearts beyond the power of mortal 
language to defcribe \ — leave you in full 
poffeffion of your vicious appetites, 
without aay thing to gratify, them ; in 
poITeflion of your reafon and confdence, 
without any thing to comfort them ; or 
abate the anguiih of reflexions t^stif 
moment arifing in them. : 

Yon 
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Yoii profefs to believe the truth of the 
fevangelical hiflory ; but can you believe 
that the Son of God, the Lord of glo- 
ry, made his appearance in our worlds 
taught fuch divine doftrineS, fet fuch aii 
illuilrious example of piety and virtue,, 
and at iafi died in.circumftances fo pecu- 
liarly painful, to excufe you in fin, and 
leave you at liberty to fpend all the time 
of a flibrt forfeited, uncertain life, in ah 
inceffant purfuit of vice and wickednefs, 
or even in perpetual amufcment and difr 
fipation? Surely you cannot! What then 
muft you think ,of a praftice fo incon* 
fiftent with your belief, as yours at pre- 
fent avowedly is ? The " devils believe 
" and tremble;" you believe and trem- 
ble not, though, v/hile in your fins, you 
are under the fame dreadful condemna- 
tion with them. 

I know indeed, by myfelf, how averfe 

you are to thoughts and reafonings of this 

nature, and how light you \yill probably 

O make 
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nniakcof them; butiet me again app«»l 
to your own hearts, are not thcfe things 
to ? Is there not a juft God who will 
punifh the impenitent violators of his 
laws, and abufers of his long-fufFering 
mercy ? And is it not utterly impoffible 
to fall into his handls as fuch, without 
being* rhiferable, pafP utterance', paft 
conception ? Is not the happinefs 
which he has connefted with virtue, the 
moft perfetl, abundant^ durable ? — Can 
there be any doubt of bis forgiving the 
penitent belicvers^ in his word, though 
guilty as the worft of you are, fince he 
has given his Son to be a propitiation- 
for their fins ? There can be none- 
Life and death eternal, therefore, yen 
fee are in fafl fet before you by thd' 
grear autbor of your Being ; he in- 
vites you to the one, and warns you^ 
of the other, by a thoufand moll 
affefting motrvcrs preffed upon youf 
attention^ with all the authority and ten* 

dcrncft 



dcrnefs of a Father. — ^This jou know 
is a juft repreferttfttion of things^ — Gair 
you then hefitate one moment what yoi» 
(Hall do?^— Is there any room for a com-^ 
petition between the demands' and 
entreaties of the Eternal God, and 
the idle folicitations of a vicious na- 
ture ? Are the falfc pleafures arifing 
from an intemperate indulgence of mer^ 
aniipal appetite, or the wanton intrigue* 
or profane fallies of depraved wit, 
to be named with the real joy-'s of pure 
religion and virtue, the friend/hip of 
Christ, and the confcioufncfs of the? 
divine approbation through him ? You 
cannot ferioully pretend to anfwer iii' 
the affirmative. What madneft thort 
to aft as if you couid l^-'-Lobk tij^a 
the Son of GX)D*, becoming the Son' 
c»f man in our world : coniidef his 
charafter as it is drawn by^ the Tacred 
liiftorians ; how great, wortliy, amla- 
hie I Idqw pleafing to his hc^oMy 
O 2 Father I 
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Father ! How glorious to our nature ! 
— And confider your own, how every 
way the reverfe !-r-He is now, as the . 
reward of his pjety and obedience, and 
love 10 us, exalted to the pofftffion of 
the higheft honours and delights ; and 
compaffionately entreats you, even you, 
by all the unparalleled fonows, and bene' 
volent defigns ot his death, to tread 
in the fame paths of righteoufnefs, 
and fhare with him in the fame kind of 
felicity and glory ! And can you refill 
fuch aftonilhingv condefcending, good- 
iiefs as this I 1 would fain hope yoU 
cannot ; — and yet I fear, for you feem 
even now as if you would objeft and 
fay, — "All this may be very true and 
** juft ; but much too refined and ab^ 
•* ftraftcd to engage our attention. 
•' We arc for prefent enjoyments, and 
** fuch as we can fee, fieel, and under- 
" ftand, almoft without the trouble of 
" thinkittg/*i--But, my dear friends, is 

this 
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this the voice of even your reafon ? 
I — Have you np other feelings but thefc 
fupeificiai ones ? — Can you always 
(hut out reiletlion, and avoid the force 
of ferious tiuth ? — Do not you find 
fonicthing in you, that lies deeper than 
your bodily fer^fcs, or tbofe of n^erc 
imagination f Something that per- 
ceives with peculiar apprehenfion and 
fenfibility, the difference between vir- 
tue and vice, religion and impiety, 
j»nd the refpeftivc happinefs and mifery 
conne6icd with them ; and that fre- 
quently leads you, even in fpite of 
yourfelves, into the more abllrafled na- 
ture of things, your relation to the gr^at 
God and the eternal world; and af- 
fures you of their reality ? And do 
not theCe fenfations really coincide with 
the evident conftitution and ord/er of 
nature ? Do they not tend to make 
you wife, and good, and happy, ypur 
|Own reafon being judge ? Or, do yo^ 
O 3 renounce 
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renpufice eili pretenfions to rationality 
and tno^l feeling, amd rank your- 
felvcs wkh the heaftsof the field? If 
you ^ id, what 'Would it avail you, un- 
Icfs by'tbat «ieao«, you could indeed 
^Itcr the nature of things, and could 
^cn die as well as Jive like thera ? — 
But I am fure, whatever contrary ap- 
pearances your praflice. may have, your 
fentiments arc not l^us low and grovel- 
mg. You acknowledge yourfelves 
rational and immortal, and that you 
are now living for another world of 
Unutterable happinefs or mifery; only 
itft up to thefe acknowledgements, 
my friends ; hear with reverence the 
pleadings of confcicnce, they are no left 
than the voice of GoD, within you; 
hear his lioly word, which fpeaks the 
fame language, though far more expli* 
citly and forceably. — ^No longer am ui< 
and deceive yourfelve^ with the ^an? 
^ iaife happineiis and 'glory, "by obey^ 

ing 
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ing the diftates of x:orrupted nature ; 
but follow the light of facrjed truths 
ftining upon your underftjindings, and 
in that rational way feek for that happi- 
nefs and glory, prepared by infinite wif-. 
dom and good nefs, and .aifuredly prp- 
pnifed to all who fincerely feek it. — Re- 
tire, I entreat yo.u, a few moments into 
yourfelves, confider what you now 
really are, and what e'er long, you 
mufl really be. — Though finners againft 
God ; think what powers and aflif- 
tances he has gracioufly given you to- 
wards your recovery ; — how ferioufly 
awful that justice, which you fp 
greatly provoke by your libertine courfe 
of life ; how adorable that m^rcy that 
perfuades you to repent and be recon- 
ciled to the Father of your fpirits ! And 
believe me, there is no medium here; 
but you *\ MUST either obey the 
" voice of his mercy, or perifli ;'* 
Not lofe your exiftence, but, what is 
O 4 infinitely 
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infinitely worfe, all the camforts of it 
in the unfathomable depths of mifery. 

I f( e, gentlemen, you are furprized 
at my difcourfe ; I am fo at your pa- 
tience and attention in hearing me — I. 
will urge you no longer ; you may, per- 
haps, ferioufly refleft upon what 1 have 
faid. I moft fervently wifti you may ;— 
but ifotherwife, and you are determi- 
ned to raife the laugh upon me, do fo, 
1 am prepared to bear it ; however, let 
me befeech you to remember, that coN- 
sciKNCE, not RIDICULE, is the pro- 
per tell of truth in cafes of this important 
nature; to your confciences therefore 
1 appeal, and there leave my appeal, 
until we appear, ,as wc certainly muft, 
b^for^ his tribunal, who fiiall judge the 
quick and tbe dead ; where the jutt 
fcntence of confcicnce will be confiimed 
with the moft facred folemnity ; and 
all the moft confident and daring ridi- 
cule be flruck dum{) with everlafting 

confufioa 
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Confufion and dcfpair. O hear then 
NOW the voice of confcience ! — Hear 
that of Christ ! — That you may in- 
deed find mercy iii that great deci- 
sive Day, 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

To Mr. * * * * *. With a Confola- 
tory Letter to Sophron and So- 
ph RON iss a, on the Death of their 
only Child, 

nr'HE late cafe of two worthy friends, 
-*" for whom I have a particular ef- 
teem, is fo very much like that of your 
good brother and fifler, my dear fir, that 
I cannot help fending you a fhort account 
of it, with what I wrote to thofe friends 
upon the melancholy occafion ; which, 
if you think it proper, and likely to an- 
fwerany valuable end, you may tranfmit 
to your mourning relations. They arc 
yet but young in the fchool of affliftion ; 
I (hould rejoice to be any way aflillant to 
their improvement and comfort, but have 
not intimacy enough to jullify the free- 
dom of writing direftly to them, 

SOPUEON 
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SoPHRON andS0PURoNissA,(forfo I 
(hall call the worthy fricads above men- 
tioned,) were both of them of fomc con- 
liderable family and fortune; but, what 
is infinitely more to their honour , they 
were pious, juft, benevolent ; and, in 
.confcquence, eryoycd the peculiar affec- 
tions of the g<^d, the efteera of their 
numerous acquaintance, and the daily 
prayers and bleOings of the poor, whofc 
jniferies they not only very fenfibly felt, 
4>ut as readily endeavoured to remove. 

Their conjugal union, was founded 
•in a warm, yet rational, afFeflion to each 
other, and that divine love which is pe« 
'Culiar to fincere Chrifiians. Their do- 
jneftic happinefs, therefore, was as com- 
plete ^s the prefejnt Aate of human na- 
ture could well admit; and this, af- 
ter fome years, crowded with the birth 
^f a fon. 

In the firft openings of the parents 
4kSe£lioa8 thtre ie a vcny fenfible .pleafure. 

—Hence, 
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-—Hence, as thefe valuable friends have 
often confefTed, a thoufand new and en-* 
, tertaining thoughts preffed in upon their 
minds, on this occafion. — A. wide and 
cxtenfive profpeft of various delights, 
unallayed with experienced difapoint- 
ments, prefcnted itfelf to their view. 
Year behind year fecmcd to rife in a long 
fucceffion of growing joys, not a little 
magnified, perhaps, by the powers of 
imagination. By imperceptible degrees, 
th^texcefs of affeftion, v^hich wc call 
FONDNESS, ftole upon thcrai ^ndthey 
could fcarcely fee, at leaft \>rere unwil- 
ling to fee, any thing before thern but 
the happy accomplifhment of all their 
\viflies as to the enjoyments of this world. 
And thus the pleafing fcene continued 
for near four years, ftill improving upon 
them, and flattering their hopes. 

But alas! Wh^t 4 vain fhew is all 
mortal felicity ! Thefe bright, thefe plca- 
^ng expe^lations, in an unlocked for 

hour, 
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hour, are all clouded over, funk and 
lolVvin the diftrefling gloom of deep uh- 
fcarchable providence ! A violent difor- 
der, on a fudden, feizes the child ; and 
before they could well recolleft them 
felves, and prepare for the trial. Death 
lays his cold hand upon it ; the vital 
current flops ; the eyes iink in darknefs ; 
it moves, it breathes no more; — Me- 
thinks 1 fee them now ! — At firft they 
ftand aftonifhed, and fpeechle^fs ; fcarcely 
able to believe, though they fes it with 
their own eyes, that their juli now liv- 
ing, lovely, and beloved fon, is become, 
indeed, a mere lifelefs carcafe ! — ^Thc 
objeft of their dearcft earthly delight, a 
fpeftacle of terror ! — At hgngth tears 
force their way, and they pour forth their 
unavailing £brrow«, with the utmoft vio- 
lence. And it muft be acknowledged 
here was great reafon for diftrefs. A life 
fo longexpefted, fo lately given, fo great- 
ly e^joyed^ taken fo fuddenly away ! No 

heart. 
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heart, not loft to all the feelings of huraa* 
nUy, but muft, in fuch circumftances, 
be affeQcd; They were, perhaps, toO! 

irtuch fo. It is hard, fometimcs, to keep 
thefe better fort of affeftioirs within due 
bounds. We, who were prcfent, endea- 
vour to adminifter feme confolation ; but 
aJas ! in this fudden turtiult of grief, we 
were foon ftruck fpeechlefs, and could 
<5nly mourn with them. — They them- 
fclvts try, by fome word, fome look of 
fortitude and comfort, to leffen each 
others diftrefs, but all in vain ; thefe very 
endeavours do but renew and increafe 
k. I thought it heft to leave them for 
the prefent, and therefore, went honre, 
and wrote the letter I here enclofe to' 
you, which, after the firft impetuofity ©f 
their grief Was over, and I could hbpc 
to engage their attention, I took care to 
fend them ; and I truft not without fome 

good efTeft. 

I tm. &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER XV. 

To Mr. and Mrs. *»***», 
Oh the Death of their only Child. 

'\7' OU have, mj dear and honoured 
■*^ friends, long ago learnti in theory 
at leaft, how little the enjoyttiemsof time 
are to be depended upon ; how they flatter 
ouc hopes in their approach, and difappoint 
them when they arrive ; either from the 
. weaknefs of their nature, or the (horthefr 
of their duration. — In confequnce of this 
knowledge, you have again and again- 
refolved not to fet' your hearts too 
confidently upon any merely temporal' 
^ood, but to treat every^ thing below 
the Ikies Vith a^ becoming indifference ;- 
and devote yoilr beft^ and warnaeft affec- 
tions to the fupreme excellence,ttbe 
never- failing foUrce of all felicity ; and 
this froin full Cpnvi3ioo, that this go^ 

Tcrnracnt 
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vcrnment of yourfelves was highly neceU 
fary to your prefent comfort, as well as 
future happinefs. 

Now the divine providence calls upon 
you to reduce thefe juft fentiments into 
praftice, and to aft, as well as thinkj 
thus rightly. Now is the time to prove 
the ftrength of your principles, and how 
far you have realized the promifes you 
have profeiTed to believe ; and to correft 
and improve your faith and experience, 
by a renewed application to the facred 
writings, where you will find a rich 
treafure of truly divine do£lrines, pro- 
mifes, examples, that tend to infpird 
you with fentiments and hopes, as. high 
as heaven, as boundlefs as infinitude, 
and as lafting as the ages of eternity ! 
From my own repeated experience 1 
can, and do, fincerely fympattiize with 
you, in this trying providence. 'Friertd- 
fliip enlivens every refleQion on your dif- 
txefs, an4 finks it ftill deeper into the 

heart. 
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heart. This Ifeads me with eartieft Aip- 
plication to the throne of grace for you ; 
prortipts mt to exhort yqu tp hope ftill 
in God, and the gracious promifes oi 
his word.— And is this all, perhaps you 
^ill fay, that your friendlhip can do for 
^s iq this grei^t triiil ? .This h very little 
i^ndeed! — True; but thifc little n^ay polli- 
bly be the means of leading you to the 
God of all cohfolation, to take a nearer 
and ipore attentive view of his goodneft 
and mercy, and to truil more intirely 
there for yibur happiiiefs. If fp, it wilj 
ferve at leaft tp IpSpi^ the violence <>f 
your forrow. 

Religion, the religion of Christ, 
which you profeft, never appears mort 
illuflrious, more lovely, than when view- 
ed from under the cloud of aiBi£lion. 
.Methinks I fee her now (it is no hard or 
unnatural figure) approaching you with 
that encouraging fweetnefs, that amiable 
dxvini^ of ^Mnoer, j)eculi8(r to berfelf ; 
P an* 
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and hear her addrefling you in fomc fuck 
language as this. 

•* Confidcr, my friends, there is a di- 
•• vine hand in this flroke ; the hand of 
•• a God of infinite wifdom and good- 
•* ncfs, who does every thing right and 
•• well, not only in refpeft of his own 
*' defigns, but the happinefs of all that 
** cordially fubmit to his government. 
" His faithful word declares, and dc- 
•• clares it for the hour of adverfity — 
•• All things fliall work together for 
*• good, to them that love God, as 
•• you cannot but be confcious to your-*- 
" felves you do. 

•* Confider alfo, that the little grow- 
•^ ing delight you have loft, might, in 
" time, have taken too faft hold of your 
*^ affeflions, and drawn them in fomc 
" culpable degree from the fuprem^ 
" good; have rendered you lefs mindful 
•• of his friendfhip, and cooled your de- 
« fires to that " loving-kindnefc whick 
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*« is better than life/* with all its moft 

•* important and pleafing enjoyments. 

" This meafure, therefore, in the con- 

" duft of providence, might, perhaps, 

" be neceffary to preferve you from a 

*• difpofition fo wrong in itfelf, and fo 

** hurtful in is confequences. Befides, 

" the fad experience of many mournful 

" parents teaches you to believe it poffi- 

'^ ble, at leaft, that had this child been. 

*• fpared, it might many ways have difap- 

" pointed your moft promifing hopes, and. 

" proved thefource of a thoufand heart- 

•* rending forrows far more painful than 

** what you now feel. And it is but. 

** looking upwards to the heavenly, 

" world, and a glorious fcene of divine 

•• inftruaion,and comfort opens to your. 

'• view. — Divine * faith will fhew you 

Pa " thq 

* I conclude this, becaufe ^fft read, <* that Go» 
•« delightcth in mercy— That the blood of Christ. 
^ clcaafeth from all fin— That out of the mouth of 

•( bab^ 
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** be uiyembodi^d (pirit of yoar fori, (lc-» 
•* Hvcred fr6m all fih and forrovr, wafli« 
♦•^ cd in th^ blobd of the lamb ; m full 
•' poffeffionof all its intdleftiial powei-s| 
** employed inccffatitly in th« contetli- 
*' plationand praifes of rcdeeniihg grace, 
*' and ever enjoying the light of that 
^* countenance which diffufel joy On^iti 
«' terable through all the wide rc^gioiiii of 
•* imnfiortality ! And in fuch a vi^w of 
•* things, would you, can yc>u with ii 
*• back again to your weak unfatifefyih^ 
• criibraces ? It itlight give y6\x hiiif 
*» ptcafure; but is it hot i| fir g^catef 
" to fee it with your FAtHEk, and your 
** God, in that World of glory where 
^* you hope yourfelvta to dweU fof 
** tver? 

" Complain then lio more ; dij up 
*^ your unavailing tears; realize the dif- 

•* CQveries 

« iM of £Mk MB^katf/Som^luetuuT 
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•* CQveries of iaith ; juftify the wifdom, 
^* and adore the grace that now certainly 
•• attends, and will phq day (hine, in this 
•^ providcnpe, dark a$ it may no\^ ap- 
*'* pear, 

" Nature, indeed, muft feel on fuct. 
^' occ^fipni ; it is reafaaable; it is pipus : 
•* but immoderate grief, is neither good 
" in itfclf, nor can be the means of any 
" gpod tp you. Affliftipn is one conr 
** fiderable part of the difcipline your 
*• prefent ftatc requires. Of what kind, 
*^ s^nd in wh^t me^furp, it (hould be ad- 
** piiiiiftejred, it is certainly beft to leave 
?• intirely with God. 

*• Ypurc^fe is not fingular. Mifery 
** prefies on mankind, on every hand ; 
?• none are free, The philofopher* long 
** ^gP remarked with juftice, — " Th^i 
^* m^rx would fooner w wt tears to (hed, 
P3 than 

^ L%crymm B%hU dccrant, ante^am caule delcn^i* 
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** than occafions to (hed them.** And a 
greater than he* has told you, ** that 
" man, born of a woman, is of few days, 
*• and full of trouble ; he cometh up, 
" and is cut down like a flower." — ^To 
** day, in all the vigour of lite and bloom 
" of profperity ; to-morrow a wretch 
*' withered with the defolating, blaft of 
*• adverfity ! 

" Remember, you have ftill a thou- 
" fand enjoyments inpolTeflion, and in- 
" finitely more in hope, all equally for- 
** feited with this : and remember too, 
" that he who has thus taken your fon 
" from you, has given you his own ;— 
«« given him to grieve, that you might 
" rejoice j to die, that you might live ; 
" you and your child for ever. " Be 
•« ftill then, and Know that he is God ;** 
" a God gracious and merciful ; nor the 
** lefs fo for this rebukei fevere as it 
•^ way now feem. 

•• Ltt 
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** Let not your thoughts ponder too 
*• long over the breathlefs clay, nor in- 
" dulge too tar the warm imagination 
f^ in p( intingout the various delights you 
** might have poffefled, had this cliild 
•* been ftill living. Thefe are too often 
^' mere illufions at beft, and often daa- 
*' gerous. Inftead of this, endeavour 
*• to fix your eye upon the gofpel of 
••Christ, and contemplate its doc- 
•• trines with more devout attention. 
"*•' Confidcr •• what manner of love the 
•' Father hath bpftowed upon you, in 
*• calling and making you the children 
*• of his grace ;'* think what abundant 
*• provifion he has made for your fup- 
•' port and comfort in the fufFerings, 
*• death, and refurrcftion of his fon ; the 
•' illuftrious example of his patience, and 
•• that of many of his follpwers ; and 
" the affurances he has given you of 
" prefent fuccours and future glory ; a 
" glory made exceedingly more abun- 
?* dant by (he affliftions you properly 

^4 « tnduro 
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•* endure and improvQ;.---YQU nQ^^ 
**.mourrt, but yout rooUruin^ fli^U foon 
^* have an eftd, ^tid be IqA: iii the joy of 
^•eterility.-— God bimfi^lf will wipe 
^* ^w^y all tearJB from your cye-^; and 
^* the dcepeft impreffions of fprrow from 
*" yx^tii- hearts. If you have any doubt 
^* of this-, inftead of giving up your 
"thdiights to ufcleC? grief, think howr 
** fuch doubts may be eflFeftually re-^ 
•* moved; and your calling and eleftion 
V made fur^ 5 how you may me^t the laft 
^* enemy, and beaV the laft conflift with 
^* a fortitude and hope becoming yout 
^f ^Vofeffion. Ts^ke occafit)!! froqi this fad 
" experience, of the vanity of the deareft 
*^ joys in this world ot mottality belpWj 
•*• to fet yotir affedioijis oA the things 
•'tibdve 5 and converfe mote confi^n^lyv 
*'Tnore intimately, with that world, 
^* Vhere the otjclgls Tpf yoiur c^light lyill 
'•'•never difappoitt ^y(f^x expefta^ionsv 
** but all be folid, fatiisfying, immorts^l I 
^* Time is npthiapij^^TJiR^^TX is alli 
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** Nor (Jiould yai^ forget that provi- 
" dence his placed you in a ft^ticm af life 
••that naturally 9ttra6t$ the attention ^f* 
** many who are prepj^red to obferve yqUT 
*' behaviour on this, and all fuch diilin-* 
** guiftiing occafions ; do not fuffer your- 
•• felves to fink in their eye ; but endea- 
** vour to maintain the dignity of your 
** Chriftianity, and do honour to the 
*• grace of God bellowed onydu; Thus 
** the good will be animated to faith and 
" paticilce by your Example, and the 
•* wicked be forced to cortfefs that there 
*• is a gloiious reality in the gofpel of 
•* Christ, and fuch ais infpires the mind 
** with a foriitude and hope fuperior to 
" all adverfjty. Impatience, dejeftion^ 
^* and pufillanimous complainings, dif* 
*• grace the Chriftian charaiSler, and givt 
** the infidel world a mean opinion of 
*» doclrines and promifes that cannot 
** fupport their believers under even a 
^ common calamity/* 

Tkil 
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This is theinftrufliveand encouraging 
language of the RELIGION of Jesus — 
May you, my dear and honoured friends, 
hear it with attention, and feel its divine 
power ! 



I am, &€• 
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